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HappyNew Year and
welcome to another
round of the weekly
Bulb Log a project
that | startedn
January 2003 as a one
year trial without ever
thinking that | would
now be starting into
the twentieth year. In
fact if | knew that it
would become such a
long laging epic |
might never have
started it in the first
place. | have been
encouraged to
continue for so long
because of the loyal
readership many of
you have been with
me since the
beginning thank you
all for your support.

| have also been fortunate to haeaders whinvavecompiledandmade available a Bulb Log Index starting with

Len Rhind, from Canadaho startedt off keepingit going until 2019~henKelly Jones in USApicked it up for

2020 beforelristan Hatton -Ellis from Wales volunteered to take on thieduable task delivering the completed

index covering from 2003 to 2021 to me on the first of Janutig/now onlineBulb Log Index | find the index

invaluable and use it all therteso ahuge thankto Tristanfor volunteering tdoe part of the Bulb Log team.

In the last Bulb Log | wrote about our erratic irrational weatheyugh 2021 and that has continued into 2022 wit

unusually mild wintetemperaturereaching 13C inlte gardenwhile it waseven highem manyparts of the UK

Thetemperaturesecordedmake this the warmest winter temperature on record. Plants of course do not follow t

calendar but respond to th Y »

prevailing conditions such .

as temperature and so the..

early flowering Galanthus | N

shown on the cover

responded to the

unseasonal warm

conditions by opening

their flowers in the hope o

attracting a pollinating

insect. That was in vain

because while they

attracted our attention the

insects have not been

tempted out bytte brief

mild weathetbut other

forms of garden wild life e

are around as evidenced peEE—

by the chewed flowers on =g

the Snowdropsshownon /7

the right Now | am onthe [eiss

prowl for slugs and snails S Lp :

althoughl think it wasaslug that had a chew becausmst snarls are currently hrdrng between rocks, under

troughs or on the side pbtswhich is where | can hunt them down.

.
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https://www.srgc.net/filessub/general/BulbLogIndex.pdf

Galanthus shoots are ap

flowers again.

You may
remember that in
the autumn |
featured this
Crocus that had
planteditself by
seed into the
crevices between
the paving slabs
Now the leaves are
emerging showing
how congested the
growth is however
there is nothing |
can do other than
observe and enjoy
natur eods
planting. You can
see from the
wetness on the
Wy 7, o 1 I3 B & o i A% T S slabs that there is a
s e AN WA Ll Ny £ NSNS ot of moisture

hanging around in the mildumid aircoming in from the wesDampconditionsarenot idealto get the garden

tidied and ready fothe mass of new growth however | can take advantage of the fine weather and get some

done.
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reictant to cut back the lovely éree fronds of the everg@mhenim scolopeiumferns that

However while
tidying awaythe
worst of the
leaves | spotted
how advanced
theHepatica
budsthat are
growing in this
narrow bechre.
As it emerges
want thatnew
growthand
flowers to be
seen ando get
priority to the
light so |
removed thdern
frondsonthat

BN side of the path.
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We can enjy the green from tfegns on




| have done amitial
clearup on the ock
garden bedby cutting
back theold growtls
andremovingthebulk
of fallenleaveswhich
will let plantssuch as
Haberlea and Ramond
see some light. Athe
weather improveswill
graduallyremove what
is left of the leaves
along withthose that ar
still falling from the
Cotoneastetrees.When
it dries out | can do the
final clearingof this bed ¥
with a leaf blower

The new bed beside th state although I did tidy it in the autumn when | mulched it with pi
needles before thaiumn flowering Crocus floweredlthoughhere will be some more clearing to do before the
early flowers start to appear. Teeare alsddaberlea and Ramondggowing in the foreground of the bed and
troughs thatorm the edge whichnk nicely in with thosearoundthe rock garden befdirther up the garden
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TheRamondagrow very well increvice styldgrougts.

For a brief fewminutes around 15.30 pink glowappearsn the eastern skyhe lightreflected from the sun that
has dipped below the horizaasts a spooky glow over the bulb housisre | will go now to see the Nassus




ANCER S
ThedJésand bed is currently the most floriferous and is full of mostly creamy white Narejgsasablyway too
manybecausehey etiolate even more when growing in a crdikd this but | enjoy studying the variations in
form. There are Narcissabidus,bulbocodum, cantabricusind romieuxiiand while some of them are the species
the majority are hybrids involving those four species.
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| like these withtheirupward pointing flowers anelxertedstyle and stamens
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Not all the hybrids are fertilandmany do not set sedulit thatdoes not meathattheir pollen cannadbe used to
fertilise andher more reproductive formlarcissus@raigton Chalicebhas neer set seed for mandthe flowers
last for a long time which suggest to me that it may not be able to carry seed but | havartséemingts pollen
to othe formsto see if they willset seed that magherit the distinctive shagautwith a different colar.




Judging by some chewed flowerthink that | have some slugs search out andeal with. t was interesting to see
thebud of one flower pokéhroughand try and open inf@golechewedin a neighbouring flower

The Narcissus growing in pots are slower into floa@the mass flowering has still to come in this bulb house bu
every daymore are openingespeciallyin the mildconditions so there is much to lodkrwardto.
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The poor light cases the leaves and stems to grow excessively but when | see them flopping around like abo
suggests to me thatthough the compost is still retthey need sommorewater.

4 i ‘
With theexceptionof a few potsl have not watered them since | tudradf the outside water ilovember If you
observe them carefullyé plants willalwaysindicate when they need sometrawaterandthe milder conditions
stimulates moractive growthwhich means tht thoseshowingthe mosigreencould do withsome morevater.




Narcissus bulbocodium

Narcissus bulbocodium



