


It is said that a
picture is worth a
thousand words
and that is the
theme | am
adopting this
week. Summer
has arrived in
North East
Scotlandor at
least our version
of it - how long it
will last is not
clear but for now
at least we have
been enjoying
some verywarm,
up to 23C,
temperatures and
bright sunshine.
The warm dry
days have pushed
many of the early
, : : 4 x5 e Wi plants

e ' e Pt ST A “* underground to
their summer retreat leaving just the yellow remains of their leaves lying on the surface as a @rthieder
presenceNow the space they occupiedtaken over by the lush grow bérbaceous plantsost of which we
allow to choose their own place by ssfedingTo prevent being completely ovain we do exercise some control
by removing the flower headad the more prolific ones before they gle¢ chance to shed all their sdrd oher
than that we leaveuch of the plantingo nature who | constantly find isnaore innovativegardener than | anas
evidencedy this colony of Meconopsis bailegrowingin thevery gritty freedrainng soils of therock garden bed
ratherthan inthe
cooler moister
humus rich soils
we have in most
other beds.

This isrepeated
acrosghe garden
wherealmost
without fail the
Meconopsis

baileyi seedlings
appeain therocky &
well drained 2
cracks and
crevicesin

troughs at the

edges of path)in

the sand beds.




bed on the right and the bulb bed on the left.
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The rock garden bed ac on ‘ one thé Erwhroﬁium fr rrm\bbause very few have set seed this,year
mog have already gone underground ag#ieplunge has manyeconopsis seedling®t growing in thdhumus
rich soils in the baskets but dutly in thenarrow strips obandbetween them.

S
bulbs stated to flowen February
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Just compare the bubied in early Marcho the same view below taken this week to see how the growth has
changed and it has been through several transitions in between these two extremes.

o

Lérger bulbs suc ‘éslliums poke p hrough a mass ofherbaceous growth.
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‘Alliums in




AII Aconitum, elphiiu, qmlegia and some of the Irger Corydalis all add to the wild effect.

The yellow flowers oDoronicu up above all the other foliage to face the sky.
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The plantings in some of the troughs and raised p

effect only on a rom
some vantage [nats they canviewedtogethemwith areasheyondcreatingtheillusion of acontinuoudandscape
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Troughsandraised beds combine with plantin
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We allowed thishappy mixture oseltseededAquil egia and Meconopsi
soften andring colour to an otherisenot very interesting spot.




Corydalis Craigton Blue fjs all around the garden wheraiiinglesvery happily with the other dense plantirags
doesMeconopsis cambrica

Dicentra hybridsand & RU\GDOLV p&UDLIJWRQ %OXHT



