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Aegopadium podagaria
It wasmy boyhood interest inature and wild plants théitst lead me into gardening and that call of the wild is stil
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== To the casual glance
they look the same and

while the mass of the
flowers are
Aegopodiumon
checking the foliage
and stems | find the
area is dottd with a
number of other genera
includingAegopodium
podagaria,Heracleum
sphondylium Myrrhis
oderataand Anthriscus
sylvestris- or to give
them th& common
names Ground Elder
(or Bishop Weed in
Scotland, Hogweed,
Sweet Cicely and Cow
Parsley.




As if the foamy yvhlte sea of Aegopodlum podagarmarmot enough of a spectactmture I|fts the scene both
literally and aesthetically with a standeéracleum sphondyliumrising up like a forest displaying the typical
form of the umbellifer flowers anst the dark background.

Not far away I walk through a Iush green wet S|te spotted by yeIIow butteRapancqus acrls with spiky

rusheggrowing in the low lying wettest area. | am not suggesting that we fill our small gardens with these plan
although if | had unlimited space | would love to have such plantings, but we can take inspiration by interpretit
naturés mass planting styles using plant combinations more suitable to the size, climate and ground conditior

your garden.
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When it becenes difficult for you to tell if these pictures were taken in the wild or in our garden then | am happ

because that means that | am | earning naturebds w
providing a sequence of interest over as larsgason as possible in our climiatais is the garden.

The plants we
use range from
those that are
rare in
cultivation to
other that many
consider weeds
that should be
eradicated or
banished from
gardensl think
we need to be
more relaxed
and find sjpces
for plants such
as the beautiful
Cymbalaria
muralisin our
gadens.
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On my walks | pass thigery baring front garden that is just all bare gravel but @anbalaria muralifas made

its way from the wall to spread out across the gravel and whed#iful sghtit is. Nature shows that this is a great

rock garden plantyes it will spread oubutit does not inhibit or prevent othplants in any wago ask youwself if
this was a rarity just intuced from the Himalaya would you tvethe queuéo get hold of it” would.

)

Cymbalaria muraliss, like all plants fascinatingi | always wonder how the seeds find their way into tiny cracks i
the stone walls whersome go on to grow the harshest of conditions.




Once
Cymbalaria
muralis gets a
roothold it will
sed to find new
opportunities by
sending out
stolons with the
hope that the
plantlets on
thar tips will

find a
favourable
crack to lay = gy L | (N PN NN W o4
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rare plant :
introduced from ;
the Himalaya

that has evolved S g =
a very similar % - o
stoloniferous w
growth.
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Saxifraga brunonisis, whichis still relatively rare in cultivationproduces masses of these bright red stolons in t
hope that some chanoe a suitable place to growlater in the summer it produces a sequence of small yellow
flowers but it never produces a floral spectacledmpare with that of Cymbalarid/e even interpret nature in our
troughs where we encourage plant communities to form to the extent thaaittexentually completely cover the
rocks that form the mini landscape.
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The garden is on a very different scal
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While each | ugh or bezhn be consid'ed to baratabia theyall combine to ece our garden.




Eranthis alpinus

The uprightspore bearinfrondsrise up through the matt &8lechnum penna marina



