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Narcissus bulbamium



The Hoop petticoat
Daffodils fall under
theNarcissus
bulbocodiumsection
which implies that
they arealsorelatively
closely relatecdnd
sharing common
ancestorsthis
explains why they are
SO promiscuous
crossing freely with
each otherwild
hybrids commonly
occur between
Narcissus
bulbocodium,
Narcissugantabricus
andNarcissuslbidus
All such hybrids
arising between these
species appear very
similar and look very
like many of the plants

thatwegrowl am constantly confused by them and strugec

many of our plantd. often stick with the name that they carried when we originallylgan whether by seed or as

bulbs bu understand that the confusion and-naming has been around for a long time and is not likely to be

cleared up in my lifetimd read as much as | can abdiarcissusn books and online and am especially fascinatec

by accounts of

wild populations

where perhaps the

best distinctions

can be drawn

although hybrids

also exist in these

populations. What

| have concluded

is that this is far

from a stable

section and even

peoplewho study

them carefully in

the wild, where he

distinctions may

be clearergdo not

always have an

agreement on what

they are looking at.®

| will continue to

grow them and

take great delight

in their flowers .

that bring us 4 : -

winter interest looking at all the subtle variations of forfitme two forms on this page as well as on the caller

came to us aNarcissus budocodium.




Narcissus bubocodiumwith very exserted style and stamens.
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| think these are hybrids of Narcissus albiddmsch is still includedas a form oNarcissus cantabriss by somebut
| think theseparations approprate Although the colour suggests thhere ardwo forms here the flowersaa
strawyellow when they first operiading to pue white as the flowers expands

Narcissus albidus hybrids




Narcissus hybrids




While there are many Narcissus in flower therelaiemore to come as you can ge@m the many budsisible in

\M"d

these two pictures
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Narcissus buds galore




Recently | mentioned that | thought s
than snails but while most of the adult snails are in $émerrnationobviouslythere arenewly hatched babies
looking to feed off of our flowers.

Narcissus bulbocodium albidus hybrids.
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Not all Snwdrs survive in our garden soenwe firstreiveac'speciadSGaIanthUSNe often grow iin the bulb
houseuntil we buildup numberdeforetrying themoutsidewhich is what we did with Galanthdg.A. Bowles

, A\
Last year the pot wasammed full of bulbs most afhich we planted outsiddeepingjustthisfew back as
insurance.




In preparation of
imminent earlynew
development have
managed to do
some more
removing of the old
now deadstalks
this time around the
front gardenAs |
cut backtheold
stems ba
Veratrum
fimbriatum| was
delighted to spot
the greerbudsfor
this yearwere
sitting at the
surfacealready to
spring into growth
as the year
progresseslhe

attractivefan shaped leavesill emerge in the springefore the plasteventually delivetheir spectaculaflowers

in September
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Veratrum fimbriatum
As | cleared to cut the old stems | disturbed the organic surface around the shartgroim fimbriatumandwas
encouraged to see the white traces of mycelium indicating that we have a natural healthy soil which | coverec
again with some of the leaf debris. | know that because we leave it as late as practicable before we cut back
growthsas well as leaving much of the leaf fall in plasany people would see our garden as urtiigtyyou can
beovert i dy. Removing all organic material down to
and in addition to benefitg the plants | get great pleasure in watching the birds whdatssdit like a pair of
Wrens | have just been watching as | writgafjing through the leaf debris on the ground while Coaltits and
Goldcrests are searchihggh abovefor anyfood they can find hiding@roundthe swellingbuds d the Acertrees
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Similarly | found a number dfPeonS/buds with their noses sitting just proud of the surface where thdyettan
gaugewhentheconditions are ready to burst into growilihat theactualparameters that the plantespondo ae
one of the things that makpkants so fascinatgto me
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Helleborusbuds are also evident at thase of the old stems, these were removed stadtéyl took this picture,
also note thgrowth offresh green Colchicum leavésat have recently emerged.




Despite the cold and the pots being frozen most of the limbud<f Eranthis pinnatifidgink formsthat were
only justpeekingthroughthe surfacex few weeksgo continueto slowly push up and unwindlrhese arsecond
generation seedlinggown from agroup ofpink types

Eranthis pinnatifida pink




Eranthis pinnatifida pink
seedlings

Sitting beside the parent
potstherearepots of
seedlingsown when they
were ripe in May last year
and these onese
germinatingnow.
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| find that if seeds are sowrmeously then they will germinate at the same time as the parent plants come into
growthandthis is generally the case across all plantss fiilming is confirmed here whetthe seedlings sen from
the pnk form have a seed leaf whilgith anothemot of seedsownat the same timfgom a differentlineare £nto
fourteendays behindvith the parentsandseedonly justshowingin the last few days.

*timeouslyi a Scottish word meang fin good time

i.'" ) ,,'- : 2 - A ,___. : ;.v e B « {b{J' -




Themost advanced of theIIereIowers is this onethatself seeded into thgravelwhere the flower bud and
bracts are friged with frost.
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| also spot some seﬁeding in action as thiallen stem of Lilium martagosheds its contents across the leaf litter
where much of ishouldgerminatebutleft to its own deviceonly someis likely to grow toon tomaturity.

acrossheperfectly hardynewfoliage of Corydalis dCraigton




thdendronéephaiénfhus a real treasure and this one is arOLh‘riItMyears old.




Ferns are especially valuable plantedier the heavy shade of trees

Colchicumcan also be growadlose to andindertrees such as herattvthegrowth of the new leaves



