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Corydalis malkensis native tothe Caucasysas been iUK gardensisnc e at | eas 1993 itmas 1 ¢
given an Award of Garden Merit by the RHS. | agree it is an outstanding garden plant but since those early d:
many have changed their minds or formegitho pi ni on t hat it i s aitisGelfeedy O
compatible anavhen it likes your conditions will seed around freely covering areas with its beautiful creamy
white flowers which I love. | find it strange how some people will charfggrtopinion of a plant when it seeds and
grows welllike this whilethese are the very characteristics Ittrgncourage in plants. The dictionary definition of
a weed is a wild plant growing where it is not wanted and in competition with cultivatedyglaalsin an
agricultural context | can understand the garden for the benefit of wildlife and biodiversity we should encourac
wild plants to grow alongside cultivated oneaccept there are some plants of wild and cultivated origin that gro
so radily and intensively that they prevent other plants from grovtivese should be avoided. Corydalis
malkensidlowers early covering large areas of our gardesfore or just as other plants @a@ming into growth

then within a month or six weeldhe corydalisvill have set seed and retreated to an underground tuber until ne;
year, leaving the space for the next sequence of plants to delight us.

Theseearly flowering
tuberousCorydalis such as
Corydalis malkenishave
the shortest active growing
period of all the bulb we
grow with their foliage
disappearingjuickly after
the flowers and seed is set.

Corydalis malkensis
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None of theCorydalis malkenisi n were planted as awet ub
first introduced ittheyare allnow seltseeded sometimes | do help by gatlmg and scattering some seed to
introduce it to other areak will start flowering from seedn two or three years and then it is gedfrpetuating.

Here it is growing in quite dryery gritty soil in the shaded leg of the rock garden.
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Here in a sunnier bedorydalis malkenisis currently the star show having taken over from the Eranthis,
Galanthus and Leucojumhich havealreadyflowered and before the Erythronium, Fritillaria afdlium come

into their season.
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he yellow flowers oErythron

ium tuolumne nsejust starting to show among the se&oftydalis malkensis
which will collapsewhenit sets seedasthe stems of the other subjects push their flowers up to attract attention.

Corydalis malkensis
associates so well with
Erythronium that | grow

it in the sand plunge
among the baskets of
erythronium and | think
you will agree this is
much more attractive
than looking at just bear =
sandbefore the e
erythroniums come into (&
growth ]
Here rather than being
Oweedd the
growth inhibits the

growth of other less
desirable plants that
seed arounduch as

Hairy Bittercresswhich

| do wonderif we worry
too much about




TheCorydalis
malkensiscauses
no harm at all to the
emerging gowth
including
Erythronium dens
canis the first
species to flower in
this sand plungelt
seems irrational to
me that people
would exclude this
beauty from their
garden just because
it grows so
willingly while at
the same time
trying to coax other
plants that are
unlikely to ever
grow in their
conditions to
establish
Suchself-seeding
plants that are also gentle with thelr nelghquﬁ;en bring a benefit that supports and encourages a wider plant
community like we so often see in natural habitats.

Soon the Coalis will be goe an this pluge bed iII be urstinglm’tbolour of Erythronium fowrs.




As thesnowdrops fadeCorydalis grows in perfect harmony with the small white, S|in wshd flowers
of Hepatica nobilis var. pyrenaicafloweringin advance of many other small bulbs that will soon appear.
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Now let me introduce yo to another speecidss onenative to Ukraine- we got our first planbf Corydalis
paczoskiiin 2007andsincethen,beingsel-compatble, we haveencouragedt to seedfreely aroundour garden.
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With smaller pinky viogt flowersCorydalis paczoskiiis a more subtle plathanCorydalismalkensissobeing

» o

less showy it does not jump out the samagit is none the less a good additidn the right place it is a very
welcome plant at this time gkar- here we have encouraged it to seed around one of the raised beds among s

shruls and other plants which are still very much in their winter siateby the tirre they start to grow and flower
Corydalis paczoskiwvill have flowered, seeded and retreated undergound.

o X

E:orydalis paczoskiiis a gentle

~ - . ™~

&

plant causing no problems to thehions or shrubs that it grows among.




Growing inone of thesmaller sand plungderythronium hendersonis among the earliest of the Western North
American species to flower each yéaakealook at what is among thegits growing around its base.




Corydalis pacz
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s this time next year.

Thelong thin
leaves of Crocus
nudiflorus an
autumn
flowering
speciesalso
volunteered to
grow in this bed
- bringing us
flowerswhen all
the eythronium
are back
underground and
the bed would
otherwise be
bare of plants.
Thelong thin
seed pods have
already formed
on theearlier
flowering
Corydalis
paczoskiiand the
seed, whictwill
be shd within




b & i
first year seed leavesin be seeim thetop left of this pictureand thissuccesss whatle
peopleto describéboth Corydalis paczoskiand Corydalis malkensas aweedy speciessShoutl you wish, it is
very easy t@revent excessive seedingtigynovng the stems as #seed pods ripen
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Here it is(PseuddTrillium rivale that is seeding arourggenerously wouldthey also call this a weed?
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I introducedCorydalis paczoskiito the new bedvhere it growsflowersthenseeds antiavingsuch ashort

growing season will be goneby the timethe Trillium hibbersonii and'. (pseudo)rivalegrowingbelowappear

U

Another plant native tche CaucasusErythronium caucasicum ,whichwith some effort and patieneee are
makinggood progress at establishiimgour garden.



