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/" Crocus sieberi sieberi



Taking pictures of the bulbs
growing in the sand beds presents
many of the same problems you
encounter when capturing images
of them in the wildFirstly | am
restricted in the angle | can
approach them frorand then there
are all the other leaves and
growths that get in front of them.
| find myself doing a similar
degree of Ogthat de
will be familiar to anyone who has
taken pictures of plants in the wild
which refers to trying to clean up
the view into the subject by
bending other leaves the hope
they will stay out of the view for
long enough to capture the image.
Having spent many an hour trying
| am now comfortable with the
RN A fact that it is not possible to get the
same type of plant portrait with theslamts as | could with a subject griowg in a pot that can be stageth fact |
rather like the wayhis view iscloser to the natural way you might see some of these heinébitat When it is
closed thisCrocus sieberi sieberidisplaysbeautifully contrasting colounshere a dll yellow tube leads up to the
rich purple and white outer segments of the closed flower.

When it warms up enougheththe beautiful white, orange and golden colour€xfcus sieberiflowers arefully
revealed.
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The close relativ€rocus atticuswhich for some time was considered to be a subspect@ooiis sieberihrives
in these sand bed conditions.
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Crocus atticus has also proven to
increasedvermany decades
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Crocus abantensiggrows well outside in the gritty soils of the raised slab beds where it slowly increases.




Many other
crocus such as
theseCrocus
chrysanthus
hybrids were
encouragedo
opentheir flowers
during hefew
days of warm
sunshine
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This spreading group @rocus tommasinianusstarted out as a small pot of seedlings that | plant
rocks on the right hand sidanceincreasedy both seed and division




While it is nice to see clumps btilbs forming | muh prefer to see them spaced out in a more naturalistic type o
planting like this group whicmainly consists ofCrocus tommasinianusat the momenith othersstill to open.
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It is asimilar




Because of the
mixture of plantghe
naturalistic style in
the sand bedss in
the rest of the
gardenis far
removed from
anything you might
see inthe wild but it
is myattemptto get
away from pots
formal bedsand
specimerplanting

encourage the plants# A

to grow as they
wouldin nature
moving around by
selfseeding

44

forming associations &

andmixedplant
colonies
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Outsidewe have a narme bed where some of thes reticulata cultivarshave growrwell for many years even
though they get a bit chewed by the slugs.




Iris retic ulata
cultivars.

S avehe bulbggrowingthroughsuitablegroundcov
the naturalmulchesand not rsing up from justbare groundHere a mulch of leaves will slowtyrn green ashe
low growingAdoxa moschatellinatats into growthi it is one of a number of wild flowers that we useyasind
coverin thebeds.
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Snowdropsandlris form a bacground for the drep warm yeIIow flowers oCrocusherbertl WhICh spreads by
stolons.

Ins 'Shella Ann Geraney
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Naricssus and
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| learred a lot from thistte original bulb house sand bed such as how well many of the bulbs grew to the exten
with the current growth it is a bit like a Narcissus jungleroligh the wintewe enjoyed the mass flowering of the
Narcissus butor nowtheleaves and stems have grown so ek they areflopping over and | will need to part

thema bitto allow the next wave of floweto getthrough

nting theand bedn theother bulb housallowing the bulbs

With that experience was moreestrainedvhen pla
more space so it would take longer for them to get to the crowded state.




Crocus and Narcissus.

Narcissus eualbids



