4
SRGC ----- Bulb Log Diary ----- ISSN 25146114

Pictures and text © lan Young

BULB LOG 07........cu........ 16" Febuary202 =

- "' o ? ‘*i. , . ' ’ *A )' .‘:’
. : *

» .
2

¥ ‘ ' . ( -
Vg ¥ S W o, Y
- . » - Ao S . - B » : ‘f . ‘«
"‘ ';‘ . > Q’ "IN . ‘ , " ‘ '.;
o : ¢ '
2 Narqlssus bulbocodlgnwbsp praﬂcox var. paupméﬂns -*; '
- - . . . " o '*

B e
» - ’
.i’s» . » . . . ,A,-J, “*
- -.-A r ‘_;‘ r P y A‘g p - ‘it



Many years ago we got
some bulbs labelled
Narcissus bulbocodium
subsp. praecox var.
paucinerviswvhich is a very
large name for such a small
plant.Where it should be
classified can and will be
discussed for a long time bu
| can recognise its offspring
such as this seedliny its
short stature with upward
facing yellow flowers
growing in one of the sand
beds.This oneexhibits
exsertedstamens and style
a feature | find attractive
but thetype description
states that theshould be
contained within the cona
so perhaps this seedling has
pickedup genesrom
another ype.
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Narcissus and Crocus
The first series of picturasere taken irihe same sand bed where the Narcissemore recently planted out so
theyhave more space to gramithout heavy competitiarBecause we had the experienéseeinghow
successfuy the narcissus would grow and increase since we planted up thmufirgtouse sand bedal many
years agd here we grow a wider range of bulbs includingrencrocus where the first flower buds of the year hav
just appeared.
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Mixed Narciss ng in the sand bed.




Mixed Narcissus species and hybrids growing in the sand beds.




This Narcissus romieuxii seedling stands out because of the flared corona and extreenidy style and stamens
and behind it is one of the first of the miniature trumpet daffodils fleweasppear.
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Due to growing s closely together the Narcissus growth gets elongated to the point that the stems and leaves
to flop aroundbutonthis day | noted the flowers stems were drooping maiessithe edge indicating that they
needed watering.




After | ast gweekd
received an interesting question on
the SRGC Forum that | thought it
was worth sharing here along with
my answer.
A question+ fiyou planted out the
Galanthus Dryad Gold bulbs
singly in the garden. Do you think
this gives a faster rate of increase
than panting out a small clump of
bulbs? | know you often write that
bulbs like company.
1. Bulbs in pots like and grow
better with close company.
2. Planting out clumps of bulbs
will give a bigger clump sooner
than those planted singly.
3. I much prefer to seswly
planted bulbs spaced out singly

' and in random groups to mimic
nature and while it is rewardlng to see the large clumps | just want to split them up and spread them out but d
always have the time or indeed space to do it.
It may be when you fit start to grow bulbs you want to achieve clumps quickly to bring an established mature
look to your garden but then the clumps also get too big for their ownrgomlquicklyneeding divided and
replanted sooner. So | have two good reasons to plarg but singly first for the more natural look as@tond
that it will be longer before | need to divide them.
Clump-forming bulbs are not so commonly seen in the wild as they are in gardens and | have a hypothesis th:
reason for this is that a bubat is genetically inclined to increase will quickly form clumps where the bulbs have
to compete against each other for nutrients and moisture leading them to start to flower less as the bulbs get
congested and smaller each year until they wouldteadly fade away.

In the cultivation
the gardener
becomes the
friend and indeed
favours such
clump-forming
bulbsbecause of
§ their rate of

% increase and

g helpsby regularly
. dividing,

¢ replanting and

| spreading them
around. Due to
this fast rate of
clonal increase
these bulbs have
become more
dominant in
cultivation than
bulbs that can

- only be increased
by seed.

Galanthus @Glenormabplanted out as a single bulb just a few years ago.
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Superficially very similar when you look carefully yauill spot significant differences between the flowers of
Eranthis pinnatifida on the left anderanthis byunsanensison the right.




One of theexcitement®f this time of year is spotting the fat shoots of the early flowering bulbs poking through
grourd such as thederythronium caucasicum which is slowly increasing frorthe singlebulb | plantedout

Thesdlris 'Katharine Hodgkin' were also split and planted singly not many years ago and now they have for
small clumpsespecially the ones on the lefhich are at tltstagewhen their flowers open the&yowdinto each
otherpreventing thenfrom displayingtheir full beauty
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Therelatiely large flowers ofeticulate IristHarmonygrows in thesheltered bed at thaseof the house wall




Every daymore shoots and flowers appear acrossgdenand even when it is raining and cold getthis view
from the comfort of the house
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Galanthus, Eranthis and Crocus in the cobble bed reffettink towhat is groig’ the wider garden
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Compare this rew of the plants growingn thecobblebedwith théverysimilarview, shownbelow, looking
further intothe garden
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Galanthus woronowii and Eranthis hyenalis.




Leucojum vernum var carpathicuRodpolozjeincreass wel, soto keep it flowering frelg the clumpsshould be
dividedregularly
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This view shos'at while theweareaswith plenty offlowers such as the mossvered sand bed at the bottom
of this picture many acrosthe wider gardeare still to emerge.
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Colchicum and Allium go well togethghe rIy in the yeabefor their flowers
come in summer and autunBy thetime theAllium flowers appear theleaves ar@ever looking their betut

thar tall flower stems can rise up through the Colchicum leaves at their fhegikin the autumn when all the
leaves have died badke Colchicum flowers appear.

Eranthis
@&chwefelgland
is one of thepale
yellow flowered
selections of
Eranthis
hyemalis that
graduallyforms
clumpsand in
my experience
mostof its
seedlinghave a
similar palehue.
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Galanthus, Iris 'Katharine Hogkin' and Crocus atticus

Crocus atticus




Continuing round the gardémotethere are many ciaps of snowdrops that woulcelbest divided

| will leave you this week witlthis wider viewshowng the majority of plantshave still to emergso there idotsto
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