


Thechanging of the seasons
continues as the leaves on the
trees emerge, expand and
provide us with a wonderfully
colourful canopy.

This wave of colour above our
heads looks especially beautiful
when seen in sunshine against a
clear blue skynd its
emergenceoincides with the
changing of the flora at ground
level. The early flowering
plants that took advantage of
the open skies to grow and
flower before the leaf canopy
emerged have completed their
growth cycleandhave already
gone underground or are in
retreatto be replaced with some
of the woodland species whose
flowering time coincides with
the leaf growth on the trees.
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ju k to March to both remind you of tteaes when the earliest of the bulbs were in flower anc
to show the ugly stumpf one of the very first plants we grew, an Apatmatum '‘Dissectum Atropurpuredm
which atapproaching fiftyyears old was one of the original plants in the garden. Sadly in recent years it has be
suffering from die back and Coral Spot fungus to the éxbext we d@cided it was time to take drastic action and
cut it right backremoving all the dead wood until all we were left with was a rather ugly stump. You may not
notice at this time of year but low down on the right hand side of the stump therels gréhe form of a new
network of branches that grew during last yielrey are more obvious in some of the next pictures where they a
coming into leaf. When it was in good health this trenied a beautiful cascading cgy under which a
populationof Bluebells establishedthear leaves can be seen just pushing through the ground.
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This newAcer growth with theredleaves is more obvious in the current view above and we hope that we can
regrow a healthy attractive structure from this ancient rather ugiypsthich is surrounded by Bluebells
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ticking up so | removed the top cutting it just above the new growth and placed it o
slabs to throw away but as soon as it lay on its side it reminded me of a Henry Moore reclineng figu




This view from

the other side wa
taken after |
sawed off the top
of the stump. This
area was :
completely
shaded by the
Acer and the Blue
bells were about
the only thing we
grew along with
some
Erythroniums that £
were escaping |
from the adjacent
bed havever now

it is more open |
have been adding =
other plants '
including

Hepatica and
Meconopsis
showing how
when something
dies the space it leaves opens up new opportunities.

These are all 'hybrid etweblryacinthoidemispanica and H. non scripta which/eaeen given the name
Hyacinthoidesx massartianayn. H. x variabilisand are the most commonly seen form of Bluebells in gardens.
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Hyacinthoides nonscripta and Hyacinthoides hispanica
Studies suggest that the two specdieerged from a single ancestor around 8000 years ago and when grown
together they readily hybridige produce the variable and vigorous forms we see in gardens. Many people dis
H. hispanica and the hybrids even suggesting that they should be teddical wonder why they are so quick to
dismiss such attractive garden plants. | do however agree that everything should be done to preserve the wilc
populations oHyacinthoides notscriptafrom invasionor dilutionby the more vigorous hybridsut! eshod
become plansnobs in the garden. The picture above shows some of the diagnostics that separate the two spe
H. nonscripta the floweraresmallerdarkerwith more ecurved petalsyhite pollenandare all on one side of the
stem giving it the characteristic cunwe comparisorthe flowersof H. hispanicare larger, palehave blue pollen
and growsymmetricallyall around the sterhthe hybrids arevariable.
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When you come across thybids it becomes more difficult to éleatinuish t

hmwith somellike theone in
the main clump abovegetting very close tblyacinthoides noscripta

Different colour fors of the hybrillyacinthoides< massartiana




Hyacinthoides x massartiana

Hyacinthoides x massartiana



Referrin back t
number ofchanges as orgroup offlowers passed oveo beredacedby the nextand now it is the turn of the
Bluebellsto displaytheir blooms seebelow.
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ts ofArisaemawhich arepokingthrou groundarcurrentlhide in amongst the
Bluebellsbutwill rise up tatake overas the main featuref this bedn the coming week




‘Asarum eluropaeum
Not all flowers announce themselwegh bright colours or standing higeome like those ofAsarum europaeum

needto be searched for. The new leaeéshis plantprovidesoft greerground coveand grow happilyn deep dry
shadeand unless yoget down and lok below their low lyingcoveringyou will never get the pleasure of seeing

theirfascinating flowers growing at ground level.

Asarum
europaeum




Thesubtle

colours of some
flowersmake
themeasy tovalk 5
past- such a plant -
is scrambling :
through the small
Rhododendromn

the rightin this

picture

raised placing itbetween the rocks ofigraised bedvhereuntil nowit has surviveaather than thrived suspect
that the roots have eventually searched into the humusalshhat we used to build the baddl am delighted to
seethat after so many yeaitss now growing and flowering well
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Primula geraniifolia is anothersurvivorthat hashung arourgincethe early days of the gard@rwas one of the
original plants we grew in this bebh theearlydays itformeda nice clumpbut as the bed maturedhiad to

compete with many other plants including dwarf shmvbgh forced itto move aroundvhich it does by
undergroundtemsand it keeps popping wphere it finds a suitable space so we have to seaoch. it

Despite the size it
will reachlater in
the season | am
often surprised to
come across the
flowers of
Arisaema wilsonii
which have
sneaked up
without me
noticingand this
year was no
exception as | only
found them as |
searchedhrough
the early growtlof
plants that are now
starting to retreat
for the summer.




Exploring your own
garden casometimes
be as fascinating as
exploring in thewild:
here while | was
checkingfor any
signs of seed setting
in this group of
(Pseudo)Trillium
rivale, | was surprised
to find a giant.

In my handand to the lefare the typical leavesf normal size but one single plards grown to deast twice as
large | will haveto remembeto check next year to see if this isaverratioror if this is indeed a giant form.



