


Allium nevskianum

This plant was originally introduced
by Jim Archibald but it came to us
as a gift of seedrom an excellent
grower and friendn Belgium when
it was easy and permitted to
exchange seeds as well as plants
between friends in Europe. Sadly
such exchanges whether they are
casual between friends or formal
through organised Seed Exchanges
look to be under threat from
increasing regulations which makes
me even more determined to get
seed from as many of oukgmts as |
can. Unfortunatelyhis yearit is as |
feared the cold weather we
experiencedhas meant that despite
my best efforts at pollinating the
flowers we have virtually no seed
setting on any of the budbThe weather has taken a sudden turn for the better with a high pressure isyahgm f
delivering some very welcome sunshine and warmth to the garden although the east coast haar takes a whil
off so we might not see the sunshine until lunch time.

Getting seed i ntly irritated when | read or see
people telling us to dead head our bukagpposedlpo they can send all the energy into the bMi observations
and the trialhave proved thdiulbs that set seed stay gregrowingon for 4-6 weeks longer #n they do if seed

is not setandthis extra growing time more than makes upaioy energy going into the seead fact in some of my
trials the largest bulbs were those that set segalead heading your bulbs reduces the length of the growing
seasondr your bulbs sending them into a premature dormandyseed is nateds great free gift to gardenerge
should gratefully accept iBecause there is virtually no seed in the bulb houses the bulbs are going down earl
are starting to look like hay meadowisstopped watering at the first signs of the leaves yellowing.
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Allium shelkovnikovii is another we received from the same source and | am so‘delighted to have these later
flowers gracing the bulb houses. Although they flower later than most of the other bulbs we grow their leaves
into growth around the same tips® theleavesare ofterdying back by the time the flowers appear.

Allium shelkovnikovii




Ornithogalum sp
ex Greece CUS

We have a number ';3“ <

Ornithogalum species& f =

from Greece and e =

Turkey that have a [ 8

similar growth (7 77

patternwith their :

leaves cornmg quite

earlyin the growing

season sby the time

the flowers appear

theyare often going
back
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Ornithogalum sp ex Greece
This one flowers a bit later than the dréhowedin the previous pictutevhich was taken two weeks gghowing
it still in tight budT its progression to full flower is recorded in the next two pictures.




This weekthe first
flowersstartedto open
then in the warmth of
the sunshingt burst
into bloom as shown
below.

or after the flowers

appeaand| know,

because | have

sectioned bulhghat

they will have formed N

their flower buds at the g%

end of the previous

seasofs growth before

they go underground fo ,

the summer. Now | am (/ ;

wondering if the Allium §Z2

and Ornithogalum -

follow the same pattern or because the Ieaves form Iong before the flowers edoergmr flower budsvait all

that time to appear or might th&yrm earlier in the same season? If the bulbs behave the same way irthexiute
cannotbe efficient to be trying to makeexty e aflowesbudsat the same time as tharrentones are in flower
and when thgellowing leaves cannot be gathering maximanergyi | see more bulbs will have to be sectioned
as | try and answer my question

Ornithoglum sp ex Greece




The bulbs in th@ Uuob sed s:arpnl bedare also retreating back underground for the summbrtlme only seeds
beingon some Hermodactylus tuberosushich are still greerwhile all the othersiround thenhave died back.

Still green Hermodactylus tuberosusmth seed pods
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Most of the bulbs in the other bulb house s a
hopefullya fewmore to come in the summer as | sbalbsto extend the flowering sson for as long as possible.
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AnotherOrnithogaIum sp. - this one which is from ukeyjrows slight taller.




The very Iast of the Narmssus rowers are just hanglng on as the Ornlthogalum open
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Tropaeolum tricolor is not doingaswell as it did in previous years becausis itne of a number of plants that

suffered in the very cold14C, conditions earlier in the year. | believe the romky have beedamaged by the
deep frost which has preventadfgient nutrients and water fromeachng and suppomg the growth.

All our plants ofTropaeolum azureumweresimilarly affectedbut afew have managea tgo on and flower as we
expect | am reasonably confident the tubers will survive.
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There is a similarigiationin the garden where the ctspring weather severely hindersac
fertilisationresulting inthe bulbs going into retreat &ar than in more fertile years
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On decorative values this sister Corydalis capitata hybrid seedling came close tthbseriput the seedling |
eventually selectestood out on adaptabilityjgour, ease of increases well as decoration

One of my favourite planting combinationswtho r y d al i s ¢ C risahis @rte avimere the vanolse 6
Dicentra hybrids and ferns all share a variation on the theme of teafftd colour.



