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The flowering stems dEucomis bicolorare at their most colourfuthenthe above ground parts of the plants are
approaching the end of their season. The bright greerpselsdoringa third colour to the bicolored flowers which

also intensify in hue afey fade. Soon the frosts will cause it to collapse and the plant will retreat to be stored
protected in the underground tuber where it will be preserved until it reappears next summer for another cycl

Walking around
the garden I find
other plang
ready to shed
their sed: here
thepods on a
stem ofLilium
mackliniae are
opening and
ready to shed
their seed.

| always leave
someof this
speciego shed
naturally into
the garden but
will delay
sowing any |
save to sow in
pots until late
Januaryto
prevent them
from
germinating
before the
winter bites
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A group ofbrigh red Arisaea seeds soofavhich will be scattered around other areas of the garden where |
think their growth willblendwith and add to the sequential nature of our plantings.
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Acer platanoides 'Crimson Kirg thetreewith thelargest leavein the gardemndwhen they drojit is easiesif |
get them lifted quickly before they get too wet. Some of the smallerlzicer and sorbus leaves can be left as a
natural mulch on shrub beds bartger leaves can form laminated lay@&speciallywhen they get wetvhich can

be slow to break dowas well agpreventing the spring growtkspecially seedlingérom reaching the light.
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The re arpe which covered thiamiliar sne for the last fe weetsickly turned brown and needed clearing

up. The dry leaves are so easily lifted with a-heat which also shreds them but it does not work so well when th
leaves are saturated so | was fodte to have fine weather for the task.




Once the leaves are lifted and shredded they are stactezlaomposting area where they break down into leaf
mould and eventuallyf left for longer, a leaf soi] however in recent years | have made piles unéestor shrubs
to be spread out as a mulch when | have cleared the bed of old growths.
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| am not sure if it is a result of wisdom or laziness,ttaher than

carting all the shredded prunings and leaves to
the composting area at the bottom of thelgaronly to have to bring it all back in a few monthgecent years
just make small pilem the bed where they will be spread out as a mulch in the winter months.




Podophyllum Vérsielle 'Sptty Dotty’

| could not resist taking a picture of tlesv sun light shining througthe leave®f 'Spotty Dotty:




As we are head into winter | like to review the state of the troughs especially noting how the plants have gro

From a
distance it is
obvious that
some plants
have grown
better or
should | say
quicker than
others.
[ well
remember
how bad
manyof the
saxifrages
looked at the
beginning of
the year.
They looked
all but dead
with just a
tiny speck of
green at the
tips but after |
added a bit of
fertiliser
during the

) ' season they

have grown well now they hae to survive another winter.
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Obviously some of the plant are 'rgorousthan othersol will have to intervene to prvent the plant on the
right from swamping the slower growing ones towards the left. This is easily done and | will be cuttingsiidrack
and using thenateriall removeas cuttings to make more plants.
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ecord of a trugh before | do mewintertldy up.

| never rush to
remove a
saxifrage that
appears to be
dying out
becaue| have
observed how
they can
regenerate.

While the centre
dies out small
rosettes around
the edge can root
down as shown
here wherdwo
smallplants have
now formed.




a4 ) \ « . / B
IR < .

uttings that | took a month or so ago p'Iacing the cutting directly back




Thebroken

concrete |

originally used to

landscap¢his

troughwas not

very good and

after several years

it disintegratedo

such an exterthat

it was no longer a

suitable habitat.

Leaving the self

seeded Erinus that

was trailing over

the sides te-

landscape with

some brokeri

granite the only

spare rock | could

find around the

garden

This granite is a N7 y/ pas N S

local rock that is : b Y LIS e A
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gardenwalls but | have never found it easy to creasatisfyinglandscapé the joins

making it look toccontrived What the years of experience has taught me is that sometime you need to be pati
observing builders rebuilding a local wall that had fallen down | realised that it only started to look godteyhen
pointed it byfill ing the irregular joints with the findayer of cement. | need to allow the plants to act as the ceme
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Sometimes we will get the planting wrongt the time of plantinthe Dianthus wasn scale withthe landscape
andother plantdut sinceit was plantedt has grown so well it ithreatening to swamp the other plants.

| have a
spare
trough into
which Twill
move the
Dianthus
allowing
me to
reinstate the
original
scale and
landscape
for this
trough.



