


The cold artioveather has
continuedfor over a weekas each
morningwe waketo find a light
covering of snovhas covered the
garden Duringthe day tis snow
melts away where the sunshine
reaclesbut scattered snow
showers continue through the
days.
Most of the plants we grow cope
with the fosts by collapsing on the
ground gradually rising up again
as the temperatures rises.
Naturecreates and destroys
equal measurand we have
experienced that this wegkhen
the gale force winds that persisted
for a few daysblasted freezing air
around the gardetrashing the
plantsat alllevelsfrom the ground

: - : up to thetaller shrubs Many of the
plants we growhave evolved in more stable climathan oursvhere spring is clearly definesb they respond to
the milder conditions by springing inggowth not expecting that the winter weather can return at any time.
In addition many of our plants anative of woodlands so have not evolved to withss&tnshgwinds We are used
to losingearlyRhododendron flowerw frostsbut | cannot remember having had such wide spread damage acro
the garden beforiewalking aroundat what would normally be a glorious time of flower and emergnogvthit is
devastatingo see the damage to so many plants.
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st times it quickly melts away leaving the plants undamaged.
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We often experience snow in April andaylbu
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Now instead of @olourful pink displayto attract pollinatorghe flowerslooking like used tea bagiée on the
ground below the shrubs as slug food.

The Rhoadendron flowers that
wereapproachingdheir peakast
weekwere shed by the plamt
the course of twenty four hours
due to thdreezing conditions
andgale foce winds.
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oodlandplants have not voIVistanceo strongwinds as is illustrated with B Trillium g:'randiflru
which has had its leaves damagadt by the frog but by the winds.

This plant of

Trillium

kurabayashii is

lying collapsed on

the ground as a
reaction to the night
time frosts then as

the sun warmed the
air it slowly stood up
again ad this cycle
was repeated most
nights this week.

You can also see the &
damage the wind has;$
caused t&Anemone
ranunculoidesvhich
would normally be
forming a smooth
lushgreen carpet
rather than the stems
being scattered everyg @
which way by the
strong swirling

winds.
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Now the winds have eased tAeremone ranunculoides like other p
is the gardener because it was not easy to walk around the garden and view theaftamihgeworst three days of

weather While it isthe damage that jumps out and sticks in your mind there are fortunately many plants that
not damaged too severely or will recover quickly.

d
routine of collapsing in the night time frosti®wly rising up with the sun in the morning.







; 3% : . 2y ‘.‘;NI!".%" : N - % 2\ ':r?-' .l;' ‘
Alpine plants such as these Saxifragdsch have evolved in coldindsweptexposed environmenksave also
come through more or lessaffectedby the conditions.
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Sadl | cannot say the same for the b
garden habad its flowers stems broken over by the wind
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| was lining up a picture of theg&rythronium hendersonii flowers to featuresnextweeld covermicturebut
sadly that is not to be.
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Growth inthe Erythronium plunge beds has also accelerate
down in the gales fortunatelythe majority are still to come

The firstof the
Erythronium
revolutum fower
stems lie snapped
over butbecause the
stem iskinked, not
broken theflowers
will continue to
receivesome
nourishmenand may
still try andturn
upwards anepen
but | doubt if they
will be able to set
any seed.

One of the many
advantages of
growinga wide range
of plantsis thatwhile
we have lost this
week of flowering in
the gardemwe can
look forwardto many
more flowers in the

coming weekslIn addition becausave raise most abur plants from seedhere is a good variation and thdg not
all flower at the same timéhere are plenty more Erythroniums that are not at such an advaagetsgrowth

and araunharmedand will soon be irflower.
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on in the bulb bedvhere the leav

Fritillaria

imperalis is
anothercausality
of the winds the
tall stems were
whipped back and
forward by the
swirling winds and
despite he strong
structureof the
stem,especiallythe
ones supporting the
flowers, they too
weretwisted until
theysnapped over.
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The drive for plants to flower is beautifully illustrated hevathin days of eing felled the flowering end of the
kinked stemmust bereceivingsustenancéom thebulb because ihas turnedipwardsto preent its flowers
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Trilliums thatare growing irpositions that werenore sheltered from the winds are adighevelledbut not so
badly damagednd the Erythronium hybrid flowers stems adbow the wind damage.




ho e . SN &

y A / 7] : 3 ? e

>
A5 ol

| o | e S s ik N ! N . ""‘ . i\
These emerginBaeonia emodiishootsare completelyinaffectedoy theblizzardthat raged through the garden.

| would have thougtthis carpet of Dicentrargwing in deep shade under large trees and Bifeodironsvould
have been sheltered but the tangle of twisted stems shovahthe swirling winds reached



