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Gymnocarpium dryopteris
Over recent weeks the BuLog has looked at the explosion of colouthe gardemrovided by the mass spring
flowering, so this week | decided to celebrate greeithe formof foliage The emergence of all that fresh new
springfoliageis somethingve should all appreciate moi&e often say plants have a short seaaad if we
concentrate on flowers that mhg thecase but manyhave decorativieeavesthatwill be with us until the autumn.
While flowers are an essential paftseedproductionthe leaves armore |mportanbecause they nourish the plants
- W allowing them tcstay
healthy andyrow.
Because the foliage is
around for several
months it is
decoratively more
important to the
garden so we should
prioritise planting for
foliage.
Pl ants dono
much greener than the
ferns, which should
have a place in every
garden | love the
sculptural way the
new fronds emerge in
the spring.
It is only a few weeks
ago that | cut back last
year ds fron
evergreen ferns we
grow saneof which
are largeproducing
600 litres of oldrond
" - a < growth that | shredded
down for compostThe Oak FernGGymnocarpium dryoptens runs abouproviding a lovely low growing green
cover to one of the beds whenerecent weeksve enjoyed early flowering bulbsid Hepatica these plantare
perfectly happy gromg amongand in the shade tlie fern as are the many others yet to come.




The Shuttlecock
Fern, Matteuccia
struthiopteris

is one of the
largertypes
which looks
especially
attractive when
the light shine
through the fresh
new fronds.

This onespreads
by pushing out
thick dark stolons <"
which will from a §
colony. If there

are too manythe
new growths are
easily controlled
by lifting the
young plants as
they sit as buds
on the ground.

Growers should usawide variationof foliagewhen plantingheir gardes where stunning effects can be created
whether by design or accident as here where a Rogersia sp. grows among the ferns.




put ferns to in
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This ioe of the Irger eegreen ferns that | cut back a few Weeksnagote new growth has emereriﬂa

will soon expand to screen the view through to the compost cagaéri one of the many uses we

the garden.
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The new leaf rth IS not just at groud leités alsoabove our headsherethe tree anop Is in growth.
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Not all foliageis reene trees have red of this Pieris emges bright pin
turning cream before it eventually takes on a green colour.




Red leaved Acers
big and smallbring
a welcome colour to
the canopyThis
apparentlysmall
Acer has beenvith
ussince westared
to garden andt had
grown to thesane
height as mevith

an equdy wide
spreadbutover
recentyearsit
suffered die back
with the branches
dying out. Last year
| cut it down to the
stump and we were
pleased to see buds
breakingwith new
growthsextending
out. During growth

| continuallycut
theselong growths

back to encourageranchingwhich | will continueto do this yegrl hope tobuild a new headnd give thidifty

year old plant a new lease of life.
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It is not ony leaveshatarea b ove our heads many
flowers which are buzzing with bees and other insects feeding on the pollen.
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Conifersalso

haveflowers

which, when

successfully

pollinated will #

produce cone &%

Herewe sedast
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lovely new soft

green needles

on a larchAs

well as taking in

theoverallview

before ust is

alwaysworth

focusingin on

the cetails of

theplants.
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And not all trees are above our head as this bonsai larch has spent its thirty plus years rowing in a pot




The garden igoinggreenas thegrowthof new foliageis appearingicrosshe many habitats such as on these
smaller plants in the raised slab beds.
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Although the plants often flower apart in time they leaf t o-flower Dactylorhiza growing

though the foliage dPrimula marginata that floweedsome weeks ago.




Theplants may be different baiature, above, shows me the way to grow them in close communritdésthink
thatone of the main differencémtween the nature around me and oudgamas the international range of plants
that we growHoweverthereare manyplantsthatweretransportedy humansand over centuries have become
naturalisedsuch assymphytum tuberosum growingwith Aegopodium podagrariaandAnthriscus sylvestris
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