


Calochortus
uniforus, shown on
thefront cover is
the only species of
this lovely genus
that we have
mareged to grow
long term. We have
tried many from
seedeven raising
some to flower
only to lose them
again. However we
have sustaied
Calochortus
uniforus under glass
for many years
After a long and
floriferous seasom
the bulb houses
lasting all through
the winter the
rising temperature
L2 : : g G 2 L means that the
Ieaves of the majorlty of bulbs are now turnlng yellow as they retreatgmded for the summer but before they
do there are a feaubjectghat can extend our flowering season for at least a few more weeks.




Onesuchgenus |s£)rn|thogalumthe naes of WhICh remain a mysteryto me as | admrt I have never really
studied themin that detail just appreciated them for the late flowering display they bring to the bulb houses.
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Some of thoswe were glfted as bulbsamewrth the Iocalrty Where they orrgrnally came frorﬁsreece Turkey
and Spain and interestingly althoughytla@e among the last in the season to push up their flowers their leaves &

among the first to emerge in the autumn after watering.




short stemsvhile others have a spike of flowers on tall stems. If there is an expert out there that canadgffy
them for me | would be delighted to hear from you.




Alliums are
anotherof the
late flowering
gereraputting on
a colourful
display in the
bulb house sand
beds just now.
Like the
Ornithogalum
many have
leaves that
emerge early and
are dying back
by the time the
flowers appear.

A
Allium nevskianum

Again | have no great knowledge of this genusllola havethe names from the @inal seed packets | received




Allium
shelkovnikovii
has wider petals
than many
giving the
flowers a
greater
substance.

The flat stems oAllium platycule seem to struggle to hold it upright have seen it growing in Oregon where it
wascoming up through low scrub which helped hold the flowers up.




Sinopodophyllum
hexandrum

Asifitisn 6t di f fi c
to learn all the plant names
taxonomists seem to be
constantly changing them. |
first knew this plant as
Podophylumemaodi then it
became Podophyllum
hexandrumrmow it ajpears
that | should be calling i
Sinopodophyllum
hexandrum!

Itis fun that as well as
changing its name this plant
goes through various
transformations during its
growth cycle starting with
these weird dark maroon
humanoid like shapes
pushing through the ground
and steadily elevating as the
stems grow taller.
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Then the leaves start to expnd like prlimgabrellas dis
patterns of dark maroon.
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Thentheapple blossum pink flowers push up from the steome rising bove the top most leaves whoéhe's

hide their beauty underneath to be enjoyed by those willing to look. Through the season the leaves will beco
more green and in late summer decorativge red tomattke fruits full of seedswill form, eventuallydropping to
the ground as the plant collapses to spend the winter underground again. If | search | can find clusters of see
growing where the fruits felindrotted spilling their contents.

Sinopodophyllum hexandrumflower anda cluster of seedlings.




Hyacinthoides
non-scripta
To most it is the

Bluebelbbut
traditionallyin
Scotlandt is the
ANild Hyacinthd
- a naturalised
bulb that if
allowed will
form extensive
bluecarpes in
woodlandwhich
aremuch
admired for
thar beauty
Why then are
theyso often
shunned by
gardener?
There seems to
befurtherplant
prejudice
appliedwhen
Hyacinthoides

| oftenponder on the
reasons whyardeners
shun plants thagrow and
increasdreely while
lusting after plants that arefs
often scarce andery !
difficult to grow.

| have alwgs had a
fondnes for wild plants

and ovetthe years | have
learnedo selectively
acceptand enjoysome of
them for tle easy beauty |
they can add to the garder:
| have learned which one
work wellin our garden
without becoming overly v
dominantand which to ;
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restrictin some wayoften g;/

by removing the flowers 7
after they have bloomed toZ ..
prevent them seedirand s
occasionally digging up

clumps if they become a

threat to other less
vigorousplants.
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Hyacinthoideshispanica and hybrids with Hyacinthoidesnon-scripta
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Trillium kurabyasii and Uvularia

Uvularia grandiflora is alsoawild plant, this timefrom Eastern Mrth America It grows inopenwoodland
habitats just like theHyacinthoidegBluebellg do in UK but in this case most peomteuld liketo grow it




We also introducetlvularia perfoliata to the garden and both of these spebaase resulted iself-sown
seedlingccurringaroundthe parent plants

The Eranthls hyemalls are now in eed and | actlvely encourage the spread of this plagatnerlnglpe seeds
andscatteringhemelsewheren the gardemnwhere we would like taddtheir lovely early yellow flowers.
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The Eranthis groing at the éagé of ti b

lift and transfer them elsewhere.
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Eranthis hyemalis
seeds

Gathering and
scattering the
Eranthis hyemalis
seeds like painting
the bedswith colour
in slow motion The
lines or wave®f
yellow | drawwith
the seeawill develop
slowly until the
lovely yellow flowers
emergdn around
threeyears

In many places |
leave the seexito
scatter around the
parentplantsto
reinforee and ensue
the longevity otthe
colonies

seedlng
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TheseEranthis hyemalis seedlings lifted fro

spring.
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Even as they come to the endlodir growing season thmllowing leav
sunshinaleliver a firal display for this year.
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A group oftheyellow form

of Fritillaria affinisrises

up through the carpet of
greenery at the edge of this
bed and sadly in recent days
| have found three pairs of
copulating Lily Beetles
(Lilioceris lilii) in the

garden.

Up to nav | have only ever
found one or two in a single
area of the garden but now
it seems like | have to be
vigilant to limit the
population ofthese

beautiful but undesirable
creatures




As regular reaers will knowwe encouragéhe growth ofcertainplantsas aground covethrough which taller
speciegan grow Ensuringthe plant combinations are suitable in scakegrow low small leaveglantsin
association witlthe smaller bulbouand other plants. Above we have a dwarf forrvi@ianthemum bifolium
yakushimanum growing withCornus suecica

Both are
herbaceoubkaving
justrecentlycome
backinto leafand
they are perfet
bed partners for
the smaller
Trilliums such as
rivaleand
hibbersonii as well
as Erythronium
caucasicum
seedings of which
can be seen
growingalongside
one ofthis yeats
seed podwhich
hasfallenin
exactly the same
placeasa cluster
of lasty e agediss
havegerminated



