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| have spoken before about the
important of trees and they
certainly attract more of our
attention in the autumn than at
any other time even if it is just
through tidying up the annual
leaf fall.

On my walks | often go
through the grounds
surrounding an oltiouse

which has been much added to
and now houses a branch of the
James Hutton Institut¢he
grounds form an arboretum
with many 100 plus year old
trees such alraucaria
araucanathe Monkey Puzzle
tree reflected on the front cover
one of a number of thispecies
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Do you ever thi

nk you are being watched? The bark of this tree is full of patterns with the scars left from the |
of lower branchealluding toa series of eyes watching over me as | loplat the geesflying overheadlt is a

very human response itcterpret any pattern with two spots such as flaisa face- you will even try and make the
two vertical striations between them as a nose and then your eye seeks out the rest of the features.nf ol ha
noticed already | flipped the cover picture upside down, so the reflection is at the top, to make it a more arres
image.



Although | have
only seen pictures
| think the
Monkey Puzzle
tree looks best in
it native habitat of
Chile and western
Argertina where
theforest
landscapeeflects
what our world
might have looked
like in aprevious
geological period
While | love trees
| realise that
giantssuch as
theseneed plenty
of space and
should not be
planted in a small
garden.

There are also a hurabof Giant Redwoods,Sequoiadendron giganteunthat tower above me with tee
buttressed roots being beautiful decorated bygtiagtering ofts ownfoliage gathering at its base.
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ood Metasequoia glyptostroboides native to Lichuan
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This selectiorof treencludes from the leff Western HeIock,Tsug heterophylla Monkey Puzzle,

Araucaria araucana andDouglas Fir, Pseudotsuga menziesind while thesenature trees are way too big for
our garden wean still have reflections ofwaoodland in our space

There are
genetically dwarf
cultivar forms of
many conifers
and we have
quite a number
of thosearound
the garden but |
have also
bonsaied some
Western
Hemlock, Tsuga
heterophylk, the
best me at over
forty years oldis
the tree on the
right.
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| also found a novel idea of what to do with a large tree stump in the same grounds where
soil creates a raised bed for some pitanu

a i of rocks and

STt '. : 3 :: > /‘Jf 3 o 4 I* R ik R 5 § Mo X
Last week gaveghs &oanmd ttad kb roinn g Tirtour i ght wup to
troughs are lookingow. | approach the planting of a trough as starting on a trial of a habitéiegpniwith very
small plants ocuttings When first planted it wathe racky landscape that dominated but gradually the plants gre

until they completely covedtherock.




This is another where | split up a single pot of silver saxifrage planting the pieces out amon tﬁé_crvice land
created usingproken cementThroughthe yeard have enjoyed observing the processnass grew on the rock and
other plants, such @&actylorhiza orchids andrinus aplinus have seeded in.

We have a number of tro hs where the plants have grown to form a complete dtelycovering te

rocks. Nowl am faced withthedecision do | leavéhem and observe the evolutiondo lintervene andemove
some of the plants to restore a balance between rocks and-pldnatswould you do?




| planted a

number of

different TR

saxifrage cuttings g%

into this trough ‘

with varying

degrees of

success- with

those on the right

growing well

merging nto one

another tacover

the rocks while

the ones on the

left have not

adapted to the

habitat and are

struggling at

best. There is a

process of natura

selection going ' N X :
on here with me as a vector because I take cuttlngs fronaxtfeages that grow well for LSO over t|me they WI||
dominate our plantings. golutionfor this troughcould be to take cuttings from those growing well and plant the
into the left hand sidef the trough.
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On my walks | am seelr@ommon Ivy, Hedera helix, flowering better than ever before Over recent years I hav
noticed more Ivy flowers but this year there seems to be masses of them. This plant forms a valuaib@dvinter
source and habitat for wildlife as it scrambles up and over the wall at the bottom of our garden.
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There is also a good crop of Cotoneaster berries which ripen later to provide a food source for the birds whe
have eaten all the other berrieslsas Sorbus.
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Sorbus fruticosa 'Koehneana'.




Sorbus fruticosa 'Koehneana'
| have often seen it written that birds leave white berries until later in the season but my observations sugges
birds eat the berries in the order that they rjpecone tastyandpresumably most nutritious rather than by colour.
We have one tree &orbus aucupariaear the housthat has beealmostcompletely stripped of its berriestiv
the birdsstruggling to reach the few that are remaimaiper tharstarting toeat tte plentiful easy to reach supply
onanothertreeat the bottom of the garden dsslow.
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Sorbus aucuparia
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If we get there before the birds we can harvest some tasty berrieth&ataciduou¥accicium smallii, above, as
well as the evergreeviacciniumovatum and Vacciniurfioribundumshown in the following pictures

Vaccinium ovatum andVaccinium floribundum bu hesgfowing over the front wall.




Vaccinium floribundum



