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The appearance ofrd‘cus scharolanu fIavu’sl;owers |nd|cate to me that we are headlng into autumn and as if we
need more reminders thbow about thenassappearance of thistledovatross this field o€irsium arvensethat

| showed jus a few weeks ago in full flower thistle seed is a favourite of Goldfinches but I did not see any bird
as | walked by.
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Thethlstledown ofC|rS|um vulgare remains trapped waiting for some wmd to Iaunch it off on its travels




I know thatmost people see these plants as weedlsts to be ellAmlnatecbut when growmg |n the rlghtplace
they serve siavaluable resource and part of our biodiverditgse are growing at the entrance to the site where a
hotel was demolished and the developersosinded the area with white boarding which sets the plants off

beautifully.

Grasses seeding.



| have fallen behind
my normal repotting
schedule and still
have a number of
pots todo, so | have
delayed the first
watering for a short
while until | get them
all done.

| use a broken bit of
terracotta pot to mark
which pots have been
done,asshown in the
picture belowbut
takenoteof the pile
of labels in the
foreground’ these
should be in the pots
and if you look
carefully you will see
which pats are
without labels.

Thesparrows have been sahdthing in the dry composf the repaied bulbsand in doing so have pulle®me of
the labels oubf thepots of Narcissusnow when thexomeinto flower | will have the test of identifyingnd
reuniting the labels with the aect pot.




For a number
of yearshouse
sparrows were
in decline but
we always had
a small
population
nesting in the
boxes on the
side of the
house but this
has obviously
been a good
year for them
as the
population has
swelled to
around twenty
residents
whichfly
around as a
group leading
us torefer to
themas the
6Red
Sparrowso6 aft eisplaytéamn. f amous
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They mostly take dust bah in tthey sand be where thélutterinio often rings bulbs to the surface.
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a wee aggaon d hkee d Ulbo skheap eldi ke t hi s t
Bulb Log and novas shown belowt is tidied and watered having received the first storm.




Having watered it is now a case of waiting and watchingwvhite | was wateringl noticed thefirst tentative leaf
growth poking through the completedyy sandwhich has responded rapigdiyrowing in the presence of the water.
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Now ts beds have been watt they must*‘not be allowed to dry out until the end of th g

late spring/early summer.
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While sitting in the sunshine | was ent@ned by this mouse eating peds from one of the bird feeders.




| am not sure ift is
alsothe micethatare
eatingchunks out of
theseShaggy parasol
mushroors or if all
this damage is
caused by snails.




white flowersin many habitatssawe walk around the garden.




\\.‘ - -
erifolium

. S0 BN y B : \ % D
Because of thbelow average rainfativer the last few monththe groundis unusuallydry, causingall the
Cyclamen hederifoliunlowersto appeaibefore the leavethis year in previouswetteryearsthe leaves and

flowers ofsome forms appear together.




This clusterof
Cyclamen
hederifolium
plantsare
growing below
a group of
Uvularia
grandiflora
whoseleawesre
holding up
remarkably
well in the dry
conditions.
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Another bulbthatwe look forwardto which flowers inearly autumns Allium wallichiii it hides underground for
most of the year with the firsigns ofgrowthappearing untilate inJuly or August




Allium wallichii

Scatterecamong the flowering stenad Allium wallichii are he ed heads oAllium prattii which comes into
growththat bit earlier.
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Some plants such as tlidéanthus alpinusthat flower in thespring will sometimeglower again in the autumn.

Cyananthus lobatus hybrid thedry conditions have resulted in thgahanthudeingless floriferoughis year.



