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The ué flowers oS¢
limelight in a bed full of bulbs there are evea few rock garden plangill to be found.

Spring is advancing
quicker than | can keep
up with: so many
flowers openingThe
growthof the plants
carpeting the ground
spreadingut hiding

the bare ground under
a multi textural
tapestryin shades of
green with foliage of
many shapes andims
through whichflowers
arerising andopening
among or above ik
sea of green. The
growth is happening so
rapidly that the
difference from
morning to afternoon is
significantnever mind
theday to daychanges.

illa rosenii curret make a stro statement on the rock gardertddedg their turn in the
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Notice how these Muscaarciééusand epatica are not growi isole d a s menod p

of a balanced community that uses every bit of gro8etecting what plants to grow together is a process of usin
some common sense in selecting those that have a similar growithihvate is also an elementtofal anderror so

if you plant something that takes over at the expense of its neighbours it has to be rerhegedare the plants in
growth nowhoweverthe same spads utilised byother plantghat growbeforeor aftergiving a seasonaequence

A small Narcissus
cultivarlooks and
grows so much
better rising through
the green carpetith
companionable
plants.
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Narcissus obesuﬁowerin throughthegreen arpet in the bulb house.

Narcissugultivar flowerirg througha green carpet in the garden.




nearbywood among the twigs and branches.
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A cultivated form ofAnemone nemerosapreading mong other spring plants.
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You will rarelyfind Primula elatior flowering alone in nature they are neaalyays growing through and with
other pants even if it is just grassebkere it is joined b¥rythronium revolutum andCorydalis malkensis
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Anemone X lipsiensis 'Palta’ is another of the wood anemones that once established will spread out to form ¢
low carpet of foliage topped bisipale primrose yellow floweiishereit is growing in deep shade under a
Rhododendron, trees and a large hedge.

Anemone blanda

Many of the
plants such as
Anemone blanda
seedaroundmost
successfullyn the
gravelareas
surrounding the
paving slabs

were never 3
originally intended &
to befor plantsbut

we could not ,
ignore what nature!
and the plants
wereshowing us




The Corydlis formed an early grund cover but it will soon retreat undergmxakid ay fo ahle host of
other plants.




Sometimes

gardening is a

process of trial

and error where

actions can have

knock on

consequences

bringing new

problemsfor

whichwe have to F 288

find solutions :

You may notice §

that compared to

most of the

garden there ia : g

lot of bare ground J##7E =2

showingaround %&£

the bottom of the

treein this

picture The

reasorthe ground o] \ ; ot s o - 47t
is bareis that | hang one of the bird feeders in that tree antbﬂtbngblrds drop bits of the sunflower heaWhlch
encourages ground feeding birdsaoaige around and tidy up the bithis was never a problem before Covid

Once Covid
struck and the
town was in lock
down people no
longer ate their
lunch and
snhacks in the
town centre so
all the secaps the
town pigeons
used to feed on
disappeared
caushg them to
spread out to the
edges of the
townwherethey
found the food
source below
our feeders.
We never had
pigeons before
but | have noted
there are now
largenumberof
them in the
nei ghbourhood and t hey dolikedhe srmallhbsrds dmﬂnlsteap thay are amstdntlye a
trampingabouytf | at t eni ng and destroying the emerging gro
coming unless | stop feeding the birds which | have no intepfidioing so Ihave to find a crdeve solution to
this problem. As you may notice | have tried various barriers of wire mesh to protect areas or individual plant
that just drives the pigeonstaush a wider area as they tramp around the barriers. With that in mind | am thinki
of re-landscaping the areas below the feeders and planting itougiherplants able to withstand this onslaught.
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Cardamine pentaphyllais a great plant for dry shaded areas it is very eagsofagatdy dviding the knobbly
rootin autumni this displaywas established by planting a few bits of noathis dry shaded argat the base of a
birch, treelast autumn




Walking round the garder$ abit like walklngthroughtlme asCorydalis solldaflowers Iong over in ﬂnnlerparts
canstill be seenn the cooler shaded parts of the garden




Thebuds andeaves of Jeffersoniadubia are adeeppurple/redcolour when theyirst emergealong with some
Erythronium revolutum .

In the same arela
spotthe shoots of
Jeffersonia
diphylla along
with aFritillaria
and more
Erythronium.



