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The weather changed quickly in the middle of last week when a mild wenfimred oelwashng all the snow
away overnight. Within a few days the cobble bed went from being covered in snow as seen above to being
completely clear and in flogr below.




The Galanthus
andEranthis

grew undethe

snow with many
more shootsind
budsbeingvisible

by the timethe

snow melted and
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With plenty of water provided by the snow maitin
snowdropgrowing by the day
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Eranthis innatifida

The Eranthis pinnatifidalsocontinuedgrowing under thélanketof snow and as it melted away the beautiful
flowers emergedOn the leftis a lovely pinkselectionfrom SoryeCha, Hiroshimathat| raised fromseedand the
pink colourationhas been passe to asecondyeneratiorpot of seedling$ | also raisedhe form on the right
from seedbriginally sourced asShimoyoshida, Chichib&hi, Saitama




Eranthis pinnatifida , Soryo-Cho Hiroshima
Thesoft pinknessof theflowershasbeen washed out by the exposuréhis picture but the deep colouration can be
seen in the leaves and the stehimd this the most attractivef all theforms that | have seeiotice that when
growing wella secondary flower can grow beléhe primaryone.

Eranthis pinnatifida , Shimoyoshida, ChichibuShi, Saitamai this form hasslightly smallerflowersbutis still
very appealingBoth of these armicer to ny eye than the firsbnesthatl grew whichwas the one | see masten
being grown in Europe.
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earlythe difference in colour and size

Looking down on theetwo clones ofEranthis pinnatifida' showsmore cl
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Seedling exEranthis pinnatifida, Soryo;Cho Hiroshima.

You couldeasilywalk past this small plam the garderand rot notice it but if you arevonderingwhat excited so
many of us you just need to locloselyat the colour and form within the floweis see natuis beauty.




Eranthis byunsanensiss a closebut distinctrelative that grows in Keeai the clearest diference is that the
nectarieswhich are actudy the true petals, towards the centre of the flower are green instead of yellow in
pinnatifida.You can read more about these plants and other Eranthis in an article by Wirnm Baensational
Rock Gar@ner 49

| am often asked where seed or plants of these beauties aaquieedand whik they are slowly being grown by
morepeoplethey gill remain scarce in cultivation.

Over 20years ago wboughtat great expenseur very first
Eranthis pinnatifidavhen the tuber arrived it wasmcked in
mossto keep it moisandthe tuber was so small that it took
me about 10ninutes to find it among the small amount of
mMOoss

Thetubersare never that big but these were fipsobably
justfirst year seedlingeowever we grevit on and after a
few years we got odirst Eranthis pinnatifida flower,

left, which | carefully self-pollinatedresultingin some seed
Many yearslaterwhen sharing seed@ndthe world was
much easier tharegulations make todaya friend in
Japanthat Iswapped seedith, sent mehese different
formswhich flowered in the third year after sowing. Now
while fresh seederminatesvell | have found thagettinga
goodseedset is not that straight forwar@s soon as | see
the white pden appearing | am out with my paint brush
cross pollinating bua good fertilisation and seed set is
dependentnthe weatheandl cannot controthat. | have
tried growing them in the bulb houteprotect then but if
anything they disliked that even mae | reverted to leaving theaut sice where they grew best but seed set is
still hit and misslf all the flowering plantsve have wersuccessful wavould have plenty seed to share around bu
most years justget enough seed to maintain and slowly build up our stecksi lastyear three fat seed pods on
the pink formdisappearedvernighti somethingnust have eaten them it could have been a slug, a mouse or a b
so | will try and find a way to protect them from that this year. Thallscolony we have gmwing in a bedlid set
some seed which | allowed to scatter naturally as | am trying to bsédttseedingcolony there.



https://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2014Jan291391022895IRG49.pdf
https://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2014Jan291391022895IRG49.pdf
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As if from nowhere clumpef snowdrops are now appéarj




Galanthus pIictus seedlings




For two days we had
dry weatler and
some very welcome
sunshine which
allowedthe
snowdrops t@mpen
their flowers andne
to get on with lifting
the last of the leaves
and preparing the
beds for the
imminentgrowths
that will push though
from their winter
hibernation
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Cyclamen coumhave made f sand bednow becoming the moss bed, tHeame seedng aroundand the first
into flower among themaller bulbsve grow here
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Cyclamen coum




| In the bub hourcus atticusflower have spmg up in he sand bs along with all the Narcissus.




As | predicted this week | had to get out with the watering cans and waterbheoise sando each can of water

| added a half strength ligutdmatotype plant foodvhich I will continue to do as long asm using the watering
cans.

| never get tired of looking atll the hooppetticoatNarcissus seedlingthere are so many variations such as this
specimen witla largewhite open rolled backoronawith protrudinganthersand style
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Many of the plants that weriginally receivedasNarcissus romieuxiimay well have been natlly occurring

hybrids which when they al®ougtt togetherin a small glasshouseith other forms and species cross freely
producing the wide variatioof flowersthat we seemost of which are fertile

Narcissus romieuxiiseedling




Narcissus romieuxiiseedling

Narcissus bulbocodium sedling on the leftwith the upward facingNarcissus romieuxii rifanuson the right.




The bulbs growing in potsuch afNarcissusromieuxii [Craigton Clumper fwere also watered and fed this week



