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Whatdefines our gardens is
not the plants that we grow
but how we use them.
Some like their garden all neat
and tidy with edges trimmed
and the plants spaced out in
borders| am not among
those. We foll
chaotic way choosing to allow
plants the freeda to grow
and seed with minimal
intervention Even the
6or dderEadyt hr oni
(left), where the plants are
growing in square mesh
baskets plunged edge to edge
checkerboard styjénas to
look natural and blend in with
the wider garden. Regular
readers W know that before
the Erythroniumin the plunge
N - emerge CorydaliCrocus and
e early gr gone Meconopsis and Papaver will
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Iris take their turn to grow ithe sand and later when th

se of this spadeeforetheautumn flowering Crocuslose out the sequence
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While plants make gardens it is impaomt to me that our garden is ndiallection of plant§rather | am trying to
create a landscape that draws together many visions of wild places that have attradtedtiee seside to the
mountains. In this view the camera angle allows a number afaemeds to combine into a seamless landscape.
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f a garden. The evergreen subj
provide year round greenery backed up by the seakaiajrowthfrom the earier flowering bulbseing joined by
themanynew leaves emergin@heleaves on thé&rees areapidly breakingandwill soon form a canopy above our

1 j % : By w=y heads changing
thelook, feeland
atmosphere of the
garden.

W v N T

The seasonal
colour provided
by the flowers
brings highlights
through the year
but that speeicle
only becomes
completewhen
the bright colour
of the flowers is
sd against a
backdropof
foliagein many
shapesshades
andtexturesof
green
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Fritillaria meleagris, Erythronium and Trillium flowers put on their colourful display but thettaction in thé
imageis the Dicentra foliage, surrounding the stone mushroom, picked out by the warm light.
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Within a few
steps the look
and feel
changes- this
view is
dominated by
the hard
landscapingin
the shape athe
rock workand
slab beds

The stone work
is softenedy
the phants
growingamong
the rocks and
the
Erythroniums
floweringin the
beds beyond.




often heard the saying red and green should never be seen, admlttedly mostly apphed to faslmm;ldbuhe
N7 , : B o Poppy a much

admired perfect
harmony of red
and green. The
combination of
the light pickirg
out this bright red
tulip and deep red
Trillium against
the varied green
foliage stopped
me inmy tracks
from some
distanceaway.
Although we
never
intentionally
combine single
colours itis
amazing how
often nature does
it for us with
chance groupings
of similar
coloured plants.
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Sanguinaria canadensis, Trillium albidumand white Erythronium hybrids have by c
few areas of the garden




AgroupofEr yt hr oni um ¢ Cgotintad
have been hiding in thecycled compodtused




Tt S \k g ,,\.J '.\‘ A -"'/‘ v ;.7\1.;’ , ! 14
Moving back towards the mixed col@that | like hereprovided byEr
revolutum , Fritillaria meleagris and Cardimine sp.
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Many speciewill hybridise whengrowingtogetherand aIIowin seliseedingas we doresults inlots of
Erythronium hybrids appearingaroundthe gardepnmany, such as those abaguvavolving Erythronium revolutum.

Manyof the
hybrids in the
garderalso
involve
Erythronium
OWhite
Beauya yo
selectionof
Erythronium
californicum

Here you can
see it large
white flowers
comeinto
bloom aghose
of Erythronium
americanum
come towards
the end of their
flowering
season.
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how mi'miers to illust

it, retaining moisture in the solWhile we have to work harder to obtain gimdpagatesome plantsonce we have
establishedhem they are all treated as equats matter how common orrethey may be.




We laid outthe hard landscapinglanted thdrees and shrubs to providegucturethenintroduced thdirst of the
plantsand since thewe haveworking in partnership with naturencouragdthem to seed



