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Last week |
concentrated on
foliage but now | am
returning to flowers
because you simply
cannot ignore the
spectacle of
Rhododendron
yakushimanunin

full bloom. We have
a number of plants
of this species but |
am showing the best
one which has a
spreadf 3metes
and hangs out over
our front wall
grabbing the
attention of passers
by. The flowers, as
shown, start with a
pink flush which
fades to pure white
as they open fully.
Although | am back
showing pictures of

the fl ower s don 0 offoliagetoghe plants &nd appreciate the langevity ofitworative values
in our gardenslf you can choose plants that haathgood flowers and decorative foliatfeat is a bonuand
Rhododendron yakushimanuwsoores maximum points with flowersdikhese, stunning new foliage covered in
silver indumentunplus the structuréheir evergreeriow mound forminggrowthbringsto the garden.
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after 40years can achieve quite a wide sprdzath of these plants can be seen from the street as well from the
house and inside the garden where they can be seen inter twined with various Vaccinium and other plants.
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Still in the front gardrhese Rhodendrons 6 Cur | e ‘ , (c’l[th forgotéh&rrlecbpin@di}ave
been cut to the ground and regrown on more than one occasion. Not all Rhodendrons will regrow from old wc
they are cut back hard but many of the dwgbrids like these do.



Ledum palustre

This is one of a
number of plants
which, after DNA
studieshave
been subsumed
into the genus
Rhododendron
but | am fond of
and will stick
with the old name
Ledum palustre
This is one of a
number of pants
we raised from
seed collected in
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This view looking east through the front garden shows the almost secret area in the centre hidden from view
trees and shrubs on either side although you can get tantalising glimpses thoougbtfr sides.
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Corydalis O6Craigton Purplebéb
One of the questions | am often askednbatcan be planted to grow witthen flower afterthe early flowering
bulb ? ere afie a few of the next wave of growth that we grow in our gamfériimate




Corydalis oO0Craigton Purpleb
In the autumn theoliage of this plant forms a neat mound of growth then in late May/June we get these cluste
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Anotherplantthatbrings flowering interdgo theplanting isUvularia which only emerges as the early flowering
plantsaredying back.




~




Uvularia perfoliata |
There are subtle diffences in the yellow of the flawvs from a pale yellow, abovs, richer warmer yellow below.
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~ Uvularia grandiflra
| am always fascinated to observe the wawyilar coloured plants appear in different seasons creating links aroun
the garden.
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combination draws your eye encouraging you to move around the gahdse ame colours are picked up by
another self seeder, Papaver cambricum, which is just starting into its long flowering season. As all these pla
seed around in the gardsathis colour coordination is entirely dovonature.




77 s s NN THAN G SR S
As in most of the gardeihe flowering ofUvulariaformsmarks the fourth sequenoéfloweringin the bed in the
foreground where it is joined by Bluebells and aséfiewers fade a forest of Arisaenfaelled by the recent rajn

will rise to take over the space.




Fritillaria affinis yellow form

It may be my artistic training or just the way my mind works but whereverrhgmaye is drawn to find
associatiasin form, shapeandcolour. My walk round the garden was led by talow/green theméringing me
to the yellow Fritillaria which then leads me to the otgciesFritillaria pyrenaica, growingcloseby whose
flowers are yellow on the inside withdwn outers whiclin turn takesny eyeonto the next subject.



