


The front cover
picture shows
Eucomis bicolor
in what | think is
its most
decorative stage
When the
swelling bright
green seed
capsulesreheld
aloft on the
purple blotched
stemabove which
we see the
remaining
flowers varying
in colour
accordingo their
stage 6 maturity,
topped off with a
pineapple like tuft
of leafy bracts.

Now the foliage oPodophyllum hexandrumis collapsingthe large red fruitsvhich have been hiding under the
leavesare revealed

The plantghatform dry seed capsuldsve already shed their valuable contents but now is the se&gwefruits
wherethe seed isurrounded bgome form of fleshy structure known by gardeners as fiutsh as thisuchsia
procumbens fruit that | sectioned to reveal the seed inside.
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This is the firslyear when we have had so many ripening fruits orfFachsia procumbensand | speculate this
harvest is down to the warm dry summer whegroduced dongsuccessionf flowers This plant is over thirty

years old and the only factor that has varied is that we haveiexped two of the warmestriest summers on
record Nature always achieves a balance so while some of the plants we grow will enjoy the warmingtbkimate
majority we have chosdbecause they prefer what has been our typical cool moist symagsadlybe put

under stress in the dryness.
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Two summers ago
when we were
suffering from the

first drought |

wrote that some of
the harm caused to
the plants may not
manifest itself until

the following year

or laterand that was
indeed the cas@he
growth on a nmber

of Rhododendrons
waspoor and then

we had a similar
second long hot dry &8
periodthis year N
which conpounded
the damage to the
roots andhey did

not get a chance to
recover fully.
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Most of our Rhododendrons ateleratingthese conditionbut one that has succumbed afveerthirty years of

growing well is thisRhododendron elegantulum It is always sad to loseant especially after such@ng time
but you will see behind
it, there is another large
Rhododendron looking
healthy.

This is oneof a number
of plants ofseed raised
plants of
Rhododendron
uvariifolium that we
planted in various parts
of the garderand
because the garden is so
full theywere often
tucked away behind
other larger specimens
nowwhen we remove
the deacklegantulumit
can grov into and fill

the space.

Gardenersave to
accepthatlossesare
natural buif you are
continuallyraising

.

plants from seed yowill always have a supply of yag healthy material coming along
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| never feel that we have properly establishihs in the garden until we get seed fronemand preferably
establishing selfeeding colonies. Like many similar organisations the SRGC Wwa#i-astablishedeed exchange

however the Covid restrictions severely hampered their operations lastfgeanaely things arenow a bit bettey
with most seed exchanges functioning to some detiree are however increasingly difficulties in sending seed
across bordemnakingsaving andsharing the seed from our own gardens ever more important.

While so many
plants are
disappearing
underground for
the winter there are
some that are just
coming into growth
i one of these is
Corydalis
0Craigton
the newly emerged
leaves are shown
above and can be
seen more closely
on the left.

These leaves will
remain gree all
through the winter
spring and well
into next summer
before they die
back to make way
for the next crop.
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The new leaves of Cyclamen also grow in the autumn surviving all the way through until next summer.
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The leaves of these treé}'peon'ies beghipon colour before tey say gdoyk or the yéar.




We have a
range of
ferns some
like this on
are losing
their leaves
(fronds) for
the winter
others
remain
evergreen.

Evergreersubjectdorm animportantpart of the gardedesign andgtrucureas well agproviding valuable habitat
and shelter for the wild life.
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The stctur, shpe and form of egeeen plaﬁt become more dominant in the garden as we head into winter.
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The ne uee oimagessan update of the rowth in tbalb housesand beds along | h earl flowers.



In the bulb house sand beds the fakthe hoop petticoat Narcissus hylsrigre either in bud or starting to flower
now and will give us flowers all the way through the winter.
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Over recent years we have been gven a few forms of Galanhuaeregje and these flowers are on top of very
long stems largely due to the low light and the dense competition from the many neighbouring Narcissus.
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It is interesting to compare the above with this Balanthus peshmegrowing in another sand bed with minimal
competition.




Crocus pulchellus

Crocus asumaniae



