


Ourfriend
Colin Crosle
visited our area
last week and
saw SO many
gardens where
this particular
form of
Celmissawas
in full glorious
flower that he
said it should
be the regional
plant of
Aberdeen. It is
indeed very
common in
gardenf our
neighbourhood
whereit has
obviously been
split and spread
to line the front
paths or fill the
s . ' 2 : beds of many
gardens and | am sure you could do a soual study based on how this plant has been shared around over ma

| am fairly sure that it is a form or posibly a hybridd#imisia spectabilis whicis a suitable name for the
wonderful spectacle of the mass of white daisy flowers it will produce in a good year and this is a good year.




| suspect the original
plants came from Jack
Drakes Inschriach
Nursery possibly
bought at the
Inschriach plant stall at
one of theSRGC
shows held annulgl in
AberdeenJack Drake
and his partner John
Lawson raised a lot of
New Zealand plants
and had a range of
Inschriach Celmig
hybrids and this may
be one of those.
In addition to the
wonderful floral
display the rigid
silvery evergreen
A ; leaves bring
: a TR AN RS ' decoration and
structure all year round. It will form multiple rosettes which are easy to split off in late summer, autumn or ear
spring sometimes they come with & loif root but even those divisions without roots will root when planted into
moist conditions. | walked past the garden where this plant grew every day and two years ago | wgcieed it
throughreconstruction to form a drivia for a car during whichime a very large mukliosetted clumparound one
meter acrossvas dug up and left lying unprotected roots exposed on the surface for over six months through 1
winter before it got spilt and replantéte followingsummer to form twelve sizeable plants whiclyas can see
from those inthe picture above are growing beautifully.
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The bad weather we experienced at peak Erythronium flowering time hasdésalteery poor seed s#tis year
which in combination with the recent dry and sometimes hot conditions has sent the Erythronium undergroun
earlier than they woulth a more favourable yearhenseedwas setTheearlydormancyhas allowed me to get
goingon a long overdue repotting of the plunge baskets. Id&altyaximise growth and increase | would like to be

able to repot them every year ltrecent years is has been too wet and by the end of July when | could get intc
themsomewere alreadydrming new rootsErommy experience | have no doubt tha¢pottingbulbs every year

will result in morevigorousbulbs, maximiseéheirincreaseand delivelbeter floweringand while you can get away
with repotting every second yeairfter three years you will notice a decline in the flangand size of the bulbs.

As long as the
weather holds | will
concentrat®nthe
plunge baskets of
(mostly) Erythronium
many of which have
not been repotted for
several years now
herel have doné¢he
far awayhalf of this
plunge and will work
my way through the
other half.




While it is most[y ErythrohiUh’n)[‘jI‘bsAthgtﬂ\-)Qé grow in these plunges there are a few baskets of other bulbs such
this one of Fritillaria pyreaica

e base of
the stemunder good conditionhe old scales should wither away as they pass all their stored endophemew
ones but environmental factors such as the weather can meaartteaot he ol d sompldtegshrinkl o n ¢
away | suspect the reason that some of the old ste&lehave not passed all their storeenergy on to the new
ones is because the dmarmconditions forced the plants ingoprematte hibernation
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Regular readers of the Bulb Log will know that the Erythroniums are not always growing alone in the baskets
plants will seed or creep Hespecially when it&s been such a long time sindedt replantedhe baskets above
aresome of the usual suspeeSrocus, Corydalis and a rice grain Fritillaria affinis.

Certain bulbsswch as
Fritillaria affinis , have
foundit anevolutionary
advantageo produe@
rice grainsloosely
attachedo the main
scalesl also find that
whenleft to their own
devicessuch bulbwill
grow near the surface
wherethe annuafall of
leaves or otherorganc
detritus forms new
nutritiousrich soilssuch
asthose foundn
woodlandsBirds and
other wild lifealsofind
thistop organiclayerto
be full of food and even
in the garden | have
watchedbirds especially
Blackbirds enthusiasticallygcattering the detritus around andso doing will disturb th&e bulbs scattering thiee
grainsaroundas they do and that is the evolutionadvantage to clonal increa3éne smallrice grainsalso
provide amadvantagéy falling off whenanimalsdig andeatthe mainbulbsplus| have observed that in wet
conditions when the main bulbs may rot off a proportion ofitteegrainsalways survive.




