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At last we have had a night
of serious rairwhenyou
could almost hear the
plants sighing with relief
as naturés watering
injected life back into the
gardenThe rain will also
cool the groundhelping to
stimulate more of the
autumn flowering bulbs.
The arrival of water has
come &bit late for many
plants that have suffered or
whose growing season has
been cut shorter by the
drought while plants that
come into growth and
flower in autumrare
growing a bit less
vigorously this yearsuch
asthis Codonopsis grey

¥ wilsonii growing up

4" through aPieris displaying
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here are plentyther
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It is the colours of green thatedomirmant inthe garden | when | exploré find t
coloursand plantf interestto be foundshowing thasometimegou have to lookand then you will see




We mclude most Rhododendrons in ﬁaeergreenshrubs but that does not meanntheaves last for evewhat it

means is that the old leaves are not shed until sometime after the new ones have grown.

Now the new
growth of the
Rhododendron
fortunei is well
establishedast
year os | e
yellow, before
droppingto the
groundwhere
they gradually
create an
autumnal tapestry
which contrasts
with still green
Arisaema leaves
T asyou can se
in this picture
rhododendron
leavescanalso
turn red
Some
Rhododendrons
Y Lt N g such as R.
4 e, N\ \E ({./f-‘# N> L4 BRI yakushimanum
shown belowhold on to thelr Ieaves for two years before sheddlng them




How plats perform in different conditions is fscinatig and sometimes surprRmdodendron

yakushimanumin native to the island of Yakushima in Japemere it gravs in relatively wet conditions so you
could be excused for thinking that it would suffer irstiot dry summehowever the opposite seems to be the cas
The fact that all our forms of this plant are covered in flower buds despite the dslgpessthat there are other
factors that affect the growth and formation of flowering butihave suspected they like a bit of warmth.

The frilly white flowers
of Veratrum
fimbriatum stand out
under a large
rhododendron but the
leavesof this plant
have suffered ithe
very dry ground.

The leaves are usually
in better condition and j
the whole plant more
robustin our more
typical years when we
get plenty of summer
rain. As a native of
California it must have
evolved to tolerate
some seasons of drier
conditions. '




Veratrum fim briatum
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Another plnt olVeratrum fimbriatum growing in the reatively cooleéhadednorthfcing ront garden has
done a bit better despite having to grow up through the encroaching growth of surrounding shrubs.
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So far my attempts at cross pollimagibetween the two plants @eratrum fimbriatum have not resulted in seed.
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Eucomis bicoloris anothemlant that bmgs flowers to the late s

ummand autumn garden.



Last year we had five flowering stems on thignt of Eucomis bicolor but this yediam disappointed that there are
only two. This highlights the unreasonable expectations that many gardeners have that theshplalfserform
to their best every single yearhen in reality some years bring better flowering than oflasrlappens ithe wild
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Colchicum and
Roscoea flowers
start to appear
among the
collapsingfoliage & ™
of the herbaceous .W:
plants that

produced their

flowers earlier in

the year Many of
theseplantshave
sufferedthrough

the dryandare

now pregparing for

a winter

underground to

rest before —
coming back next £7

spring.
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0 Hmp evri stead$tidoorgrowth very lateften not appearing above ground until Augbsit

Roscoea

once it starts to flower it just keeps on going until the frosts push the plant back underground.

Gentiana asclepiadea




We used to grow a lot of th&ino-Himalayanautumngentians very successfully when the garden was young and

we wereregularlycreating new bed®ecauseich freshly dug soils exactlythe condiion thatthey thrivein i they
alsolike to be
split up and
replanted
regularly.
Because that
group of gentias
do not do so well
in a mature
intensively
planted no dig
type of garden
that ours has
evolved intg we
have had to seek
other gentian
species that can
survivethese
conditions and
Gentiana
asclepiadeas
one of these
along with forms
of Gentiana
septemfidaon
the left.
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Crocus vallicda



