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Snowdrops



Ead day gets shorter as we
~ move into winter and it is the
| decreasinglay length that
»+ many plants respond.tdrees
drop their leaves when the days
-+ start shorteningdong before the
- frosts start bitingwhile, at the
- same timeother types oplants
stay green until the frosts start
before they reeat
= underground. However the
garden does not shut down in
the winter underground the
new growth of manyespecially
bulbs is slowly preparing for
the spring rusto flower,
indeed many shoots are
already breaking through the
ground pushing upwardas if
putting a t@ in the water to
‘ : judge the conditionsThe rate
of this early growth will depend on the temperatweeexperiencever the next weeks and monthsa the coldthe
growthwill slow right downwhile in mild spells it will acceleratevhich is not always a godtiing. Aberdeen is
often described as the coldest city in the UK but that does not mean we get the coldest temperatures. If you |
only at the daily average temperatures through a year we are among the coolest but that is because the Nort
moderate®ur temperatures so we negatthe extremes of hot or cold experienced by nearby inland pacés
as Aboyne32 miles westof us which is often the hottest or coldest place in the coubtriymoderate climate
does mean that we can grow a wide range of plants even though wedisapgpointedsometimes when late
springfrostscause damage ftowers andhe new emergig growth

Thesenew
Allium
leaves are
always
among the
most
advanced

the flowers
d o rappear
until quite
late in the
spring.
The leaves
suwive all
that our
winter can
throw at
themsocan
bear the
scarsby the
time thetall
flower
stems push
upwards.
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It is a season
of walking
round the

gardento
spot the
adventurous
shootsand
there are
plenty such

L as Narcissus

above and
Leucojum
on the left
as well as
the
Galanthus
flowers on
the front

| cover.
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Crocus laevigatudlowersanytimefrom autumrto the spring depending on the foamd the weathefhese are
braving the winter conditionsut we areunlikely to get emperatures warm enough taeir flowersto open.
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Theleaveson ?hésé.young Hepatica plants are still looking in oo'sape an should continue to build the pla
through the winter and hopefully we wikesflowersin the spring.
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Cyclamen hederifoliumleaves

stand out among ttiebrisof the autumneaffall and ferns.
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The plant ofEucomis bicolorthatfeatured on the cover of Bulb Log 4521 has now been cut down by the frosts

but only the top growth the tubers have survivegiowing unprotectedn our garden for thirty years
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Many fernshave naturalised around the ga
competeany neighbouringlants
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Asplenium scolopendriumfronds coveed in spores
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The rs have alsxc:ausee yanamus growing in this slab bd retreaUnderground
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As | look carefully | spot theewleaves of Narciédsulbocodium ancd)therbulbssingupthroughthe soggy
mat ofdying Cyananthudoliage
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This is notanideal conditionfor the bulbstrogh the winesro it is time to remove the mat of foliage.
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The Cyananthus plants emerge from a sioglegestegboint so it is very asy teemoveit which allowsthe air and
light into the bulbsas well as exposingny slugs that were taking shelierthe damp conditions under the mat.

A look back to tispicuref m earlierin the yearshows the new growth of te Cantlam;ergingike a
cushion in the foregrounslrrounded by the bulbs.
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With the bulk of the matemoved will tidy upwhat is left of the
shoots are already visible as you can see better picheebelow of Cyananthus microphyB.




Old leaves
continue tocover
some of the path
as a number of
the large
Rhododendrons
areshedling
their old leaves
so tidying will
have tocontinue
through the
winter.
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This Bed hs been tidied ano‘l mulched with shredded quuresaratibrfor thefirst of the Snowops
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Thegrey green hummoaosf newCorydalis (Craigton Purple ffoliagewill tough out all that our winterings

Narcissus albidus
The next sequence of imaga®ws a small selection of the mahgop petticoalNarcissughat are in flower.



