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Two more
named storms
have moved
over us since
last week but
they came from
the westso the
winds we
experienced
were not so
severe this time
but they did
bring heavy rain
which turned to
snow that
moment |
captured in this
picture. It was
wild for a while
and the snow
built up quickly
to around 5cms
but then it went
almost as
quickly as it
came.
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It was too wild to go out to take pictures when the snow was at its deepestrigngctide night it turned back t
rain which washed most of the snow away leayursj some scattered areias me to record.
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A few weeks on from the red pointed shoot emerging Erythronium caucasicum is now waisagésunny mild
conditions to open its flower. This is always the earliest of this species to flower with mssande years the light
and temperature level have never reached levels required to open the flower and the bud withers without dis

its internal beauty. Because we have raised them from seed we have a range of otherostrofsvhich flower
laterwhen the weather conditions tend to be more favourable.
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Snowdrops are perhapstheir best wheseerflowering through the snow but they are not the only plant whose
flowers come early and can survive being covered in snow.
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Cyclamen coumflowers come ouUnscalnedfrom under the snow
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Beforethey started to hame storms we just called it winter and ebruras often been the month that we ge
snow and indeedve can get snow well into Maput the frequency of high winds is increasing.

The sudden melt of
all that snow resulted
in a flush of water
flowing through the
ground which is just
what these early
flowering bulbs need
to fuel their rapid
growth as they spring
into flower.

¢ Crocus, Eranthis and
Galanthus are the
predominant genera
in flower this early
but will soon be
joined by Nargssus

= of which there are
some buds hidden

- within the greenery
shown in this picture.
Y Thisis the cobble bed
- N e AN A which is close to the
house so we can observe it through the windows and since | placed the cobbles some years ago to stop the
espeially from eatingthe crocus corms it gets better every yieat this time of year it is a reflection of the garden
in miniature.
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In between the storms we have enjoyed a lot of sunsitifeh has warmed the air sufficiently to allow the
snowdrop flowers, such & T r u npspréad their outer green marked petals revealing the inner ones.
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Gal ant hus &uppad Gol d
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Another group of y
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We have a large number of $gsh cultivars mangelected from at the great castle gardens &
their size is just one of the variable featuremmpare the small Galanthus plicatus type in the foreground with t
much larger hybrids behind.
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There is now a mass flowering thfe Narcissusfrom theBulbocodium Groupthatwe growin pasin the bulb
houseand it is a lovelyspectaclghat | explore irthefollowing sequence of images

Ther stems and foliagkave sat upfter | wateredthem last weebut theshear density of groth causes them to
grow taller than they do in the other sand,begere they are well spaced @utd stay nice and short




The paler flowers on the left alarcissus romieuxii@Craigton Clumperdwith Narcissus bulbocodiumon the
right.
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The range of forms that we grow undlee nameNarcissus bulbocodiumis illustrated by these twgrowingside
by side.




the biggest flowers that | hageen in this groughey are huge and stand out from the masgeswhere they are
growing in the sand beds
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These are a few that | kegpa pot as a reference which give an indication of thetsespan othe corona is fully
5cms across and it has an interesting scent.




In comparisorthe flowers on thé&arcissus bulbocodium subsp. praecox var. paucinervibat featured last week
arejust less than Bcmsacross.

Growing in a
sand bed the
flowers of
Narcissus
cantabricudave
a purity that
makes them
stand out from
the manymixed
hybrids
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These mature seedlings in a single pot showsthremesf the rél_lge the hybrids can adoptith colours rangng
from almostwhite through to strong yellows amvdth asmany variationsn theshape of the coronas the
following images show.

Narcissus hybrid thecrumpled corona orhée bottom right flowers not unusuaind is not a fixed featutbe
flowers should open normally next year.
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Narcissus

Narcissus hybrid




Narcissus hybrid
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Narcissusforms and hybrid s notethe lobed corona of the flowetewardsbottom




While they all Ik
superficially similar
closeinspectionis
rewarded by endless
variationswithin the
flowers one of the
benefitsalong with
increased health and
vigour of bulbsraised
from seed
| have just read omrc
again inthecurrent
issue of thdRHS
magazinelrhe Garden
the advice they churn
out every year to
deadhead your
daffodils to encourage
them to flower better
next yearOver many
yearsl have done
trials that show théulbs(including Narcissusseting seedgrow on for asignificantnumber of weeks longdinan
those without seednore than enough time to make ampy extraenergy requiredronically in the samedition of
The Garden there is amterestingarticle abouthe manyNarcissusultivarsGeorgeEnglehartaised in the late 19
century how many of these would exist if he followtgkiradvice? The fact is that many dhewidely grown
daffodil cultivarsareunlikely to set any seed at all and if they do gardeskosildaccept them aswaelcomegift
from natureandeither allow them togrow or pass them on. | dehole heartedlyagreewith theother partof their
advice on letting the &es die down naturallynly removing them when they atempletelydry and yellowbut
leave the flower stenmtactto do the same

Moving backoutside tiesun is still shiningenablingthe Snowdropflowersto spread their skirta/hile danéng
gently back and forwards in the winthis shaking will also releas®mmepollen from thesalt cellar type anthers
andhopefullywe will be rewarded by someead.Click here to bieck out the late®ulb Log Video Diary




