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The bulbs oNarcissus
cyclamineuscan be easily
raised from seed but the bulbs
dislike beingout of the
ground for any length of time
which is one of the reasons
why it is not as widely
available a®therspecies
whosebulbs can betered
and shippedlry during the
summer months aformancy
A question about why a
named cultivar of Narcissus
bulbocodium breaks down
into many norflowering
bulbs raises a few interesting
points. Bulbs that are not
receiving sufficient water and
nutrient often react tthis
stress by breaking down into
many small bulbsEnsuring
that your bulbs are well
spaced out and planted deep enough in the first plaloe¢he application o& feed with a Potassiusupplement
around this time of year will also aid flower bud protilme. Some of the named cultivars that are widely available
are selected because they increase quickly not becausaréhgging tdlower well in a wide range of growing
conditions. In the past we have had a number of such plants including Narcissetiulin and a form of
Erythronium dens canis that maclastersof smallnonfloweringbulbsevery year that never matured to flowering
sizel our answer was tget rid of them andtart growing our own from seelopulations obulbs, including
Narcissusgrowing in the wild have been seeding through many generatioaeby a process ofiatural selection

they have become very adapted to the local weather and habitat of their homeland so weecassatilyexpect
them to grow well irall our differentgarden conditions. What tae teaches us is to raise the bulbs or plaois
seedthenby regularlycollecting and sowing the seettisoughsubsequent generatewe will end up withplants
that are more adapted to your garden conditimisgthetime testedprocess of natural selection

We are
constantly
collecting
and sowing
seeds of the
Narcissus
cyclamineus
growing in
the garden
where they
have adapted
to a wide
range of
different
habitatsfrom
a gritty rocky
landscape to
woodland
habitats.
Sometinmes
we just leave
them to sk
Sow.
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Narcissus cyclamineus
Although the seed set is subject to the vagaries of our wesdtfiewering time | seek to improve tisbancs by
going around craspollinatingbetweerthe flowers with a paint brush.
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Many ofthe Narcissus would not survive gnng outside in our aren S0 we enjoy their flowers adu:h the
winter by growing them in the bulb houses both in pots and the sand beds.
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We apply the same progression from séedlding up numbers ipotsthen on

The trumpet
daffodils are coming
into their flowering
seasomow
including the one |
knew as Narcissus
perezchiscanobut
should now be
calledNarcissus
confusus We grow
this plant in pots in
the bulbhouseas
well as inan open
frameand as we
increase the
numbers both by
division of the bulb
and by seed it can
then progresto
being planted into
the open garden.
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tcthe gardento many plants

including the diminutiveNarcissus asturiensisvhich is a perfect miniature trumpet daffodihis potful is waiting

to be released into a site suitable to its small size.




Narci ssus h

Mo r rig tlsodght to

be a form of

Narcissus asturiensis

and it oftencomes i

into flower in

Decemberl have ]

never been able to gel

this plant to set seed

which means the

flower never gets the

message that has

servedts purpose

resulting on them

havingthe longest

lasting blooms of all

theNarcissusg they

can lasfor many

months. This bulb ha

to be increased by

division of the bulb

and as our numbers

increased we planted 2
it into a number ofdiffering habitats around the garden but sadly they all dwinsiteete had to go into reverse
lifting the few surviving bulbs tgrow on in pots again.




The first of what | consider the tridarcissus cantabricushave started to flowdr this is a petunioid form wher
the corona opens very wide and flat but beautifully pleated.

Narcissus cantabricuswith a more typical funneshaped corona.




The three flowers on the left aNarcissus hybridswith a singleNarcissus cantabricuson the rightl follow
Michael Salmogs hypothesiof separating the autumn flowering Narcissus into their own splaiesssus
albidus.




Erythronium caucasicum islways the first of the genus to flowssreandas we have raised them all from seed
they do not all flower at exactly the same tirtieese are the earliest forms others will flower some two or three
weeks lger.

Erythronium caucasicum
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These woghsshare a addinteause theybth haimflopern fle.
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This trough is for inreasing Sanguinar'rmnaensis but when I first planted it Galanthus nigb'sin and over
the years it has increastmgive a beautiful display of flowers before the Sanguinaria comes into growth. Regul
readers may remember that over the yearyé lh@moved several hundred snowdrops from this trough.
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| planted this trough with dwarf willows and as | often refresh and recycle
Crocus herberti must have been in the compost and their deep yellow flowers malkt&active display appearing
through the twisted branches of the willows.
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potting compost for the troughs so
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There is also a lot of here many bulbs are waiting to rogress into the garde

Among the bulbs are some very interesting selections of Galamitfals that we were kindly sent a few years ago
as small bulbs now they are revealing their bediwgft, Gal ant hus O andrightd F a&i rAy t T & it IC




Gal antl'hustc“)
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Oncethey go into the garden their labels are left behind and we just enjoy the variations.
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The enjoyment is seeing the white flowers spreading out across the garden as well as getting down and stud
suchvariationsthat they might possess




Galanthus and Leucojumall contribute to the white wave that sweeps across the garden every year.



