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A few weeks ago | wrote about my plant envy regarding@ye n gr owi ng so wel | I n

| also get envious when | see standStarnbergia luteaflowering and increasing when simply planted out in thei
gardens not so here. | have growne®hbergia species in pots for years and while the number of bulbs has
increased greatly | get very few flowers. Several times | have tried planting bulbs outside but in our cool wet ¢
conditionstheydwindle away within a few yearét least for now lcan enjoy the warmth of the bulb house while |
watch the hoverflies swarming aroundgbgoldenyellow flowers.
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The most
consistent results
in regard to
flowering
Sternbergidas
come fromthe
ones | planted into
the sand beds
Once they
established
themselvs in the
sand they have
grown to produce
some flowers each
year. Gardeners
have to remain
positive and | am
hopeful that as
they settle in I will
get ever more
flowers.




Now the flowers
of the Sternbergia
have fadedhe
bulbs avigorous
growth of leaves
hasemerged
perhaps AR
encouraged by the S
addition of a small s
pinch of extra ‘
fertiliser |
scattered around
themi later | will
add a potassium
supplement.
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Bulb House @&nd Bed

Sternbergia sicula
In the same sand bed there is a silgikrnbergia siculdower and | want you to also admire the strong shadow it
has cast projecting a perfect dark image of itself onto the warm sand.
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When | made the sand beddrinkledin amixture of Cyclamenseed and this lovely dark form was one of the first
to reach flowering size with additional flowers appearing each subsequent year.
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the sand that enudeh rssure asdtgrowth

Rosettes oScilla Iinata Ievs uoun S
breals through the sand




There has been sgnificant leaf growth since | applied the first water storthSeptember now it is time for the
October storm.
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The October
stormis a
repeat of the
September one
whenl takethe
time toensure
that | apply
enough water
to completely
soak the sand
all the way
through.
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buds, below, full of promise.




This Sternbergia siculgrowing inanotherof the sand beds is proving to be the most reliideering form to
date | amencouragedby this succesandwill transfer more from the pots into the sand




All the potsandthe sand bedsavehad their October storm and fro nowthmugh the autumn and wintewill

waterby judgementThe potgyetwateredn proportion to the amount of legfowthand whileit is still a learnng
experiencavhen to water the sand bettserule | follow is thatnow thebulbs are growing thegnustnotdry out
andthosewith alot of leaf growth to spport need more water than those with little or no grpsahsome localised
watering is appropriate

| will soon have
to switch off the
outsidewater for
the winterafter
whichall the
wateringwill be
done bycanand
eachtime [fill a
canfor the sand
bedsl will adda
dilute 1/3
strengthtomato
fertiliser.




Rubus fruticosas k nown as Brambles in Scotland, i an aggr
shape of the leaves, prickles, flower colour, growth patternmaost importantly to measte. The flavour of each
Bramble carvary from bush to bush even when they are growing internggddike to sample before | pick

The sensationsdxperienced whilpicking Brambles this week took me right back to chyidhood.

W Wwith the@nki ankdof
Geese flying overhead,
the sharpseet taste of
the fruits on my
tongue the jaggng on
my legswhen
reaching out for fruits
| push against the
prickles,then the
unpleasant irritation
caused to my skin
when | brushed against
a StingingNettle
(Urtica dioica) which
always seem to grow
alongside the
bramblessent me
rushing tofind a
Docken leaf (Rumex
obtusifolius)which
fortunatelycanalways
be found abngside
Nettles. Rubbing the

= Caaals. £ : » A Docken juices from a
crushed Ieaf on the stingnaturalantidote that | Iearned asa boy, brings |mmed|ate relief.
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Theberries on a Sorbuaith abacgrunfthe moonin alar blue morning sky are typi(si
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ns ofautumn
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Althoughfungican appear anytime they are most plentiful in the cool moist autumrtiooséihen they are
anticipatingthatthe leaf fallwill provide a plentifulresourceo nourishthe mycelium
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| do not needo walkarto

- el

Not all will enjoy this annual bounty whigheyonly see asauisaceto 'b copedp and thrown in the bin
little do they realise that these leaves catubsedinto a valuablenaturalsoil conditionemwhich will be much
better for their garden than tpeoprietarybagsthey will later buy at thesupermarket ogarden centre
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Betula utilis
With the exception ofAcer platanoide&Crimson King all the tees in our garden havelativelysmall leaves
which break down quickly to form a workable leaf mould.

Acer palmatum




Colchicum specioulum
Now to theautumnflowering bulbs which continue tbloom such as Colchicum speciosum in two forms .

Colchlcum spemosum
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Crocus serotinus subsp. salzmannadds its béauty_to the cobble bed




Someweeks
after the first
flowersof the
Crocus in the
pavinghave
collapsedyet
moreflower
buds push
their way up
I todate |
have counted
35 flowersi

it does not
seem to be
many years
since the first
single flower
appeared.

The floraldisplayin the new bed besithe ponds greatlyenhancedby the emergence ofioreCrocus banaticus
andCrocus vallicola



