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area is always the firsteeto shel its leaves theyjustdry out,turn brownand fall offwithout going through the
colourful autumndlsplaythat most of the other trees.ddave cleared thls area of the leaves three times already
and there are still a
few more yet to
come dowri the
winds also ripped off
nearly all the lovely
red berries.

The area in the
foreground that |
have markedh the
picture aboves to
showcase this group
of autumn flowering
Crocusgrowing in
the very narrow
crevice between the
slabs.

The plant must have
arrived as a singl
seed that dropped
down the crack and
year by year it has
grown, increasing in
numbers.




We refer toc’r:umof crocus but due to these extreme conditions these corms could not cluster in the normal
circular clump instead they have lined ugetabletheir flowers and subsequent leategetthrough thenarrow

gap between the slabsad reach upowards the light
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It never ceases to amaze me just how quicklgafiewers grow- the next dayfrom the previous picturenost of
the flowersthat were in budre fully formed an@peningin the warm sunshine.




Looking down into the open flowers reveals Wigite pollen andnarkings around the thrdathis is one of the

hybrids that resulted from some seed | collected from our pot of Cxaatisolaimosand when the seedlings
maturedt was cleatthat the pden parent was of a different speciegherCrocus kotschyanus pulchellus.
These seedlings in turn set seddgover the yearbave resulted in many of the plants that seed around our gard

If, like us you allow
plants to seed arounc#
in your gaden you

will learn that plants et
will exploit many -3
habitats that you, as &
gardener, may not
have considered

such as the cracks
between the paving
slabs Pathsare just °
another environment
for opportunist bulbs.
The narrow gravel
path between two of
ourraised bulb beds

is currently ano

walk aredas it has
been populated by a
number ofCrocus
nudiflorus that have
escaped from the
beds.




Even in the bed@rocus nudiflorus WI|| not be restralnedas |t has Iong since escaped from the mesh basloets
by stolonssent out from the cormndby seed putting itself into every other basket in thieingeas well as into the

(mostly) Erythronums in the other baskets without harming or competing with thieem they flower in the

spring

Sometimes
when the crocus
flowers are
closed it can
seem like there
are not that
many but when
it is warm
enough for the
flowers to open
they expand
demandig

your attention
especially when
back light
against a dark
background.

The open
flowers are also
a magnet for
late pollinators
especially
hoverflies.




Crocus flowers increasesch yeaas they both clump up and shed s&®¥dh the plants growing up between the
closely placed stones this could be described as an alternative form of crevice bed.

The combination

of the warm

weather and the -
large number of

pollinators \
around at this W [
time of year 2 B \‘\‘

means we get a |
better seed set orf (
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AR
the autumn s
flowering crocus S5k,
than we do on
the spring
flowering ones
when it isoften
still cold and
very few flying
insects have
ventured out so
early in the
north.
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So fa | have shown Crocus growing happily in two types of crevice, between the slabs and the cobble stones
here is a&rocus nudiflourus that has chosen to grow in the vertical crevices of the raised wall where | have

established (Pseudo)Trillium rivalardenergan learrfrom naturefirstly by allowing the plants to seed naturally
thenby observingvhere theseedling plantshoose to grow it may not be where you would hasloserto plant
them buthaturewill exploit many habitats in yougardenwhere plants will grovihat you have nattilised

Whatcovers the
ground around the
Crocuscan greatly
improve thehabitat
as well asmproving
theaesthetis’ this
sene would have
looked better if only
theseSorbus leaves
had aken orthe
bright coloursof
autumn

In the wild he
delicatefloral tube
that holdscrocus
flowers aloftwould
riseup throughand
be partially supported
by thegrowth of
surroundingplantsor
carpets of fallen
leaves so we should
imitatethat in the
garden




Moss overedSand bed

After many years of keepirthe surface of this sand belgar leventually learned to accept the natural growth of
S — mosses and
o’ 3 e : = low growing
RIS - B Gveedy
‘ subjects

Rather than
deterring the
various
bulbous plants
from growing
the mossy
environment
hasgreatly
improved the
natural
increase as the
Crocus and
Cyclamen
seeds
germinateand
establishwell
in the moist
conditions
createdoy the
Mmoss.
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Crocus nudiflorljs ‘-
Many plantshave detected the approaching winteasgshutting downretreatingundergroundvhere they will

hide outfrom the cold howeverthe autumn flowering bulbs have evolved to take advantagerafds of fine
autumnweatherthatalsobringsout masses opollinatinginsectsto feed and in doing so pollinatkeir flowers the
advantage is there is lessmpetitionthanwe see in the springhen so many plants are flowering.

On the rock
garden bed we
enjoy theflowers

of many crocus
and cyclamen
species pusng

up throughand
being supported
by the yellowing
leaves of Roscoea
which shaethe
bedwith masses
of other bulbs and
plants that have
beendelighting us
with a succession &
of flowerssince
January
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You may wonder what a waII and trees has to do with crocus but rea‘ﬁ1m1arge plnetreealso sheds its oId
leaves in autumn the main differenbeing that thgyrowth of new oness alreadywell established@llowing the tree
to be evergreeand for the last few years since | built the new bed beside the gnmhtb the amusement of sem
of our neighboursl have taken advantaged collectedhe pine needlesom the road and pavement

Al
Two bags i is enouglwhlch itis easy to colledrom the hard surface.
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The Crocudlowersstart to appear in theew bed beside the pondhere lasyy e amuécls of pinene

broken dowrsoit does not look as pleasitg my eyeas itdid, so | use théreshly gatheregine needleso mulch
the bedand it instantly looks bettexrs you will see in theoflowing sequence amages.




From the éft areCrocus vallicola, banaticus and specmusin two colour forms.



