


Crocus pallasii O6Homeri o
| think the genus Crocus is a top contertddoethe nost beautifubf all the flowers. The range of colour
combinations and markings delivered by these relatively simple flowers is stunning plus we have the aolvanta
both spring and autumn flowerirsgpecieswith at least one, Crocus laevigathgdging the gap bproducing

occasionaflowers throughout the winterThese are all growing in the semi freedom of the sand beds where | h:
no labels so to name thendve to rely on the powers of my observation and memory with regular references ta
Janis Ruksansés excellentdmonograph O6The World o

Crocus wattiorum
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Crocus ligusticum



Crocus hadriaticus

Crocus niveus
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Some of the bulbs in the sand bexdte nothardyoutsidefor usbutwe also growsome that arérhose in thé'bpen
gardenare at the mercy of our weather which can prove too much of a chakspgeially in autumn and winter,

when rain and wind can desyrthe delicate flowers. Some years we have flower buds that never open because
weather is cold, dark and cloudy while the same species under the protection of the bulb houses stand a bett
chance of the temperature being sufficient to trigger thelisgllay of the flowers.

Thefirst
growths of
Tropaeolum
azureum and
tricolor are
rising up
from the sand
so | direct
them to climb
up the mesh
along the left
hand and far
away walls
but this year |
decided to
add some
sticks as an
experiment to
see if it
improves the
look of the
display.




Crocus laevigatus

Crocus laevigatus

Thefirst of the Crocus laevigatus the season is flowering nowdifferent seedlings will flower through the
winter with the last often appearing in FebruaryMarch
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In the ghss houses whether they are growing in pots or the sand it is importt that | remove all the flowers a
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tugeaving nothing to attract moulds
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Galanthus reginae olgae

The Galanthus
reginae olgaé these
potsare new to us
and add to the few
autumn flowering
snowdrops we have

The flowers in the pot
second from the right
are just breaking
throughthe surface
now and should
appear above the rim
in a few days.

Galanthusd An mar
Keed




Chopping up Narcissus bulbs when they are dormant has long beecegrassi way to increase stock both
commercially and by enthusiastic growers like myself.

The bulbs can be cut down to include jusb scales, (twin scaling) butith smaller bulbs I find it best to split
them into larger slices. The picture above showsévey sliced up bulb on the left and the new baadd roots
forming on some done some eight weeks earlier.




After a seasaois

growth at least one
small bulb will have =
formed between the
scalesof each

section

Having recently
been shown picture
of asucceshll
method used by
large scale
commercial grower
who simply
chopedup
snowdropbulbs
thenplanedthem
directly back into
the ground decided
to experiment and
try a similar
procedure.
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On 239 August! chopped up some less than flowering sized Narcissus bulfisd one long cut using a sharp
kitchen knife easier and can do less damage to the bulb than having to make a few passes with a small scalp
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| first chopped the bulbs into quartet®ppng some of the bigger sections in half once more filanted them
into a pot of my standangist moistloam basegotting mix
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| chose to leave Iate into the season so the bulbs did not have too much time to rot in the compost before the
started into growth and at the start of October | watered the pot.



I amfascinatedby flower budsand when theorm manysuch a<Crinodendron hoo
in the summer bun this case they look vemulnerableandexposed and unlike many othardswhich are
wrapped ifmultiple layersof scales to protect thethroughthe winter.
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As you carsee on
the left manyof
the sections
appear to be
making good leaf
growth so | will
continue to water
this pot just as |
do with the others
regularly and in
proportion to the
amount of leaf
growth.

It will only be at
the end of the
growing season
next Jue or July
that | find out if
this method has
been successful.

kerianum form their buds




Rhododendron thompsonii

The flower buds oRhododendronkave also formed but theseembetter prepared for theinter.

Rhododendron kureavii
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Rhododendron decorum bud

Looking at a section of a Rhodode dron bud we an see the woody base above Whichditas flower truss
in miniaturesurroundedy layers of bractthat will be shed as the flower emerges
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Therhododendrorilowers arecomplete with all the parfsilly formedin miniaturejust waiting until the season

comes round for therstartto expandursting out of the bud as thenature If that sounds familiar then look below
and we see that bulbs have evolved a gamnylar strategyonly usingdifferentparts.

Tﬁe fuIIy' formed narcissus flowers wait miniaturewrappedn the modified leaf bases that forms the builshen
theplant detects suitable growing conditions the flower rgilidly expand.




Not all the buds have the patience to wait until sprifighe conditions are suitabimmespecieill burst into
flower inlate summer ocautumn




Rhododendron is one of those tularlygive us flowers twice a yedne main floweringn thespring blﬁsa
secondary lessdéloweringin autumnwhenthe second year leavagn yellow as theyrepareo drop

Just as in the spring these autumn flowers can get hit by the frosts.




When we open theurtainsin the morning we are greeted thye front gardem full autumncolour.

Front garden



