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The appearance of the beautiful flowerCobcus scharojanii flavugover picturg are a timely reminder that |
need to prepare the bulb houses for the first watering of the seidmostorm. Before | water the sand beds |

remove as much of the dried remmpf the old growth as | can to prevent it attracting mould when it gets wet.

Some of the late
flowering bulbs
such as this
allium, still cling
to a few seeds
which | will
scatter on the
sand




Sandbeds

The beds araow reasonable
clear of debris, levelledff and
with any hardsurfacedroken
up so it isready to receive the
first storm.

As | was workinghe sand
noticed the first signsf the new
growth emergindgrom
Tropaeolum tricoloruneven

before any wateringrhich
raiseshe questiomow do bulbs
know when they should start to
grow?

Tools

The most useful tool to use ine
sand beds is the small rake | made
myself from stainless steklit has

a four pronged end and a single
spiked end it is very useful to

help rake the dried debris into
piles and to level the surface of the
sand prior to watering. | have also
made anotér similar tool from

and old kitchen fork.
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Narcissus bulb

This small Narcissus bulb has been kept cetety dry in a paper bagince early Julyet when | sectione there
are clear signs of growth initiating. At the centre of the base are dried remains of old roots this is surrounded
yellowish section, often referred to as thedbatate, from wiere the roots emergevenbeforeany water hetips

of the rootsare already starting ®well out from the base and the leafiiswing up from the central bud.is my
informed speculation the growth is not initiatidectly bywater but by temperature, or more likal temperature
gradient. Our bulbs start into growth earlier in the cool north than they do in warmer areas so depending on y:
climate you may need to adjust the timings | use for the stdestyibed below
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One regret | have about watering the sand is the gardewpgaopulation love having dust baths in the dry sand.
On a sunny day there can be up to fifteen sparrows sanddathhe bulb house g0 avoid mass panichave to
announce | am going i he picture above shows one of the mamgll depressions e sandhis onehas also
revealed the advanced growth of leaves from a Musténecompletelydry sand

| always apply the first
storm around the®1
September, this will be
followed by a second storm
on the ' October and this
applies to the bulbs in pots
as well as the sal plunge
beds where the bulbs are
planted directly into the
sand.

It is extremely important to
take the time tsoak the
sand completely this will
take several passes and
soakings with the hose to
ensure that there are no dry
pockets left in the sand.




This water gun
allows me to adjust
the water from a jet
to a fine mist and |
use something
approaching a
heavy shower of
rain for the soaking.

| can alsaadust the
rate of flow and to
get an idea of how
much water | am
adding | time how
long it takes tdill a

5 litre watering can
I at this setting that §
took 2 minutes so
that gives me an
idea of the amount
of time | will need

to be watering for.

The initial pass of water is just to soak the su
making foods which | leave to drain before going over it yet again.
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rface and make it recepinewatetthen | continue to water




Our 15cms deep sand beds are filled with a sHeepdrainin
15cms is the minimum depth that | would recommend for the plungkeslly | would prefer them deeplkeut then
we would need much moeand and they would lzelot heavieespecially whenvell-watered

It takes time for the water ®&oak all the way througihe plungeso loftenleaveit for a while before continuing the

soakingi thedeeper the plunges the longgewill take to soak The bedon the left is still dry the other two are in
the processfassoaking.

It is often written that it is the firghins that initiatehe bulbs into growth but is not directly the presence of water
thattriggersthis responsd think the bulbs resporntd multiple factors such dkedeclinetemperatures/hen

autumn approaches well agheincreasingradientoetween daynd night timégemperaturs.

Thecold rainwill alsorapidly cool down the ground and it is my beliedtit is the suddetemperature drothatis
themain trigger The growthnitiates when the temperature dr@sl the presence of wattenencourages the
first phase of root growth. AbowWeom left to rightl show the temperature of firshe dry sand plungéehen trat of
water, followed by the sandlpngeafter adding the water.
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As | flood the sangarticles of fine mat caps

prevening furtherwater penetratin as wellasattractng the growth of moss1 the damper weatheso | alwas
cultivate the surfacef the sandvith thesmallraketo roughen it up.

| have cultivated the central area to illustrate the differeakiegmakes this allows water and air to penetrate the
sand making a much better environmimtthe bulbs below. It is easy take the surface when there is almost no
growthto be damaged. From now on cultivating the surface will ilakeasinglymore timebecause have to be
wary ofdamaging angmergingshoots| enjoy the slower taskWhich necessitates me examinihg surface of the
sand in detaifllowing meto spot anydelicateshoots emeiigg or seeds germinating on the surface.




