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Yellow floweredErythronium grandif
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This plant is one of many
that selfseeded into this
narrow bed at the side of a
path- on checking the
flowers, see cover picture,
| can tell that it is a hybrid
of Erythronium

hendersoni

The reason it only has a
single leaf is the other one
got ripped off during the
strong winds that raged
through the garden for
three days last month.
Where the species share a
habitat orgrow close
enough to have a common
pollinator Erythronium
hybridsoftenoccur in the
wild so it should be no
surprise to fnd so many in
our garden where we have
lots of species growing.

montanum are
among thoseurrentlyfloweringin this bedwhere several other species bloomed earliéine seasan
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The flowers of Erhronirrd\/linnehhé)can beséén on the right Wifh a"very similar Iokihg seedling hat

appeared a number of years ag@wing in the stems of the small shrub.




Yet another similar seedling put

itself into the edge of the sand bed

- these are alndividual seedling

so clonally differentbutif they

= were mixed togethet would be

. difficult if not impossible tell them

apart | believe they are all

' seedlings fromiMinnehah@&with
the proviso that we also grow a

colony ofone ofits parents

Erythronium oregonumin this

bed so a back cross cannot be

ruled out

Many of the hybridarefertile and
capable of producing seed,
althoughthereareoften less seeds
in ahybrid capsule thathat ofa
speciesyou can see how

- ' e ‘ - = speciation in the wild happens.
When a hyhd produces a stable line thdtie to hybrid vigour may be more successfudould outompete the
parentdecoming the dominant plant in a habitadver time and through many generations this is how some new
species have occurred and in some casesifiteisulated that one or both of the pareftsome of the species we
now recogniséiave become extinct.

Many hybrids occur in our garden ahdpend hours observing therasome readily form clumps indicatinghey
would make good garden plarist | have resisted naming too many cultivars anty then after extensive trials.
have been wrienaboutthesefour pink flowered Erythronium revolutum hybritieforeseeBulb Log 1920



https://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2020May061588759755BULB_LOG_1920.pdf

Last year I asked for feedback on cultlvars A, B, C and D and got a range of I|kes showmg ‘that there is a sub

element in assessing plants. One feature I pomted out was that these foudaloatall flowerat the same time
Clone D flowes

some weeks after

the earliest one and

with our weather

this year that has

proven a big

advantage.

Clone D is the one I"‘*‘*
am featuring in

these images and is
on the right in the
group picture above \»
its flowers missed

all the cold wet
weather and so
stands out head and,
shoulders as the bes
this season but | am
aware that

depending on the
weather that could

all change next

year.

Clone D flowerswhich due to the cold conditions and like all the pink erythroniums has a strongar tbadoyear.
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Clone Ais thepinkestwith a strongyellow centreredbrownzonal markingandnarrower petalsAll clones
commonly have three flowers to a stem, this one has four.




Erythronium elegans

This group of
Erythronium elegans
seedlings is growing in
a sand bedt the side of
the housavherel
sowedthe seedslirectly
in the sand of thtame
It is relatively isolated
from the other flowers
in the garden and | have
been crosgollinating
betweerthe sibling
seedlings so there is the
best chance that the
seed will be truewhen

| have collected the
seed | will lift the bulbs
and plant them into the
gardenthen later in the
summer | will sow the
new seedn the sando
start the same proces
again.
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There is ehypothesighat Erythroniumelegansvolvedsome thousands of years dgam a stable hybrid between
Erythroniumrevolutum andnontanumand indeed iur garden it hybridises with both these spediéss hyhrid

is one of a group oErythronium elegansx revolutum that seeded intthegravel




Erythronium howellii

Erythronium elegans
X revolutum

Thisyear thestem has
four flowersindicating
that the bulb is growing
strongly butit has
shown no willingness
to increasdy the bulb
it is howeverfertile and
sets seed.
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This Erythronium fevolutum;eedling appeared in one of the raised slab bedsesthdps its most attractive feature
is that the multiple flowers are well spaced out on the stem.
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Hybridoften have increased vioaking thenrbiggerwith the ability ofclumpng up so theystand oueindare
easy to spain groupsof seedlings

We have rown this line drythronium revolutum for a very Ion time the original seeds came from Vancouve
Island andhe features that makedistinct in the gardearethatit is smaller witha shortstemand even the shape
of thesingledarkflower is slightly differentfrom the otherss the following pictures show.




Erythronium revolutum
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A few hybrids a% 6E:curringbut | have no way of confirming if h&;/from that line or more likely from the
many hybrids and larger forms growing on the other side of the path.
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he atHeadin‘é tavards aright ink Rhodoodendron

Erythronium revolutum and hybridseedhg aroundin t
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Rhododendron orb most intense pink flowers.

Rhododendron orbiculare




Rhododendron
rex fictolacteum

Rhododendromex
fictolacteumis

one of the largest
shrubs in the
gardenandcan be
seen from a
number of vantage
points as you walk
roundnowit is
cominginto full
bloom

Approachirg four metes tallRhododendronrex fictolacteum towers above us.



