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Nature always finds a way to put this gardener i
would rise enough outside to enable thésecus laevigatusflowers to open but no sooner had | loaded the Log
than a high pressure $ga moved over us bringing a number of unusually bright and mild days fonidh&inter.

| really do not mind being caught out like this because the good weather allowed me to enjoy the flowers and
on with some of the winter tidying.

| had beemwatching the first
of theCyclamen coum
flowers slowly rising up as
the stemthat has for some
weeks been pushing the bud
along the groundose up to
present the flower to the
sunshineActually the sun is
too low in the sky to light
the flower directly &
gettingthe picture | wanted
involved reflecting the light
from the small buikin flash
on my camera off a mirror
to the subject whicheing

so closevould havebeen in
the shadow of the camera
lens.
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my way as | was taig pictures of some nowdrops

| tugged at an old brown leaf BaAeonia emodithat was in
and accidently broke of this lovely healthy nose complete with two buds and some roots. The plaststi®old
rhizomes spread oguite a long way from the original planting spot making tiseisceptible to being broken if |
am careless. All is not lost however because there are plenty more noses on the original plant and | know tha
broken bit will establish well now | have planted it in a new sp&nhow that because this is not thest time |

have done this andishaccicentscan be a great way to learn how to propagate plants and as long as the groun
not frozen this seems to b@aod timeof year totake such divisions.
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While checkingan

Eranthis pinnatifida among the weeds and liverworts. Below the bend of the stem you can see the leaves anc
flowersbeing pulled up through the sailot protected in a bud but almost fully formetthey will continueto
slowly enlarge as thegurfaceturning upwards to display their beautiful flowers though the coming weeks and

months. Thisisnotearlwe ar e accustomed to seeing the new se
December with the first flowers displayiimgJanuaryand Februargepending on the weather.
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édno the drive Wy.
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away leaves that have blow
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By this time theemains obld growth has become britthreakingoff easily as | rake
in from the roadOur wee ar sits thee most of the time shading out the light so nothing grows underneath her.




cahrehave some stightly talievpkamd so there is more

- e
ok

oelok in need of a good tidy up.




Apart from pulling

out the odd unwanted|
plant that seeds jthe
driveways require
relatively little work e
through the year until 553
now when | need to :
spend some hours
clearing away the
remains of the old

growth to make way

for the new season.

The process is the

same starting out wit

a three pronged rake
then getting down

with some sheers and}&
a trowel tocrop back =3
any old growth and
remove any

unsuitable or :
unwanted plants that
have seeded in.

form a layetheint@te is another
illustration. | lifted some Bowles Golden Grass which came away with its roots holdingwhi®rmedsoil layer
leaving st clean gravel below.
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This mat is gen more illu

rescued

bulbs needing

Te bulb sedlings inélued fist yar Eythronium




While weeding out unwanted plants | disturbed these mature Crocus atung with the bunch skeedlings
shown below all of which were quickly replanted.
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YoungCrocus cormswaiting replanting.
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Nowthelrt tage of t|dy|n comletedheV{]ihd cahdfy iegroun at a bihih will let me do the final

tidying i | still have to daabit more claring downthe left hand sidevhich merges into the gardeti.you want to
seemore fromthrough the year | will add a link to ti@riveway special edition of the Bulb Log at the end.
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Even inmid-winter we can still have flowers in the garden and | will share some of them
few clumpsof Galanthusto flowers for us.
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Narcissus



