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While it would
be easy for me to
be distracted
away from the
bulb houses by
all the plants
flowering in the
gardenthe lure
of the small
Narcissus is too
great to ignore.
The earliest
flowers have
faded but are
replaced as
quickly as they
go over by
another wave of
forms and
species.

My survey starts
with the bulbs
growing in pots
where there is a
colourful
flowering peak.
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wabulbocodum hybrids raised by the late Don Stead are on tharafiinamed strong yeIIo the
distinctively shaped creamy white one | named 6D




Narci ssus 6Don Steadbo
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The unnamed yellow hybrid looks very like a short form of Narcissus bulbocodium but | belie\aehybri as
in the many the years we havegrowim e m nei t her it noveevwrsetanyseasdus &6 Do




Narcissus bulbocodium

Some of the miniatures gFowin in these 7cms:pfstam the leftone of ourown seedling, theothers are fsm
Anne Wright of Dryad Nursery




A selection fromAnne Wright.




Some of 0, @hamhybsicNar ci s s uand Missi s

Narcissus cantabricus clusii aadvild form of thenaturallyoccurrirg hybrid between Narcissus triandrus and
Narcissugantabricuslassified adNarcissus »susanna.




| am delighted to sed&¢ Narcissus xsusannaewe raised fronwild seed is sheddingientypollen that looks to be
fully fertile, which | have been spreading around with a paint brush.

Many years ago | made the cross betwee
plants ofNarcissus triandrus and
Narcissus cantabricwge were growing
and raiseaur own version oNarcissus x
susannaeshown on the left. If you look
carefullythere are two differencefirst

our versionlike many hybridsdoes not
have good pollen, it looks yellow but it is
hard and dryot fluffy and shedding like
on the wild form shown above.
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The second difference is the style on the
wild form is long putting the stigma well
beyond the anthers while in our version it
is short holding the stigma below the
anthers.




The stock of ar
Narcissus x
susannasds planted
out inthevarious
sand bedand this
one has produced
two flowers which
does not happen
every year buis
samething the bulbs
will do whenthey
aregrowingwell.
Needless to say |
have been cross
pollinating all the
forms we have in the
hope of getting a
good seed set.
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| have learned a ladf lessonsince we planted the firdt/6shapedsand bed whicks now a jungle of growthlt
may look like it is over for the year btltere are still somieshflowersand more wavesf colourstill to come
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I love the inside outside effeate g¢ whenthe early flowering bulbs in thgardencombinewith those under glass.
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With the knowldé how well the Narcissus grow iF\ the sand besigsdcedhemout in these bedso e ouId

not have to compete for space and light.
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The firstto flowerin the autumn and through the winter mordtesmostly forms and hybrids dflarcissusalbidus,
bulbocodium and romieux@andbecaus®f the lowwinter light levels they do ted to grow talleven when given
space but the later forms ofiissus bulbocodium, cantabricus and romieuxii stay nice and short.

Narcissus bulbocodium and hybrid.
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Narcissus asturiensis
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One trumpet type daffodil stands out amongttbard of hoops as its flowers start to open. We first grew this und
the name Narcissyserezchiscanobut now it comes undétarcissus confusus
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Leucojum vernum, Narcissus hispanicusand Galanthus
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Naricssus cyclamineusasturiensisandEranthis dGuinea Golddgrowing in a raised slab bed.

While most forms ofNarcissus cyclamineushave a single flowexve nearly alvays find the odd onem®rting two
but this is not a stable featuréthe speciesAll our Narcissus cyclamineugre seed raiske




We have raised

all ourNaricssus
cyclamineus
from seedwhich
is the most
reliablemethod
of increasdor
this species
howeversome of
the seedlings
such as this one,
do form clumps
morereadily
than others

As vegetative
increasas rather
slow| do spend
time going raind
pollinating the
flowers atthis
time of year to
maximise the
chanceof them
seting seed




The final series of images for this week ar¢haNew Bed Beside the Pond/hich is really starting to mature
nicely and looking very colourfulvith the plants emerging through the pine needle mulch



