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Iris 'Kath arine
Hodgkin'

Iris 'Katharine
Hodgkin'is a
miniaturereticulate
Iris hybrid that is
widely available in
the tradelargely
because of the speed
of increase that is
possible from a
single bulb an
increase that has
both positive and
negdive
consequences.
Within a few years a
single bulb will
increase to form a
clump of several
flowers such as these
and especially the
group on the left.

| find such clumps ofris 'Kath arine Hodgkin' unattractive because the beauty of the colour shagdorm of
the individual flowers cannot display freely to be fully appreciated.




Iris 'Kath arine Hodgkin'
It does not take long for such clumpfsiris 'Katharine Hodgkin'to formwhichif left uncheckeds detrimenthto
boththelong termvigour and flowering oftte bulbs as wetheaesthéc qualities. | wrote reently about how the
gardener becomes the friend of bulbs that form clumps and now isdtimetibn.
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Now | come to the guestion of the best t|me to lift and divide bulbs mcltldm@(attarlne Hodgkin and the

simple answer must be when the budbs in their summer dormancy because tranwill not interrupt the

growingcycle nor do damage to the growth. But in a garden this becomes a more complex question because

gardener has t@ke other factors into account. If | were to lift these iris wihely godormant in summer | would

do damage to the many other plants that share this,gmackave to consider when is the time | can do minimum

damage to all the surrounding plants. Like ynaalbs the first roots form in the late sumvearly autumrwhen

the ralns arrive but they WI|| not grow to thelr fuII extent until the leaves start to grow which in this case is afte
flowering cycle.
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divide, replant and
wate these bulbs
with minimal damage
to the roots knowing
that they will be able
to grow on better
without the intensive
competition.

| replanted three
bulbs spaced out
back into the ame
place taking care to
waterthem in well to
both support the plant
andimportantly to
wash the soil into
good contact with the
roots.
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This picture shows the roots hasxeperiencedittle if any damageso the pants wil grow on well and should
flower again next year but also note the small bulbils forming arourabti@m of the bulbs many of which have
fallen off and can be seeamongtthe sdl. These bulbils are what makieis plant so prolifienabling it to be
easilyclonallyincreasedvhich has resulted ih becomingso widely available.




Thi_é clump ofiris 'Kharine Hodgkin'has mz;hy nonflowering shoots that will greatly benefit from being given
more space to grow in without all that competition.



I ri s OShtmanka igssnmlificsister seedling dKatharine Hodgkin, apparently raised from the same
seed capsujéut here is a warninylook at the darker blue streaks especially obvious on the upward pointing p:s
of this flower these are signs that ivisussed. Many of the plants and pictures | see ofdasharine Hodgkin'and
related plants are virussed and indeed it is a plant that is robust enough to tolerate and survive with the virus
may be growing other plants that can catch the imfegthich cannot survive with the virus. Our stocks of these
plants are clean and we rigorously remove any that show signs of the virus.
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Splitting these clumps has given me many more single flowers to plant out across the rock garden bed and b




And so | have three answers to when is the t@stto split up clumps of bulbs.
1 The best time for the bulbwhen it is dormant in summer.
2 The best time for the gardewhen you will do minimum damage to all the plants growing in the space.
3 The Iest time for the gardenémwhen they remember.

The 3 is well put by Panayoti Kelaid i n atest NARGS journal wh
, . , Lessonsd he

Allumdougl asi i
after year it gradually
expanded and |
wonderedshould |
divide it in the spring or
wait until it goes
dormant in the fall? |
put it off, the clump got
bigger, until one spring
it wasnot t
of us have a similar
experience so perhaps
the best time to divide a
plant is when you
remember and havbe
time - yes you may do
some damage but the
harm of doing nothing
may be greateiTo that
end- for a number b
seasons | have been
meaning to divide this
clump of snowdrops.




Itis ' the ideal time to diturb the bulb in fI rowt but as yo wél Iselw the bulbs ae very ongested
stacked up beside and on top of each other so | carefully lift the clump removing around two thirds of the bul
while leaving one side relatively undisturbed for now.

I gently pulled small bundles of bulbs awayrfrmhe'a:mgestednass minimising the damage to the roots before
planting them around in small groypisenfollowed the allimportant watering them in well.
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You would hardly know that | had been there once | had back filled the hole with fresh soil and wateredswvhat
left of that clumplIn the summer | will lift what remains of the clumgplantingthe bulbsspaced out into the fresh
backfilledsoil.
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As it is now officially spring | sped most time exploringhe garderenjoyingthe pockets oflowers thatdond wait
for thearrival of springas well as searchingut thefirst signs of shoots as the restloé garden wakes up.




This group of
Snowdropsncludes

on the right)

(Elizabeth Harrisoda Eg3
lovely yellow form of
Galanthusvoronowiii.
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Y ellow snowdrops arspread around the garden where tbentrast with the more tyical green marked forims.
have toexplore the garden becausfethe wayit has evolved our metimeschaoticintuitive plantingsalongside
those ofnature our tutor whoworks in asimilarway. Thatcombinationof no labelsor formal recordother than a

visual oneof the pantings alongwith theseli-seedingneanghe garden is full ofurprises especially at this time
of year.




The garden is art and there is art in the gardergasd lit creativewith the cameravhile addng to my extensive
visualrecord
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Theplanting inour cobble bed near the housaismall scal@reviewto theplants acrosshewider garderandacts
as a visual link atheeye scansspotting thesamecolours in the bedseyond whiclencouragegsxploration




Narcissus cyclamlneus and Crocus abantensis




Crocus abantensis
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Similar plantings are repeatedvarioushabitatsaraund the gardewith Eranthis hyemalisspreading by seeahd
Crocusthirkianus spreadsts tiny corms aroundby stolons



