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This bulb log
celebragsthe
arrival of
spring in the
garden.

| will start in
the north
facing front
gardenwhich,
because it is
mostly in
shade at this
time of yearis
still in winter -
some days the
frostnever lifts
SO many plants
can beweeks
behind those in
the sunny back
garden.

As you approach the front door you pass the cloud pruned tree b

out some weeks after they did in the back gartlermatterwhatthe sizeof our gardenghey are notikely to bea
sinde habitat but a&ombination of many micro habitats each of whatcording to its aspeawill experience
slightly different temperatures anabisturewithin in theparameters of your are@hese habitats are then further
manipulated by the gardenersing such devices éandscapingnd plantings sucasbuilding raisedbeds

plantingtrees to cast shade etc.
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Before you getas far aghe snowdrops you pass the pink blossonmBagfhne bholua 'Jacqueline Postilli this is
a relatively young plantve have hadt for around five yearsand this is its best year yitr flowers | did not want
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Daphne bholua
‘Jacqueline
Postill'

It is worth noting
that one of this
plants features and
perhaps the
primary reason we
planted it here was
for the wonderful
scentthe first

hints of which you
detect some
distance away
from our garden
the sweet skl
intensifies as you
walk up the path.
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Moving from the fomthrough tothe backgarden es en it is sunnig like moving
from winter into springvherethe brightness and tqraratureare noiceably different atthis time of year

Since the start of

the meteorolgical
spring last week we
have enjoyed a
number of beautiful
sunny days. &
Frostsform during

the coldclearnights
causing nanyof the
early growths to
collapse onto the
ground butasthe
morning sunwarms
theair andground

these growths soon &
stood erect agairt

was also warm 3
enough for many of &=
the flowers to open
wide when they

have their moment

in the sunshine.
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As | head off round the garden in an anticlockwise direction INiactissus bulbocodiumandNarcissus

cyclamineusflowering in one of the raiseslab beds angwithEr ant hi s 0 Ghlhowmbelew. Go |
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Moving onwards a host of crocus flowers including a white fori@rocus tommasinianusare among the many

in the rock garden bed. Here you will also beaveen twenty and thirty individual flowerslofr i s 6 Kat h
H o d g KhatmeSulted from the two small clumps I split up last week
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Crocus tommasinianus
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As you becomanolder and hopefully more experienced gardener you start to appreciate more the pla
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nts that
well in your garden the onesvhich, after you plant themook after themselves increasing and seedingratou
such as these commdaut beautifulcrocus cultivars
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"?homusuablantslik these Galanthus from the Dryad Gold series.




Thewarm yellowflowers of thisCrocus chrysanthus cultivaropenwide, mimicking and fadng thesun.
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The cooler yellow flowers dEranthis dGuinea Goldodo the ame as thegmergehough a mulch of pine needles.
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Now the sun is higH enough agreachand spre{ditgwart tbenew bed beside the poa it is also
waking from its winteistate a bit behind the same plants in the sunnier part of the garden.
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Crocus andEranthisiGuinea Goléfloweringwith buds orNarcissus cyclamineus andyEhroniumcaucasicum




It is not just the position in the garden th#fectsthe flowering time of plantdRaisng so manyfrom seedneans
theseplantsare not clonaland as a result the&sythronium caucasicumwill have slightlydifferentflowering
times these are the earliest otherrfarin similar situations flowarp to four weeks latr.

Erythronium caucasicum



