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The large flowers
displayed omrmany plants
shout outdemandahg our
attention while there are
othersthatare more
modestthatwe need to
seekout if we want to
enjoy their unique beauty
andone of those plants
whose flowers just
whisper isFuchsia
procumbens
It is a prostrate shrub
endemic to coastal areas
of the North Island of
New Zealand and i
belongs to a South
Pacific lineage that
apparentlydiverged from
all other fuchsias around
30 million years ago
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Over the yearg has reached out extending its territory to over twaesetppearing among other shrasswell as
popping out between theaks of the wall where | can best get in close to appreciate the colourful flawers.
seeds are carried in large red decorative fruits but we rarely see these in our garden partly because of the co
conditions of autumprevents themipeningbut also because thayaketastytreatswhich are eaten by all types of
wild life.
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This Corydalis
sp. is another
whispering

plant with
racemes of

small yellow
flowers over
ferny foliage.

We raised it
from seed
collected in the
Himalaya by

our late friend
Alistair

McKelvie.

| am assuming

it is a Corydalis
although it

could be a
related fumaria §
T 1'would be
grateful if
anybody can
identify it.

It is a plant that ™=
seeds gently around the garden where | welcome its ferny follage followed by the late appearance of$he flow




appear.
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Many of the
summer
flowering
plants that
seed around in
the bub beds
arenow
turning to seed
and we take
control of
what is
allowed to
shed seed.
Soon | will
clear most of
the growth in
this bed
making way so
we can fully
appreciatehe
autumn
flowering
bulbs, such as
Colchicum,
when they




We deflnltely want the seed of the MeconopS|s S0 as soon as | spot the seed capsules openlng I removeythe
cutting them close to the base.
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The rowerln stem dies but a nberof side shootsvlll form which i the condltlons are suitablee.inot tao hot
andwith plentywater, these willproduce leavethennew rosettethat will flower next year.




Thankfully after a long unusually dry period the rdmasereturned- first with torrential downpours followed a few
days later by more geettain. You could almost hear the drought stricken plants sighing with edigdiey
welcomal therain will help build upthe new growths on tkeMeconopsis.
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| left a few of the Meconopsis stemsimndingo shedheir seeds naturaligontinung the selfseedingevolutionon
the rock garden bed and surrounding ateasest | willstoreto catch the seed.
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If you are saving the seeds it is
important that you make sure
there are no inseciscluded or
that can get iho eat their way
through your seed. These
insects willquickly eat the
seeds if they are left in the

k capsulesr get in the bag you
vt S U ST B T arestoringthem inso it is wise
» e ‘s{.,ﬁ;*ﬁh“{'%&h @5 & ¢ tocheckhe seedegularly

until yousow it.
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Papaver somniferum
Choosing which plants that you want to leave to sgedndis a matter of personal preference as well as
practicalityi | am happy to allowwPapaver somniferuno seed around because it never becomes a preaildnt
appears and floweedter the main flowering of the early plants/bdinished their growth cycle.
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Fritillaria along with mosbf theother bulbsn the garderare alsoéft to seediround- the only exception being the

Hyacinthoides hispanidaybrids which we dead head because they can be a bit thuggish and take over.

We also
control the
amount of
seed shed by
plants such as
the Aconitim,
Aquilegia,
Digitalis,
Papaver
canbricum
etc.whichcan
also be too
successful in
their urge to
take over the
gardenon the
groundsthatit
is much easier
toremow a
few seed pods
than it is to
pull out
hundreds of
unwanted
seedlings.
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ThereareaISoseI-seeding:olo sof Roscoeacillifolia andR. alpinagrowin below the Mec noss the rock

garden bed and these are also enjoying the return of theespiesiallyas they ar@ow forming their seeds

Nearbyother
largerRoscaea
havejust
recentlycome
into growmth
andthesewill
alsoappreciate
nature
wateringthe
garden- ther
flowers are

still to come.




Some areasf the garderarelooking morechaoticthan usuaas theygo throughatransitioral stage The Dicentra
and other ground covering plamavecollapsdsoonerthan in most yearnsecause of the unusuadt dry

conditionsbut | do not rush tatidydup because | acceptas part of thenaturalcycle in the garden as vesvaitthe
emergence of the autumn flowering bulbs.




sometimedlifficult to capture the vision you are experiencing sirajlephotographso you may want to look
more carefully athisimage In does capture the sensation that | get wstandng looking over this scene
however look carefully and you will see it is a composite of two views one looking across and the other lookin

down.
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In the next
sequence of
picturesl share
with you the
current stage of
growth inthe
wild areas and
fields | have
beenrecording
on my walks




:é ;F 'F'K: '/ N, o2 : 8 PO A o AV | ”""’/;hq. ". ‘-\If,"' "

YA S ) i A A WS ) RPN =
Thecolourful flowers among the grasses and seed stems are providacshyn arvenseandSenecio jacobaea
both of which are beautifalnd a valuableaturalresourceplants whichprovide habitat andood for many
pollinatorsandinsectswhichin turnadd to the food chain
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Cirsium arvense the creeping thistle whiglas thecommonname suggesspread$y undegroundstolons as well
as by seedso can be invasive but in a place ltkés, it looks beautiful.