Bucket coIIectﬁchesUrplus water

As well as using a
sharp free-
draining sand you
alsoneed to
ensure the excess
water can drain
away from the
staging- which
have dondy
drilling some
large holesand
installinga guter
systemwhich
allows me to
collectand recycle
the surplus water.
If you would like
the full detailsof
the plunge<lick
this link to Bulb
Log 3113where |
documenthe
construction
process



https://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2013Jul311375281392BULB_LOG_3113.pdf
https://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2013Jul311375281392BULB_LOG_3113.pdf
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aranular feed ideal for encouraging stronger,
érowth and abundant flowering.

An easy-to-use
healthier plant

NPK ingredients and how they work’

Nitrogen (N) Phosphorus (P) Potassium (K)

-P"‘ G@

FRUITS

SHOOTS ¢
foroctive leaf and stem for strona, heolthy rooting
gowth
ts in equal prop°

Growmore provides the three major plant nutrien Jth
Il around ¢

making it a supetb general-purpose feed forusea i
bolance of nutrients ensures even stimulation of growthin @

Instructions for use
.\S:y every 4-6 weeks th roughout the growing seq
s ) Until the end of October. Use as a to
:ﬁ. ...{’d on the soil surface), or as a base dress
O the soil using a spade or garden hoe)

Immediately &er | have soaked the sand toefirst time | add a light scatter oftmlanced NP-K 7-7-7 fertiliser.
The one | use is Growmovehichis a chemical fertilisein the form of small pelletdhat will quickly provide the
bulbswith thenitrogen anghosphorugssential foodhey needo fuel the growth of shoots and roots

Growmore




Each of the individual plunges are 180 600they areconvenientlymade ofthree sections of 600x6@thich
allows me to gauge watering and feedingo not want to ovéeed the bulbs | try and getabalance to allow
healthybut not excessivgrowth so ladd a small handfudf Growmore to eaclb00x600 sectioonce in the year

Most of the bulbs we grow here are teingrowng so need to be watered and fieroughthe winter monthshen
whenthefrost arrives andthe outsidewater is turned off revertto using watering cannto each camadd around
1/3 strength of a liquitbmatotype plantfood whichhasalower nitrogerandhigher levels of potassiumakingit
perfectfor feedingthe bulbs at this stage of growth.
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Depending on the ssan and the stage gfowth| switchto a pure potasi fee arodate Februarynto March
when nany of the bulbs will be in flowesohave no further need for nitrogen but they do need potagsiteip
build up the bulb anéncourage the formation tife nextyeas flowerbudswhich start to form at this time.

FUL ADVICE E
d fhe directions carefully before Lse.

tore the fertiliser iva dr& slace away from ghil@.e
and foodstuffs: * ;

Product may irritate 2uit or broken skin. Wash fhiard. 1
use. el ; LY 9 vy
Do not exceed the rqusm:nerfded application raiee
Avoid fertiliser lodging orvleaves and stems.
ECFERTILISER -~ .
. |SULPHATE OF POTASH 49 . . UK
E

49.0% (40

SULPHATE OF POTASH 40 IAL
Potassium (K) soluble in water 0.7

‘; 'm'**ﬁardenwOrlﬁ

NMQJM’]“'Q hie & tips Vit
Www.garGgenworid.co.uk




Whether they are growing in the sand or in pt I ésimﬁail sprinkleof the powdered potassiuanound the bulbs

before watering it in dependingon how longheybulbs keep growing | may add a second dose. later
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Now for afew pictures as aeminderof the bulbs flowering in the sand bes earlier this yehisis the stagé of
growth when | add the pasaium.
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he bulb house where the bulbsare/gjmy in plasticpots
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The bulbhouse prior to watering
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All the bulbs
have been re
pottedinto a
freshgritty
compost
mixtureand |
no longer top
dress the pots
with grit until
after | water
them largely
because the
mix | usehas
around 50%
grit and | have
found top
dressings not
always
necessary.



