


When we origimlly laid out the
gardenthe paths were made of -
paving slabsspaced so we could *
easily walk around the gardewy
stepping from slab to slab without
getting our feet wet. In the very
early days the slabs were set into§
grass but that was replaced by
grawel as the grass slowly got

lifted - the area surrounding this

goin the 190 6 For a short time

the only plants growing in the

gravel were some Ericaceous

plants and a few dwarf conifers

but that did not last long. It i

quickly became apparent that the &

gravel paths were the best seed

areas we had and when seedlings

of a wide range of plants started t

appear | followed natuée lead

and started to spread seed.

The first generation of this expanding population of Erythnoniavolutum was growing on the top of the raised
wall, thenit shed its seeds down into the gravel below and nature took over from there. At Erythronium time
now have to step even more carefully from slab to'sf@ip Toe through the Erythronium doeet scan so well.
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Although it is the Erythronium that dominate at the moment there are other plants seeding around in this area
as Trillium, Crocus, Cyclamen, Fritillaria and Allium.
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"~ Fritillaria pallidiflora

planted some Fritillaria
pallidiflora seedlings
into the bedwhich stops
just at the top of this
picture and it self
seeded out into the
gravel path along with
the Erythronium and
others. Now there is no
sign of the original
plants which reinforces
my belief that the best
way to maintairsome
plants over the long term
is to allow them to seed
producingsuccessive
generations of young,
vigorous healthy plants.
| find letting nature take
over exciting because it
shifts my role from
being just the gardener
who plants everything to the exglker who goes around discovering the many seedlings appearing.
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m revolutuimescaping

The steep sldpg walls of the raisetleds havéurned into voodsy crevie gardea w
can grow between the roglkaften seeding into the moss which grows on them.
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Above is a Crevice growing Er)}thronim revolutum surrounded by seedings of différent ages and below a mz:
flowering group rises proudliyom the rocky landscape it selected.
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While most areas of the garden are mature there are occasions whe
such as at the south end of the garden where we cusbamold shrubby growththat had passets best and
taken over too much grounehich we could put to more interestingddecorative useWe apply the lessons we
have learned over the yeatsch ago plant for foliage interestherel aim to get good ground cover quickkfere

| am using plats with a range of foliage types most of which also flower addition there are bulbous plants that
will rise up and flower through the green tapestrdifferent times of the year
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| have also come to conclude
that there are no such things as
problem areas these are just
habitats that offer different
challengesvhichwe need to
resolve.

There is a high wall/fence at
the far south end of the garden
wherewe have encouraged the
growth ofivy , largely to

benefit wild life, there are also
a number of large ¢éesand
shrubsboth evergreen and
deciduousso this area is in
both dry and in heavy shade
most of the timeOur compost
heaps take upnesectionand
my challenge is to find plants
that will grow right up to the
bottom of the wall.




Trillium

grandiflor um

grows very well

in our garden and ,
will tolerate some &
degree of dry '
shade so | keep
trying to growit :
deepeiin towards E=5
the base of the

wall.
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| alsohave a range of plantisat | am trying to grow ever clostr the wallsuch asn this area under the large birch
treewhere spring bulbs grow welut it is not so easy to find plants that bring interest as the year prog&sses.
ferns andgrassesoleratethedry shaded conditiontsit it is not so easy to finflowering plants that will grow vell

withoutanydirect light
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up of (PseudoJrillium rivale growingon
Rhododendron dendrochariswhichin the wildcan be seen growiran treeshence its specific name.
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Walking around theaisedwall brings new views and different plantge of which is Erythronium americanum
seen here with its floweill tightly closedbecause of the cold weatls#r theyareonly showing the brownish
exteriorand | feaiit is not going to be warm enoudbr themto reveal theiyellow interiorsat all this year.
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The beautifuldisplayof
scorchedheemerging foliage and flower buds.




Jeffersonia
dubia

Theplants are
recovering and
someof the
laterflowers
have escaped
the damage but
now they are
hiddenby the
expanding
leaves.
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Rhododendron dendrocharisjust
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Another bed brings a different range of plants sudrritilaria aurea .

(PseudoJrillium rivale, Fritillaria aurea, Erythronium sibiricum complex and Dicentra cuccularia.



