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While Storm Arwen
and the worst of the
winds have passethe
weather continues to
swing between snow
and rain. One day we
wake up to a covering
of the white stuff then
the next it is dark and
rainy - the only
consistent seems to be
the daysare getting
shorter andlarker with
just the occasionddrief
glimpse of the suas it
rises or sets and that is
winter.
Just as one storm passes
| hear that Storm Barra
is heading our way
arriving on Tuesday but
as it is coming in from
3 the Atlantic itshould

¢ - - not hit the East coast so
hard. | leave this frame opemost ofthe timeand like to see the pots covered in srioiwvould be good if they
were covered in snow through until February however our seasons are not that clearly defined.




There is qute a lot of oliage growth in this sand bed but only a few flowers so far however | ntak pleasure
looking for the signs of a new showith flower budspushing through the sand

In contrasthere are masse§o Nar ci ssus fl owers already open in t
even the same clone will flower at different times in the different beds. Those planted in sand beds generally

before the samelone ofbulb would whengrowing in a pot.




It may seeneasy to identify a Narcissughen there i a label in the gotrefer tobut not so when they are all
mixed up and growing a buncHike here. | love spending time looking carefully at each flower and observing
that whilemany looksuperficiallysimilar, if you studythe detailsyou will detectthere are subtle differences

Growing them like this does emphasise to mdrtiortancethat | should onlybeselecting to name the ones that
look sufficiently differentthat they clearlytandout from the crowd
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| told the stoy

of how |
accidentally
planted my pot
of Narcissus
6Craigto
C h a | dutanéeo6
the sand beds
wherel can

easily spot its \
distinctivelycup ! ‘
shapedflowers ‘

which clearly

stand out from
the others
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| haverevisedand givermy talk Nature Gardeneds Tutorvia Zoom a few times recently and thought | would
share some observatiowberel comparewild plants with our attempts to recre#it@t habitat in the garden. One is

Saxifraga oppositifolia (abovg growing in Artic Norwaywith a Saxifraga cultivar in the gardehownbelow.

| find the
difference
soobvious
now but in
the
beginningl
suffered
from
gardene
blindness
When
looking at
the wild
examplel
acceptedhe
mosses and
other plants
as part of
nature but
in our ealy
days we
were notso
willing to
accept them
in the
garden.
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Accepting mMoss in some situations basefitedplants s
vigorouwsly amongthe moss covered sand bed while it has struggled to survive in othesfthggarden.




The damp moss
forms a great
habitat for seed
such as luisters
of Cyclamen
coum sedlings
growing where
theyfell when the
seed capsule
disintegrated
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In our moist climate mss is especially attracted to growing on the broken concrete that wedisae day | must
learn to identify thenanydifferent species that grow in our garden.




Sometimes we have toake the decisioif we should allow the moss to grow. This is tiwbblebed whereif left
to its owndevicesthe mossvould very soorcoverthe stoneeompletelyandin time a soilwould form changing
the habitatompletelyso here will remove it from the stoneH.is interesting how the moss favowestaintypes
of stoneoverothers

Because | want them to remain a rock featwél also remove the moss from tlseones irthe centre othis bed
but | maybe selective ankave it to grow on some of the edging stones.
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The moss also grows on absroundinghe pondand | removeit mostyearsbut | have been wondering about
leaving some slabs coveramisee what plants arrive and maybe avgiscatteing some seedn it.
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This is what happens in the wiltheremoss is théirst piorto growon a rockwhich in turncreates a habitat

that other pants cagrow in, so that giverime the rock would be completely covered apperaing as jeggetative
lump in the landscape.




Here is aother of ow habitat exprlenhere allowed the moss to rwtb semi submergecbckhen
sowed som®inguicola grandiflora seeds

Thehabitathas continued tevolve as other fants have made thewvn way onto the rock.



