


Woodland floor in front garden
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You may be forgiven for thinking that | took
the cover picture of a group of fungi whiet

on one of my walks in thetal woods and
indeed if you did that would bring me great
satisfaction because my aim is to blur tine |
that seperates a cultivated garden and the wilc
The older | get the wilder | become as | learn
to understandvhat | love in naturgthen see

how | can adapthose lessonsito my attempts

to imitate nature in the garden.

Many other plantghat ae now resting
undergroundhave grown and flowered in this
space throughout the yeaut only a few hardy
evergreengre presety spreathg out under
the capy of trees and Rhododendrongich
in turn, are alseshedding their old leaves
addng some colourful highlights to the grod
tapestry.

While Galium oderatum, grasses and the fung
seen on the cover can be found in the woods
around here the give away, in the picture
above, that this is a garden is the Rogersia
leaves and Rhododendrons.
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Gardening with a light touch can beerpretedin many waysand dpends on how much control you want in your
garden. @r versionover the yearkhas been to introduce plantsy seed where possibkaenallowing thoseplants
to self seedo there are alwys going to be surpris#hile exploring the gardehdiscovered thisice ring of fungi
pushing up thougthe leaf litter and Arisaema searbundthe base of a largeafonia lutea

| have not
studied fungi so
do not know all
thenames but
that does not
stop me
enjoying their
structures.

| had to disturb
this cluster
while gathering
materialfrom
the compost
heafs so took
the opertunity to
capture this
image.




Through the years -
we haveadded
masses of organic
matter onto the
soil from mostly
from the annual
leaf fall but also
from the garden
compost heaps.
We have closely
followed our
principle of Gvhat
grows in the
garden stays in
the gardefiso
when plants die
back or we cut
back the tees or
hedges
everything is
shredded,
compostedhen
top dressethack
as a mulch. Iam
pleased to see the

heathy crop of fungi which are amdicatorthat we have a healthy lively seiherethe strands of myceliumvill be
spreading outhrough thegroundbreakng down the organicandrecycling the goodness back onto the soil.
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TheCrocus speciosu‘iaowers have suffered bit in thewind and rairbut themoistureis c;].ood 6 the ground
the fungi in the ba@roundas well adenefitingplants such as Cyclamerhieh are producingewleaves
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This cluster of fungl seeretrangel;attracted to a plant &@elmisia mackaui, exceptl know there is alsahe

decomposingemains of a trethat | took downheresome years ago
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It maybe thaithe NeW Zealand atNléuchsmprocumbens I|ked the unusually hot dry sumtmm:au

formedmore fruts thanusualand for the first time some arectuallyturningred

This Acer is
alsoturning
red seenmhere
in front of
another NZ
native
Aciphylla
glauca.




We should not tak&)r grantedhe follage as it dies baand we should certainly not cut it affitil it hasdried and
collapsedthen it can be cut off and movedthee compost heap. Thedololiageproduces beautiful momeras
seen here whera shaft of light from the low sun penetrates the cartwfly highlighting the golden yellows.

| can spend time just watchignd photographlngne clump of yeIIowmg follage changlﬁngth the Ilght
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Composingselectivelyl cancapture tle fleeting momentef thdeciduousfernsdying fronds- fringthat
momentinto interestingsemiabstracimages
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As soon as the rain stofise
risingtemperature

e

Neitherwill | rushinto clearing uptheold foliage orrock garden bedwill leave it as it create
resource foall sizes ofgarderwild life from the tiny micrefauna to the iods that forage and éd on them.




3 2 Aok
TheseCrocus banaticusarelooking sorry forthemselvesn the rainwhile the Meconopsis leaves perk up with the

much needed moisture to help build good plarttech will ensure good floweringext year.
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These Meconopslf—eededrowmg h ‘ppili the Erythroniunplungébdfor my ers there were more
which | trans planted when |4q@otted most of theaskets of bulbs this year




Thenew leavesppearingpn Cyclamen hederifoliumexhibit a wide range of shape and coland because they
are al grown from seedhat! scatter arounth many different areas of the gardéery pop- up in varying

groupings




Cyclamen hederifolium
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Autumn garden

Thebulb seasonn the open garden gowing down for the wirgr but that does not mean it stopeen these
Allium set seed and die dowbecause we simply move into the bulb houses where we will @ojegrsall
winter.



