


. The autumn flowering Crocus
season continues with more
flowers appearing we are
often surprised by how many of
these beauties there are across
the garden. For much of the
year they do not announce their
presence in such a spectacular
and attractive wawhen just
their leaveswhich appear in
the springlook similar to and
merge with those of their spring
flowering relatives.

As | stand looking dowjtaking
in the beauty of this group of
Crocus speciosugheir highly
perfumed scent is rising up and
filling my nostrilsi with the
combination of the scent and
the visual display it ifittle
wonder that they attract so
many pollinators
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This is our darkesbest marked form dfrocus speciosusvith the dark colourunning some way down the tube
making it a vey attractive plant. Many years ago we got a few corms of this gtantark from ofrom the garden
of our late friend Alistair McKelvie and it has gradually built up clumps by dimia®well ady seedinglt has
been around for mgryearsunder thecultivar nameAino6andconsideredlifferentto C. speciosus since at least
1983 After recent researadnd studie# hasbeendescribecasCrocus puringii.




| especially like it wherCrocus speciosusind other bulbs appar in combination with other planis such as the

yellowing foliage of some of the smaller Roscoea spetigs.works becausere plant, the crocus, is in flower
now while theleavesof theRoscoeawhich flowered in July aredisplayng autumm colours as they retreat
underground where they will stay until thew growth emerges next Julyis the colours that can paint in the
garden withdifferentplant roughout the yedahat appeals so much to me.
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' such a plant
combination it is
worth repeating
across the garden
and here is
another bed where
compatible plants
6ti me sha
each taking
advantage of the
same space but at
different times of
the year.
Among the
Roscoea leaves
you can see the
flowers of a
number of crocus
speciesncluding
the large white
form of Crocus
speciosus
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Croaus speciosuss a reliable specigbatseems to be comphte with most garden conditions




Crocus banaticus

Crocus banaticus
is anothereliable
plant in our garden==
where it!ikes the P&
cool moist ground §
conditionswhereit |
increases well by
offsetscorms

forming around

the parent as well

as seeding.

Crocus banaticus




Crocus banaticus

In this bedthe
foliage of earlier
plantshas already
died bacKeaving
the crocus flowers
to come through
baregroundwhich |
do not findso
aesthetically
pleasingso | apply
mulches

Over the year the
mulch breaks down
SO &soon as | see
the firstsignsof the
crocus shoots
spreadresh muich
usingthe samepine
needleforming a
lovely russet red
carpet Fortunately
pine trees shetheir
old needlesat
exactlythe right
time.




Findingsuitable
plant
comlhinationsis
notalways
intentional this
happy
arrangemenof
Crocus

pulchellus flowers
rising up through
the foliage of
Celmisia walkeri P
wasacombination §
of a group ofself
see@dCrocus

from anearby
populationbeing
over grown bythe
spreading growth
of the Celmisia
walkeri.
Sometimeghe

best thing a
gardener can do is
to standbackand observe asature to takeoveri interveni
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While winiti'aI'I introducds'me structure amﬂas most of the plantinasnw been taken over by nature
HereAllium wallichii is seeding arounthe foreground whererighroniumalso run andhie Crocusand Celmisa
shown abovecan be seem the middle right.




TheseCrocus pulchellusaregrowing through Geranium
the weathebut will still openwhenit warms up a bit

Although theflowers of theautumn flowering bulbsan seem fleeting and fragile whiecheck myrecordsthey
provide flower and colour in our garden farell over a montlso when combined they are noteszthemeral




All around the garden plants areautumnal modpreparinqo the win
naturallyappreciatinghe naturalprocessas thefoliage slowly changscolourbefore eventuallgollapsng; only
then will 1 &idy®éit up.
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To prevent oveseeding | cuback the stems digitalis purpurea to just belowthefadedflowersthisinitiatesthe
secondaryuds in the lea&xils to grow and now we have a smaller secondary flowering.
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Regularreadrsmay remember that IhVe bn tin to find plant that | in the half of the raised bed
currently covered by the mat of Cyananthmesticularlyin the early part of the year before the Cyananthus gets
going | have been plantingpring floweringbulbsbut | also like the effect of thiSrocus banaticus growing

throughthe mataid down ly the Cyananthus lobatus hybrab | will add more.

Crocus speciousus
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Crocus aralsoflbwefing in the bulb house sand beds where their flowers are protected from the harshness of
weather.




These hybrids caeasilybe mistakerfor Crocus pulchelluﬁ)eIV\b but thelog length of the stleis a ood

indicator that itmay not behat species

Crocus pulchellus




Crocus xantholaimosis the seed parent of the hybrids shown aboveCandus pulbellus couldhave provided
the polen- the hybrid flowerscertainlyappeato beintermediatebetweernthese two.

Crocus and Cyclamen are happy companions in the gdhileirs mostlythewinter floweringCyclamen coum