Dicentra
cuccularia bulbs
have evolved the
same strategy of
forming many
loosely attached
rice grains they
also grow near
the surface in
fact if you plant
them too deep
theyonly grow
leaves anavill

not floweruntil
the bulb has
made its way to
just below the
surfaceln the
gardernwe often
find them lying
exposed as the
birds disturb the
organic mulches FX
which hadedto them s

.

S Sl c ¥ ’ b 5 o
¥, . x g o)

By means of stragice grainghey have foundheirway into many of therythronium plungdasketsvhere they
grow just below theurfaceoffering no directcompetitionto the Erythronium bulbs which like to grawthe
bottam layers- the yellowbulbsalongside thdicentra cucculariare those of Dicentreanadensisvhich are
distinct andeasilyseparategshould | wsh to do so




Erythronium bulbs
Repotting timewhenl observeand handle thbulbs is when llearnmost abouthe growth othesefascinating
plants- above are a some goetedErythroniumbulbs thatvhen growing wellwill increase clonally by
secondary bulbs forming.

When repotting
the plunge
baskés | refresh
rather than
replagng all the
soil.

The soils we use
in the baskes are
loam and mineral
based in the form
of loam, sand and
grit which,
because itloes
not break down
can bereused
over a long time
To refreshthe

soil | addand mix
some ofourown
leaf mouldinto a
scoopof theold
mix to forma
bottom planting
layer.




| scatter some bone
mealonto the bottom
layer, which s half of
the old mix and half
newleaf mouldby
volume thenl lightly
mix it in before
placing the bulbs.
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e coveredby more of the old mixo which |

Erythronium citrinum bulbglacedon the bottom layewhich will |
adda lightsprinklingof bone meal and leafiould
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Before | top off tle basket | replace some of théertbulbs that | found in the upper layarisen | emptied the
basket, theCrocus, Coryds and Fritillariado not compete at all with the growghthe Erythronium anfiring
extraseasonaihterest to thérames

This Erythronium howelli
bulb has not been disturbed
for around five yearand
hasformeda mass of
secondaryulbs

We see a lot of bulbs in
cultivation that form
clumpsbutin the wildthey
mostlygrow scattered
around as singl8owering
stems fronseedonly
rarelyasclumps

My hypothesiss thatin
the garden we seek to
select bulbs that form
clumpsand most of you
will know from experience
that if we do ot lift and
divide such clump®n a
regularbasisthey will start
to growmore and more
congested until themostly
producdeaveswith fewer
flowers appearingrhere
are no gardeners to divide
clumpsin the wildsoclumpingforms wouldeventuallydie out throughheincreasedompetition caused by
congestiorbut in the garden wéehe gardenerprovidethe advantage biyegular division.
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Now | have spliand spacethemouttheseErythronlum howelu bulb$heyW|II aII growon to flowerlng size

In cultlvatlon we vw_e the bibs that increase by divisicas a result of thdevelopmenbf secondarjouds forming
around heparentbulbs in erythronium these growths can form on the old asilib shrinksandat the base of the
stemnear the top of the bulb
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Erytﬁronium bulbs are replééed every yeaf .by a oeevbut the ~r'évrﬁélins of the old bulfginkandremain té form
a series of chainthatcanbefoundat the base of the bulbhae are dormant buds on geehainswhich can be
stimulated into growth if anything happenghem,or if they are removed from thdominantbulb.



Erythron ium tuolumnense

Our frames are
surrounded by trees
and hedges so one of
the main problems we
have is the
encroachmemf roots
seeking out the
nutrients and leaf
mould in the potting
mix. If left for too long
theseinvading roots
wouldrob all the
goodnesgrom the
basketzausng some
bulbs to shrink away
but someof the larger
morevigoroustypes
such as Erythraom
tuolumnenseseem less

bothered.
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Tree roots

Despite the invasion of tree and hedge roots tEggthrorium tuolumneasebulbs are still a good size.



