5
"
N —
@©
a
@)
(@]
S0
QO
=)
M

Pictdges and text © lan Young




N . ¥ ot o 4 ; = \ \ ¢ ‘.-.'.:‘ R : =
- | ¥ " i e\ et 4 78 > A 2 Ji 1 B "
RLS - B Naa A BTy . R e

b ) v ,._ ) oL : e 45 Ve ~ A o e % -
It is Colchicum time in the garden where we have many gnaxfures of Colchicum speciosum a
showing subtle variations in the shape and colour of the flowers. As the day warms up and especially if the s
shinesthe flowers open fully attiding the attention of many pollinators as well as the gardeners.




My words cannot easily describe the glorious beauty of these autumn flowers so just enjoy and study the vari
in the following sequence of pictursBowing the flowers enjoying s@warm air andautumn sunshine
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Unlike most of theother bulbs in thgardenthatwe raise from seed the majority of the Colchicum ctmesas
bulbs- neitherdo we get much in the way of viable segefttingso the increase is entirely vetgtive however
within three years a single Colchicum bulb will increase forming a nice gwogucinga display of flowers.




Colchicums will grow in a wide range of can be associated with many other plants.




Colchicu.
Moving on from theautumn flowering Colchicunin the next series of picturésvill sharesome of the autumn

flowering Ciocus currently flowering in the garden.

Crocus nudiflorus albus




Many years ago
Brian Mathew gave
us acormof Crocus
nudiflorus albus i a
clonewhich went on
to be given the
cultivar nameXrlad
We increased the
singlecormin a pot
until we had enough
to justify amesh
basketwhichwe
plunged in thised
Since hen it has
increased like crazy
spreading ouby
stolons wellbeyord
the onfines of the
original basketall
through the other
baskets of
Erythronium and

other Cre@ud iln addition it sets seeds Whldmpped into the plunge producing a range of fosoree the typical

purple colour as well as a range of white forms.

~

As you can see the mcrease(hbcus nudlflorus in both |ts typlcal colour and white forms hae sprmﬂdile bed
into thegravel path and have now reached the other Erythronium plunge bed.




If you look carefully you will se¢hatsome of the white form®wards the top of the pictuhave a slight violet tint
when they operthesecouldbe drlag the flowersthenage to whiteother seedhgs are pure whité thereis also a
variation in thewidth of the petalsvith the best forms having fuller more roundkxvers.




Moving to the cobble bed here are two colour formEmmfcus nudlflorualongwnh one of arange of garden

Croaus hybridsthat arose from seed ex dDrocus speciosus ssp xantholaimdsch have most likely crossed with
Crocus kotschyanus to produceaage offully fertile offspring thatcontinue toseed around the garden.

The cobble bed was
one of my early sand
bed experiments
where we grew a lot
of Crocus until one
year the mice found it
too essy to digin the
sand eating all the
new corms as they
grew.
We weredevastated
by the loss of smany
crocus and | came up
with the idea of
covering the sand
with smallstones
which would greatly
hinder the micavhile
still allowing the
plantsto grow. The
mice only ate théasty
newcorm leaving the
— . . : . old chewyones
behlnd and over the mtervenmg yeach/entltlousbudsformedon the old cormsnitially producing clustersof
small leaves which year on year have matured to form flowering sized corms agajmprbteated by the cobbles
thecrocusaregettingback tothenumbersve hadaround five years adoeforethey were ravaged by the mice.




This is anotheearly
sand bed experiment§
where themicealso
dug and ate the
crocusaround the
same timel used to
spend a lot of time
keepingthe surface

of the sand free of ¢
moss which otourse
made it easy for the
mice to dig Then |
decided to
experiment furtheto
see what would
happen ifl let the
moss grow Since

the moss grew to
coverthesurface
there hadeen no
further mice attacks
and so far it has not
in any way hndered
the growthof the
bulbs




| rather likethe
colourvariation of
the mosseandthe
naturallook with
the Crocus and
other bulbs
flowering through
thelushgreen
carpet.

Despite trying for
many yeas we have
struggled to
establisnCyclamen
coumin the garden
butthey arethriving
andself-seedingn
this smallmoss
coveredsand bed
along with
Cyclamen
hederifolium and
other bulbs.
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recoverihg from the mouse édeliverig a vrynatural loals thy
flower through th& mossy carpet

here is also
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Looking down
on Crocus
nudiflorus
flowers | am
reminded of the
pleasureve can
get when we
discoverthe
plants thathrive
so wellin our
garden
conditionsthat
they spread and
seed arounds if
they were in
their natural
habitati these
are the plants we
shoud cherish.




Crocus
speciosus ssp
xantholaimos
hybrids seeding
around in one of
the raised slab
beds.




| will leave you this week with one more picture of the Crocus hybrids growing ootit#ebed along with the
small white form of Geranium robertianumthichis a perfect companioplant to grow along witthe smaller bulbs
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