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| cortinue along the
theme of welcoming
nature into our
garden by working
in partnership with
nature. | am always
amused when
people suggest that
our garden looks to
be weed free. My
first answer is that
weeds are in the
mind of the
gardener many a
cherishedjarden
plant may be
considered to bema
invasiveweed in
some countriesl
prefer to call them
wild plants and
learn to appreciate
them. Of course
there are@me that
: ) can spread by seed
andbr stolons to the extent that they become the dominant plarg exttusion to all others but there are many
that just arrive, seed around and grow in harmony witlpldets hat we choose to introducehdre are some
plants in the wild that we would not want in our garden just like there are plants irdeng#hat should not be
all owed to get into natural habitats indeed most

Digitalis purpurea ris
that | featured last week.
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This is awonderfully rich area of farm land that forms pafrthe6 g r e e n t 6 n thditwe
was bought up many years ago by developers. Up until now the developers have been denied planning perm
so the fields have
been abandoned and
left to nature and it
has been fascinating
and educational for
me to watch the
different habitats
forming.

The former fields are
crisscrossed with a
network of paths
trodden by walkers
and it has become
such a valuable
natural park full of
wild life that I hope it
can remain always
like this.

You will see evidence
of this type of habitat
all though our garden
mostly in the way we
pack plants in without
leavinganybare soll
around them




We cancontrol

howmuch seedhe

plants in the garde

areallowedto shed

and so we will cut

back the stems of

Digitalis purpurea s

as the flowers fade [§& ‘

and before they R

seed this both G

reduces the numbe

of seedlings and

initiates all the

buds in the leaf

axils which

activateto give us

another sequence

of flowers- it also

makes the plants

more perennial

this one haveen

growing and

flowering for five 2 s

years now. | will  FEREEEEE ] - v PEEA
howeverallow some seed to mature which can be scattered into the back of the shrubby beds but | must adm
the majority of plants res@tfrom the seeds | missheddingand growingn the gravel pathk the seedlingsare
easily lifted and replanted into suitable ared®n they are big enough or in their second year of growth
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| spotted this largélowered beautiful form growing inamong brambles in an@hhedgeow that | walk beside
and have made a note to go back and collect some seed when it is ripe.

For some reason
the stem of this
Lilium martogon
has grown
sideways possibly
trying to getout
from under the
expanding growth , : Ba b &ue
of bushego reach TR vl ' -
more lighthowever A 3
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the flowers still S A N o
open to display L SN L
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their beauty. | i 4
dislike using stakesgmaits
to support the taller peza S Ege
plants | much
prefer to let them

flop if they want

you will notice that L8

the stem turns N

skywards again

towards the tip.
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The early flowering plants and bulbse theffower before theemergencef the
carpetof leaves and growtWhile the later flowering plants needll stems tqush their flowersip so they can

display above the mixed foliage. It is well o spending time looking at tmange and variation of tHeliage
which becomesnincreasingly importanfieature of the garden as the flowering subsides into the summer.

The spring
bulb bed is
now aforest
of Arisaema
stemstopped
off by their
attractive
whorl of
leaves.
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Corydalis mairei is a subtle plant with small blue flowers that do not stand out as much as many othérsrbut

they catch the light alongith the red stems and linggeen seed podtheyhave an ppeal.This relativelyshort
lived plantis one of the manghat likesto move aroundn this case by seed and rather teyingwhereit was
first planted it migratedyear on year to find newpportunitieancluding among the Arisaema stems.

Corydalis mairei

| have aided the
spread ofCorydalis
maireiacioss the
garden by scattering
its seedsnto a

range of habitats
where it can
continue its
progress




| read that if nothing isating your
plants then yoware not part ofhe
ecosystenandonthat test we are
fully absorbed in factwe
welcomenature into our garden
To see so many woodland birds on
the garden feederslmtha great
joy to usas well asa confirmation
that we have indeed created a
suitablewoodlandhabitat

Earlier in the yearhe feeders
needed fillinga few times a week
now the bird$have introducedll
their fledglings (some have
successfullyaised two broogsl
need to fill them every dayThe
birdshaveeaten their wayhrough
13kg of sunflever hearts igust
four weeks.

The garden also providesade
range of otherdod sourcs for the
birds frominsectsand grubs tahe
seedf some of the plants we
grow.

Earlierin the year we watched the
Goldfinches eating thBandelion
seeds.
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The Bullfinches have a preference for the seeds of Geranium robertiathisis a plant that many would remove
because they consider it to be a weed. | love this plas¢dsaroundand its delicate growth never competes with

any ofthe other plantsit softens areas around the slabs and troughs and it is such a pleasure to watch the
Bullfinches teaching their young to hover and grab the seeds.

Thecontainer " pine treeoffers a habitatJolunteerplants to seed into armecome part of thisod chéin
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The white form
of Geranium
robertianum
comes true
from seed and
also provides a
food source for
pollinators as
well as the seed
eaters.

Geranium robertiahuralsorowde flowers in theaised slab beds where it grows in erfect harmony while we
wait for the Cyananthus to start to flower.




us microphyllus, Geum pulvinaris and Geranium robertianum.
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Hanging over the sides tfe slab beds tHst Hypericum rptansﬂowersof theyearareopenng - this
Himalayan plant will provide a sowr®f food forpadlinatorsuntil thewinter frostsarrive.



