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Garders are a blend of habitat and time. The gardener needs the patience to enjoy the often slow process of

watching plants grow and establish. To me there is no such thing as an instantygaradam build an instant

display but you have to become part of natand grow slowly with a gardeWe have created many small and
micro habitats
within thewider
garden habitat
which itself sits
within a series of
ever larger
habitatswhich
increase in area all
the way ugrom a
small aredo that
of the planet
Earth
One snall habita
thatl reworkedin
2013 isthe narrow
strip between the
path and the wall
of the
Erythronium
plunge seeat the
front right of the
pictureabove.

Hepatica nobilis
and
Corydalis solida




Previously we
grew some
dwarf shrubs
here but they
hadbecome
straggly and not
very interesting
soin 2013

| pulled the
shrubs out and
using broken up &
concrete blocks
built a crevice
style landscape
sloping up
towards the top
side of the
plungewhich
plantedup with
some small
Hepatica nobilis
and Corydalis
solida seedlings
At first it looked
raw but from
pastexperience | knew thaime and naturgvould play their part to create something that I find rather special.
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The concrete has become covered in moss and the original seedligsl planted have in turn sd their seeds
mossgiving rise toa second generation of Hepatiand Corydaliplants that are now alsmwering.
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A rne of colour forms dﬂepica nobilis flower first quickly followed by the colur@orydalis oIidahi

grow up to over top thelepaticafor a shet time beforethe Corydalisshed their seed amtile downas quickly as
they camedo allow theleavesof the Hepaticglantsfull access to the light.




The original plants oflepatica nobilis have a range of colours from white through reds to violetWave
now grown toa good size producing lovely clusterstiogir attractive flowers.




d generation
seedlinggrowing between the joint of the moss covered bricks that form the edge of the narrow bed




s have seeded into thiseateadin theperiod of flowering interest.
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The overall habitat that we set out to create in the garden was that of a woodland edge which in nature is rec
to be a habitat that supports a very wide diversity of life. Iattfiedthat we have achieved our aand as |
write | am delghted to be able to watch, from my work table, Blackcaps, Siskin, Treecreepers, Goldcrest, Wre
Goldfinch, Chaffinch, Great Tits, Blue Tits, Coal Tits, Longtail Tits among other woodland birds that also

recogniseandregularlyvisit our garden as a woodland habitat.




Hepatica transsilvanica has chosen to move to the edge of this bed Wmafha)wt/erslook very naturahanging

over the rock edge taking in the sunshine.

Snowdrops and Crocus provide so much colour at thls t|me of yieawvhlte is a seedllng from tlﬁ}rocus
vernus group and the yellow i€rocus herbertii.




Crocus ancScIiopus halligrowig throughAdxa moschatellinaa low growing plan that forms a short green
groundcoveringcarpetthat is compatibléo allowing other plants, even small ones sucBeadliopus halli,to grow

up unhindered.
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In a shadier part of the garden the season is extended by a few weeks as the flowers open later here than in
open parts of the garden.




Even within one area thecan be mangthermicro habitats to take advantage
bulbs anong the crevices of the wall.

Crocus heuffelianusflowers put on their full display as thegtcha shaft of sunshine







Erythronium caucasicum



