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Another winter week where the precipitation varied between rain, hail, sleet and snow often all four within a fe

minutes of each othgout, just a few miles inland it is falling as snow. Obvioulséing only a few milesrom the

seaherehas a moderating effectibas | start writing on Monday the snow level has pushed right out to the sea \

heavy snow showers now falling so it was the right decision to venture out yesterday and get some pictures k

the snowdrops disappeared under the snow. The cover shdumsp of &5alanthus nivalis cultivar and above is

Galanthus woronowii which along with plants involving GalanthpBcatus are the snowdrops tlygiow best for

usin the open garden with forms involvitgalanthuslwesii often struggling to survive oweather.

Despite the cold and poor

light conditions there is

still plenty to see in the

bulb houses.

For most of December and

through January the

maintenance of the bulb

houses has consisted of

watching out for problems

such as moulds | have

not wateed at all during

that time.

Although flowers have

been slowly openinghe

cold, damp weather has

slowed growth down

significantly and there has

been little loss to the

moisture contained in the

pots and the sand however
gos - A\ | have to stay alert

because that Wichange very quickly when the sun rises high enough for its Ilght to reach and warbuthe

houses thenthey will require watang.
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We grow a number of special snowdrops sucBasl aniwbondy 6 ®an@sealldant hus o6Dr ya
Bul I,inpats@s well as the garden so we can build up numbeengndtheir flowers undesrotection.
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lan Christie selected and nam@c& | ant hus 0 Mdogngoif plicatasuvithgadge flowers and great leaves.
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These are some of the Narcisstet the are still growing in pot.
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The mass fl owering Nar ci ssus iuswithdver mardflowerspering e
to replace those that are going over.
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I love the mixed plantingpending hoursstudyingthem looking in detaiandtrying to identify themanydifferent
speciesformsand hybrids.
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While Narcisss | bavedgore Fomapmerd vased plahtimdgghesdoeds with lots of

other genus in addition the Narcissusvhich as a resulare more spaced out .

domi nate the
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Growth and flowerings well behind last year when we had an unusuallg period th nd February
T compare the picture above taken yesterday with the same area on exactly the same day last year when the
flowering was much more advanced. Looking carefully above you will see there are plenty of flower buds co

butthey are stilsome wayoff from opening. Different species and forms react in different ways to the variation
in temperatures sohile a number of forms magll flower at the same time one year they may flower weeks or
months apart another.

February 2020
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Outsrdern thrs epen frame there are latsshootspoking through
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Despite the pots being frozen for most of the last few weeks the grovvth of many plants wttieslﬁganthls
pinnatifida continue to push wpardsnot seeming to mind at all about thveather



. t X , _
. r s
Dty -
.". . ha .

- :

This is the first pink fornof Eranthis pinnatifida | raised from Japanese seed and below is a pot of the second
generation seedlingghich have inherited the same attractive colour to the flowers and foliage.




re
Eranthis pinnatifida

Cyclamen coum



Cyclamen coum

The stage of
growth outside is
also well behind
this time last year
which highlights
how no two years
in the garderare
the same. For a
number of years
we have seen the
first flowers of the |
year coming
earlier and earlier |
as the @nts
respond to the
warming climate
and it is no bad
thing that the
colder soilthis
year has slowed
the growth down. ¥,
Checking back %, 4.7
throughthe large 3; . : R -
number of images .. . TAR R . ,, SR ~

in my Bulb Logfiles | can work out that the grovvth isBweeks Iatethan Iast year Wheluy this datemany plants
in this bedwerein full flower; this year theyaveyet to push through.
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Galanthus nivalis and plicatusforms and hybridsll seem to grow well in our garden.
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Galanthus woronowii



Galanthus woronowii ard one ofthe mae advanced of thEranthis hyemalis.




Helleborus

The warmer green of trEmergingColchicum leaves makes a nice contrast with the grey green snowdropdikave
of whichareemphasised by the whibackgroundrovidedby thesnow.



