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It is once moe
the autumn
flowering
Crocus and
Colchicum that |
feature in tis
Bulb Log-
because they are
so decorative
bringing interest
to the garden
during these
autumn months.
They are not
difficult to grow
or rare species
that | am
showing they
aregenerally
widely available
from better
garden centres
e as well as the
X . specialist bulb
L sellers.
The species shown in these pictures are mostly Crocus banaticebykotss, pulchellus, nutbrus,serotinusand
speciosuslong with resultindiybrids. The eagteyed may also spot a few Crocus vallicola which grows very we
in our cool moist garden but may not do so well in some hotter areas but then there are always other species

would prefer those areas with hot drier summer conditions.

Theautumn
flowering Crocusare
usually aescribed as
6l ate flo
because they flower
later in the year but
in reality they are the
early flowering
speciesflowering
some months before
the more commonly
seen spring blooming
ones. \
If the flowers ae
pollinated and
successfully
fertilised they will
hold on to their seed
through the winter
and the ripe pods
will appear along
with the spring
flowering species.




Most corms will
produce a number of
flowers, each pushed
above ground not by
a stem It on a floral
tuberising fromthe
ovarywhich remains
protected
underground
Theseed will slowly
mature untiiin the
springa stemgrows
pushing the ripe
capsuleupwards
above the ground
although there are
somewherethe seed
pod baely breaks the
surface.

We encourage the
plants to increase by
seeding around.

| find the spontaneous hybrids that occurred in our garden produce the most flowers from a single corm




The floral tube that holds the flowers is susceptible to getting bent by wind ar;drﬁfaas well as being chewed
by slugs or snails so enjoy them while they are perfect butvelven they aréent over the flowers will still open
as the air warms ithesunshine. The succession of flowers means that even though individuals mayfoot last

verylong others will take their place giving a flowering period of at least a few weeks.

Just toshow usthat Crocus n be suitl\n'ma pI this ybriaseded in between thslas and each ye
the number of flowers its sends up haadyally increased.




In recent days ever@rocus nudiflorus that falls over has been replaced by
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at least two more appearing.
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This scene o€rocus and Cyclamen growing through a mass ofsselin Roscoetypify the muti-layered planting
style we haveadopted where the plants are allowed to seed forming mixed coldh&efollowingsequence of
images wasaken over a few days in a small part of the rock garden bed.
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N A few days on from the preious picture a new wave 0 CrocUs ﬂowesjd;iae in he dilay

" . ' ~

Crocus nudiflorugirowing happliy around the base of the Mech_dpsTswhich are starting to retreat for the winte




With their tall,
delicate floral tube
Crocus nudiflorus
arewell adapted to
growing through
other plantsthe
foliage ofwhich
providesthem with
support and
protection

The spring
flowering bulbs
such as Crocus,
Erythronium,
Narcissus, Scilla,
etc. are among the
many other plants
that occupy this bed
all taking their turn
to come into the
light and flower.
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Crocus nudiflorus




Evy dé‘;} the scerehanges V\;ith different sequehceﬂnbéhsﬂoWers coming and goihg.
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umand Rocoealowerin throu thlaplsing Dicentrdolia.
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mflowers catch the light bringing coloimto the back of this shaded bed.
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For a number of years | have been establishing a colony of Trillium betdev the pine at this end tiferaised
bedallowing them tasseeddown from the topo grow between the rocks the wallbutthey arenot alone.




/ ;w"’,‘;‘?; ‘ .'.v‘, ‘ z ) . ‘/'/ ; %3‘ y j o g S

s nudiflorusvas not part of my plan but natuoir gardening tutor and partneshowed the way.
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Crocus nudiflorugjot must have contained some

seed and small stolorsnow a nice colony is establishing both on the top and between the rocks .




TheCrocus
nudiflorus
flowers
continue to
open and close
even though
the tubes have
been bent over
by a night &
heavy rain and
wind.
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Different colour forms oCrocus nudiflorus add colour as the leaves of other plants are dying back for the wint




Crocus nudiflorus flowering through the evergreen foliage of Pyrola media whildéfiersonideaves die back.

In addition to the strong contrast between light and shade the low sun adds dramatic effects spotlighting cert
plants in turn.




Nature also plantedllium wallichii on top of the wall and between the rocks this example pickedibin the
low sunshows The colony we have all share the sanusters osmall dark flowers which are easy to mistil
they are illuminated by a sunbeawhen they jump out from the backgroygtbwing as if switching on a light.



