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| am sure on
occasions all of us
have looked at other
gardensor pictures
of them with envy,
particularly in
regard to how well
certain plants have
established. | have
often had Cyclamen
envy especially
when | see gardens
displaying carpets
of colour created by
the mass flowering
of Cyclamencoum

in the late winter or
Cyclamen
hederifolium that is
flowering right now.

For many years we

struggled to

establishCyclamen
coum until | sowed seeds into a small sand bed where | am plbasitds growing and selseedingyuite well
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We have better success w(ﬂyclamen hederifolium but it hasnotformed the colourful expansésat! see in
other gardensvhere | am told the seeds anestlydistributedby ants.
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We have no ants in our gardenissis up to us to spread the seed€gtlamen hed the years |
have scattered them aroundvdloen we walk around the garden we keep coming across flowering clusters of

seedlings that have matured into nice plants however wetdwave tle large mass displays | have seen elsewhere
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Cyclamen
hederifolium

I f we don
and scatter the ripe
seed ijustspills
outof the capsule
germinaing right
on top of the
parent corm where
it will not grow

well as it struggles
to competenot

only with the
parent plant but
also all the other
seeds Over the
coming weeks |
will be watching
for suchseeds
germinatingso |
cancarefully lift
andreplant themn
more favourable
conditions where
theycangrow to maturity. Cyclamen seeds germinating




The Cyclamen Societyasjust published a new 140
page soft covered boaompiled and writtetry Martyn

Cyclamen |*=
A concise guide |
L N

Before we get started

Styied cyclamen plane showing constituent parts

The reader iirst givena briefbotanyguide,naming
the above and below ground pastdhe Cyclamenplant
and there is a map tie natural distribution of the
plants.
The next chapter coveFsl o r yckamedwvghicic
, &~ through many yearsas becomea widely grownpopular
. e — house plantA number of cultivars & mass produced
"\"Cy'c]amen Nargmiiney andthesewidely availablepot plantswill often be

o peoplés first introductiorto growing cyclamentaving
been introduced tgrowing thesdascinatingplants the
Guidenowtakes you on the next step of growing them in conservatoriegen iousewherdy following the
guidance provided should deliver success.
The next chapter describes the species that are expected to do well iif sotral gardensof the United
Kingdomand the same listould also apply to amywho share a similatlimate type. A number ajood
illustrationsshowa selection ohardy species afyclamen growing in a&ange of gardehabitats
The chapter on pests and diseases may seem daunting or off putting but while it is useful to see detailed pict
themnge of pests that may i nf est: ypwmayonlpéneountesafeywofu ¢
these pests and diseaffeany, and if you are unlucky thesomeprevention and control options are included
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Chapter ¢ Growix;g;

yclamen fr — .
:m-oducmn om seed
sk

My favourite method of getting ahts,
including bulbs, is growing them from
seed and that is the topic of the next
chapter.

| have read many descriptions of how
to grow cyclamen from seed, some
sound overly complicated, but the
method described here is a simple one
and following it will deliver a good

rate ofgerminationleading to mature
plants

The Cyclamen Societyoldsshows

and should you want to become an
exhibitar there isa short chapter taking
you throughthe methods and
prepaation requiredo successfully
present your plants.

the seed capsule, where the scyl
ntly squeczed. A
ture or ¢

dof
Seed is ready when the en
hen ges
he pod is slightly soft wi
el very sticky (above right). In 0
he secd to eat the sticky coat
g

periad of weeks the seed will 77 ot and das

jghtaway, seed shou! d be stored in labelied packet: ;

cored i " »
ended unless the seed is cOmP jotely dry 35 stored
mm

If not sown strai
s and is generally no longe” vial

envelopes are reco!
llke'ybupv “develop mildews and moul



https://www.cyclamen.org/
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F9-A species by species SUide

Cha te The brown corky tuber is a fattencd sphere which
P is usually concave on the top, with the reots coming
peen arranged in ;!phabeu:;l order "O‘f €ase of accoss, Wi from almost anywhere on the twber's surface.
oo spacits paye varicties and named cultivars, The chassifi

7 LGk !
s dferent subipeces O <d/and canibe grouped togethen It alsg;c::':: n Wi?f § Formsandcultivars

w,dmnbf o which SpECHS arorelat dog 81 Therc are no botanical forms or named cultivar:

P gt about e h&' . J
Iprovices and their Socsaical descrpsions: e |
Bl hicycle relates to thein natural habi Cultivation
’ i b chapter sbout B yearly £rows h:m e o ural habitag jn the oy | Grelomen ofiicanum s A\ tender plant. that wil ot
"‘“‘._ ratic ‘émm i che southarn hemisphere shou Account and agjys “’“u-hi survivo (n the open garden in rorthern Europe, it
1 «Jﬂﬁ; 51 jsicherefore grown in a pot under frost-free glass.
cecdagy. Pl T _
e =

a afri mountains of northwest Tunis :

' Gdant m BA ’
C danien afncanu probably as far wese as Algicrs 0 NS"&:

stribution and habiat : 3 : 3
o . 25 (zs pame suggests, s native Cyclamen africanum is a plant of woudhndmm:

