


What appears ithe Bulb Logis mostly he phnt related subjects that haween interesting me through a wesid
while it typically involvesthe comings and goings ofgpits inour gardenit may also include things | see on my
travelswhich havebeenfar ranging. Over the years | have been invited to give talks in many countries, from Ne
Zealand ® Alaska,andl recordwhat | seewith photographshen write up aummary in my weekly diary.
Sometimes these travels have been to other parts of Scotland toosthoter areas such as Shetlahd, Western
Isles, Inverewgetcwhere there is an inter@sg naturalflora. As a reult of Covidl have not travelled since
February 20280 all my explorations have to be more lpaabstly in the garden or within walking distance of our
home. It is interesting to reflectthitte pi ct ure of wi |l d f | oweversvastakeat |
withinalOmi n ut e sf bomelautiskan image whiclkeouldequallyhave taken in many of those places | have
previouslyvisited. The lesson we can learn from this is that no matter where you live you should explore your
area tocheck out the flora anfduna- you may be surprisedhatyou find growing there.

A recentcampaign to
encourage pple to leave
their lawns uncutor the
good of nature has also
caught my attention. |
could not agree more
like many others | have
been encouraging people
not to cut their grass so
short or often for years
but for manytnheat and
tidybis what seems to
takeprecedentAberdeen
Council have left some
areas to grownowever
that hasattracted a
counter campaigfrom
some that it was untidy
and theyare pushingfor
B b b , l the grass to be cut.

I't is very difficultn otJroortIaaem haiituelene it takdﬂsa tot ofddpdecationearmdt 6 |

chemicals to get an effect like this one which like all the other picthi®sveekl took on a walk within 15mins of

home. Whilel admire the knowledge and work that goes into a garden like this it is far too ardifididloring for

myliking - lam muchmorerit er est ed itkep tlwdmsewhe’rmplate otheruham ass get a hold and tha

| can explore. - : : z

| would ratter

have a lawn

like this

where | would
encourage S
other perhaps (e
more

colourful wild
flowers to
growthat

would also

provide a

resource for
insects and

wild life.




ovebut thatis an even bigr assault on




/

s |/

This is a good start where the firgnasses are for ow which means vaviddglowers have

estdlished and can start to seed around.
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flower sabmix Ioproviding much richer biodiversity
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| am also ésmayed by the number of front gares that have eeadin lock block but be warned that

creates the ultimate crevice garderd | wasdelightedto find this onealso being reclaimed by naturestlythe
dandelionlike Hypochaeris radicata

Hypochaeris
radicata
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now this moremy type of gardemlthoughmany | am sure would think this is untidy aimglecte@but it is much
more nature friengt than the prim grass and | alselieveit is betterenvironmenfor the humarspirit.
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I love the plantingsin thesetwo gjrden:that pass both have a mixure of wild and cultivated p‘nts
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Magnificent Hedge

Walking on past the gardens | am
headingio explorea more natural
areaand on my way pass a
magnificen hedge.

Here issomethingelse we can do
better.Thehedgesve inherited
with our housearelike the
majority - amonoculturemost of
which isLigustrumwith a snall
area of Lonicerdut if | were
planting a hedgaowit would be
more like thiswith amixture of
suitabletrees and shrubacluding
the roses

Whatever the colour, these roses
smellwondeful i andattract
manypollinators




Ranunculus epensand Trifolium repensi
This beautiful grassy arda full of ButtercupsandClover.
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This is part of a research area where seed mixes have been added to the grasses and |l
replacemanylawnsto make gardensmuch more valuableatural resource to theenefitof all.




