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The seasonal changes in the
garderhappergradually wth the
early flowering plants giving way
to those that flower a bit later but
now, with the leaves emerging on
the trees and the passing of the
Erythronium flowersall of a
sudden the colouisf the garden
become more gentleften
merging togetheiThe showy
bright coloured flowers of the
early bulbghatmadesucha bold
statementising updramatically
from almost baravinter ground
now give way toground covering
foliageandthe plantsxow have to
rise upto display their flowers
proudly above themerginggreen
tapestry.
This is well illustrated by the
o S AR S SIS cover imagevhere | shova
yellow flowered form of Fritillaria affirs which isonly subtly different in tone and colofrom the background

The grounctovering foliage gets established just ahead of thér&dcanopy developing and of course many of
the early bulbsthat have just finished floweringvolved in woodland habitats to take advantage of the open ligh

before the tree leaves cast their ghad the ground.
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In the more typical forms of

Fritillaria af fins theyellow

backgrounctolour is masked by

varying degrees dirownwhich

can lead to totally brown flowera colourthatis totally absent in the yellow forshownin thepreviouspictures.

Fritillaria acmopet ala and Fritillaria pontica

Thesametwo colours yellow and brown, are displayed in the flowers-gfillaria acmopedla and Fritillaria
ponticawhich are alsagrowing in these beds
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Fritillaria pyrenaica
Fritillaria pyrenaicas also a good garden plant where the bréaaverstend to blend in rather than standing out
againsthe backgroundit is howeverwell worth seeking them out arldoking up insidethe flowerwheretheir full

beauty igevealed
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Fritillaria pyrenaica



Fritillaria
camschatens

There are many
flowersin the garden
around this timehat
havedarkcolours and
perhaps none more sc
thanFritillaria '
camschatens, which
from some angles
appears to be black
but when the light
passes thorough we
can see they are a
dark maroon.

These dark colours
have obviously
evolved as the best fo
attractingpollinators
and it is mostly flies
rather than bees that |
have seen visiting
them

When you look at théritillaria camschatensis flowers in detailyou will seethe petaldhavea series ofridges
leading down to the centre.
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We come across this dark colour agaia imumber of Trillium includingome forms ofrillium erectum .

Trillium erectum X
sulcatum hybrid

With all the hybridisation
that happenbetween the
Trilliums in cultivation it
is increasingly difficult to
be sure ofvhatnames we
should applyto them but

| have decided that does
not really matteto meas
long as | an enjoytheir
variation and beauty.




Trillium erectum hybrid

Trillium erectum hybrid
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Here the trué’rilliu erectum is groWinghappinin deep shade under a tré&hododendron
peony.

s and a large tree




With our policy of allowingplants toseltseedwe keepfinding Trillium erectum hybrid sappearing
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Bearing their leaves and flowers on the top of a stem makésms ideally suited to growinghroughground
covering plantsvhich heremerge to form @apestry Covering the ground with plantsh®thdecorativeand
practicalbecause it shad the groungdpreserving moisture.
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Trillium grandflorum along with lilies and Arigema
above thecarpetof Dicentra
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This is also a great time of year fapeeciat all the emergindoliagewhich u
monthsi evenin this small are¢ghere are many shapes and forms.

goodsince March.
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My prefedNay of gettingplantshasalwaysbeento ow them fom seecand withevericreasingeelsof

legislation being applied to sending seeds across batdersomes more important than ef@rall gardenerso
conserveand preserve the plants that we grow in our garddrere been watching the seed pod€oenthis
hyemdis to open so that | can gather and spread some ingo atbas of the garden.

Just becausee have
allowed plants toself-seed
for many yearsloes not
meanthat |dond collect
some seed to distribute
directlyinto other areas or
perhapgo grow on in ke
seed frames to be
transplanted ouater.
Sowing seeds in a
\ ‘ controlled waysuch as in a
O 0% 01 pot or framecangive a
‘ L3 ‘ higherrate ofgermination
» becausehey are placed
carefully into well prepared
groundunlike those that
sow themselvesandonty
with the chance thasome
seedsnaydall on stony
groundd | do find that
bulbous plants thatelf
seedwill flower a year
before their counterpart in pads.
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Eranthis pinnatifida Eranthis byunsanensis
I am constantly observing and learning from the plants we guaiv as thdifferentway that thes related plants
hold their seed capsules. & bapslesof Eranthis pinnatifidareheld erect whilafter floweringthe stem of
Eranthis byunsanensidoes alJéturn to tuck the ripeningapsulesinder the leaves
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Eranthis pinnatifida
In orderto collect the seed of these raptaints| have been watching carefully for the capsules opening




Eranthis pinnatifida
Not all thecapsuleshad such a good harvest of seadsaboveone capsule had sigome had no seed at.all

Eranthis pinnatifida seed

Looking carefullythe seeds givsmany clues about how and when to dbem- these seed®sembldiny tubers
so they should be sown mediately and kept moisintil they germinateOur experience is that thiest singleseed
leafwill appealat the same time as the parent plants appeknuaryAll these seeds should help us in our
attempts to build a sustainable colony of thesautifulrare plants in our garden.