‘where it.ls to|be found in the coastal| | and also grows in rocky places ang in Timtsteee
crevices. In- the Kabylie mountaing of Alzeria ¢
£rows ameng rocky outerops on opan ,;rmyugw‘
of cedar forests. Unfortunately, duc to the policey
situation  in these areas no studies of the b
have bean carried outiin recenc years and thereles.
afuller description is not available,

prowieg & pecera Alfeda (54)
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Description and yearly growth cycle j
el i is an {! ing spece
the flowers usually appearing in Scptente
before the leaves unfurl, I s very clese o b
C. hederifoli and C. confi and | (there 3t
many similaritics In their appearance. Thes =
bath diplold and tetraploid forms as thite weEs
C. hederifokium. Sieksmen officarom G0 the sherw benk. fn £ Somer with fexvas
WEN wel CisLed petals (abave eighe): With atersctively pasteens
e (Belaw righc) (D)

The slightly sconted flowars are 2 paie 078
pink with al dark crimson:purple V""’P'dd&'
stain forming a jagged ring around the ""m‘ g
corolla tube. The flowars have aurid&i e
Iobes (petals) arc 18— 35 mm (0.7~ 14 iy o
7~[12 mm (0.2 = 0,5 in) wide and areui:w 4
about 90% The pedicels usually: & |
dircctly from the tuber. i

dlly elegast fawees
with matice feaves.

The hrge floshy leaves are cordJ:'; ':‘:Md
margins that are sometimes bro YT
may be up to 18 cm (7.in) 1072 orr
pattern has a geaon central o ""_cn
§  pattern surrounded by 2 pate s,srct" P
. marblod zone, outside of which 5 m ¢he WA
The petioles may arise directly’ mward“

spread horizontally before rising UP/

s
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The main part of this book is given over to a guide of the species and | find that the author has successfully d
the many pages that couddhave benwritten on each species down to the essential information on the plant, it:
habitat andhow to cultivate the forms and cultivars available to gardenatsolike the mixture of excellent
pictures showing each species in the wild as well as in cultivation

The Cyclamen Society has been involved
in many valuable field studies and
researchreportswhich have greatly
extended our understanding of these
plants This knowledge maylsohelp
towards the conservation of the species in
the wildwhich is discussed in another
chapter

Over the years a number of books have
beenwritten on Cyclameysome are listed
at the end of the book

| will certainly be referring tahis book
which, trueto the descriptiod A Conc
Gu i avd lde a valuable resource to
beginner and expert alike providing all
the information needed to grow cyclamen
At just £5.00 it should not just be gour

: book shelf butt would be an excellent

. 8 : presentthat costs little more thahe cost
of sendinga birthday cargdto any friend. It is available from the publication pages ofdhelamen Society web
site

W Cyclamen graecum
Before December 2014 the,

of Cydamen grecu
C. groecurn subsp.

o
and the amount of
Cultivation

[ T feaves are broadly oval, with 3

require ‘a good b
plenty of flow
ikes its long roots to i
this period

1o and cultivars
N graccum subsp, groe:

Olach)~ eayes pewrce

Cydlamen gra

Froecum. subsp, groecum . ol
tiely white flower
* 10 ordinary C. gro
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| am no expert on cyclamenn the past we used to grow some in pots but now | tend to rely on the ones that w

survive in the gardersuch agCyclamen hederifolium, and even then | mostjust scatter the sesdn suitable
garden habitateesulting in plantsuch as this examplgrowingat the basef a tree.
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Thestems obolllnatedflowerscon pulllng the seed capsule down on top of the corm where |t will take atennd
monthsfor the seeds to mature beé¢ being shed.
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This non floweringCyclamen hederifolium seedlinstaBIished in tgvel, has produbed its Iééves which
depending on our weatheruwtd remain green into July or beyond next year

As the pictures
illustrate
Cyclamen
hederifolium

is happy
growing along
with other
plantsi here
its flowers
push through
some Roscoea
leaves which

in turn made
good use of the
space after
earlier
flowering

bulbs and
plants had their
turn in the
limelight.
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We are slowly building up a populz;tion éyclamen purpuraécensand'té coili seen on this plant
indicate that we should get seed to continue that increase.
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Cyclamen bururasoans is among the first to flower with most of its bautifully scerflewers appearing in late
summer but it will continue to flower sporadically though the autumn.




The Colchicum flowers are held aloft not on a stem but on ap#re flower called floral tubg this makes the
plant susceptibléo falling over,especiallyin wind or heavy rain




We have Colchicum planted in many positions around the gaatleonsidered to take account of the foliage that
will grow slowly tough the winter reaching its full size in the late spring.
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MnypTants will not take well to growing right at the base of trees but it is a good place to plant Colchicu

Colchicum speciosum album
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chicum bulbs out singly like

a naturahabitat | like to planCol

In an attempt to mimithosel have seegrowing in
in this recently replanted area

This is also the season of the autumn flowering crocus flowers s@io@ss vallicola and Crocus nudiflorus
albus which are delighting us ithe garden.



