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Erythronium beforetheBr y t hr

very tolerant of a most garden conditions, it flowers well, forms clumps reasonably quicklesngp to its name
by being both white anbdeautiful. To the left are the shoots of a lily that like so many of the plants in the garder
bear the scars of the recent perioavafter conditions vihensnow andreezinggale force windpoundedhe

garden

Erythronium
6Craigton
Gi risladybrid
between the pink
Erythronium
revolutum and
OWhit e thee a
former giving the
colour and the later
has passed on the
clump forming
characteristicso it
increases well.

As with many
flowersthe intensity
of the colouwaries
according to the
weather and
growingconditions
T the cold and dry
conditions this year
have resulted in this
plant being a deep
pink.
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The other colour oﬁndErytroniuis yellow
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byyEhronium tuolumnensand it
hybrids. The strongest yellow belongs to the species andstiritbe hybrid partners are white flowered plants
they tend to be paler shades of yellewcha sSusannah abrEd r enedé bot h of whi ch
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g in this slab bed that has causedche proble fo? glérs. Later in the
year it is covered in growth and flowers delivered by various Cyananthus and Hypericum reptans but | have b

slow to find plants that flower early in the year and are compatible witsptleadinggrowth that ememgsto cover
the bedhrough the summet like to fill eachof the manyhabitas around the gardemith a wide range of plants
not just fordecoratiorbut to provideme withinterestto expbrethroughout the year

Small early flowering
bulbous plants are the
obvious solution and
part of the reason it
has taken me so long
to get here is that
when the bulbs are
dormant and ready to
plant in the summer |
was reluctant to
disturb the extenge
: g\ : growth ofCyananthus
R S (S L and Hypericum
‘A\Vib v:};.’ S We  The flowering year
: SRR  now starts offwith
some of the smaller
Narcissus and Crocus
then some multiplex
forms of Anemone
ranunculoidesthat
we were gifted
£/ . : Tad 3 %7y continue the yellow
Rkt AT & i LGNS~ Rl ALl  themeand so | seek to
packeach area wit
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I enoseing the Anemone gromqﬂmppiﬁg up
plants.
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There are a number of named forms of these doArdenone ranunculoidéalis one has a neat rounded form and
the colour goes well with the Muscari species.
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anunculoidquite appealing.
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I am not a big lover of such mutatétbuble)flowers but Ifind theseAnemone
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Taraxacum officinal
Yes | plucked a flower from my pet Dandelion to place in the previous pichee it is on the corner of one of the
othe slab beds where it has grown displaying its beautiful flowers for over twenty years without ever shedding
single seed. It is easily controlled by plucking the flowers of as soon as they start to go over which as well as
preventing the seed encourages plant to produce ever more beautifidons for the gardeneand pollinators
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Sticking with a yellowwhich apart from ggen is thedominart colouracross the garden just npwgroup of
Narcissus pseudonarcissuesthrough a carpet dinemone Aipsiensiswhich is a hybrid between Anemone
nenorosa and Anemon@nunculoidesh er e i n Phél cdladi var 0

Trillium
kurabayashii
scared by the
cold weather
still puts on a
display as it
pushes above

| Anemone

. ranunculoides




Anemonexlipsiensis
As the following sequence of pictures shows we use both these plants asareemallowing the taller plants to
grow up through the carpet.
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chany individuabedsin thegardereach of which is linked bysaeiesof psuinspacd ou
pavingslabssurrounded bgravel andvhile the paths wereriginally intendedustto link the areas they have
evolved tobecome dascinatingseries ohabitatsin themselveso which | will return in a future Bulb bg.

| mentioned
theadditional
growing space
that the walls
of araised bed
provides but
they alscadd
decorative
interestand
creake shade
and increased
moisture
levels in
surrounding
areaswhich
the plantstake
advantage of.
Thecircular
raisedwall
suppors a
wide range of
plants some
appeaingin
the following
images
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A large and eveexpandinggroup of elfseedingErythronium revolutum havetaken édvantage of the shelter on

theeastside ofthe wallto colonise thgravelsurrounding the paving slabs

The north face of &

the wall is the

home to a

number of

Haberkaand

Ramonda while
Erythronium

(Craigton

Cover Girl6are

among the many

plants thagrow

inthe lowraised

bedon the north

sideof the wall

alongside

Corydalis

Craigton Blué P
and a number of f}}/‘%&
Dactylorhizathat ESSERS
will flower after SIS
the Erythronium &%
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Early IoweringErythronium caucasicum amEnscani
carpet ofAnemone x lipsiensimergedoveringthe bed in gractical as well as attractive green mucat helps

retainmoisture.
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Erythronilfn grandiflorum is another othe many bulbous speciela grow happily in thishabitat




The yellowflowers ofErythronium grandiflorum are a perfect match with the Anemone andséaetingto self
seedacrosghe top and down the walis seen in thgicturebelow.



