


My interest in plants started Whem; a boyl became interested in W|Id flowers and Iandscapes o) |t comes as N«
surprise that our gardewhich has always been influenced by natgetswilderas it matured. don 6t ha
exoticwild places to get inspiratioih can find plenty of that in the scenes | see on my walks arouriddhlarea.
The magnificent mixture of Wild Garlic and Blue Bells shown above is just a ten minute walk away and is a pe
illustrationwaiting to be interpied in some way into owarders right down tothe wood pile beyond the flowers
which provides habitat for a wide range of wildlifef course you may choose to use different plants in a garden
setting but the informal planting style and use of WOOd cbeldcaled to fit the space in your garden

I have been delighted and A »@» *‘q: %

encouraged to see wild style ' :

gardening becoming adoptec,r

even to t hle

Rewilding Britain

and Adam Huntvas awarded
thebest show gardeat this ¢
year 6s RHS Ch e s
Show. As morgeople
become aware dhe large
proportion of green spaces

made up byur gardensnd
there importance to the
biodiversity. Here
Convallaria majalis and
Galium oderatum are
growing in anatural way
below Rhododendrons in ou
garden.







We have created very similar scenes, all be it with a di ction of, plasisgardencomplete withthe
moss covered rocks and fern
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Thewild influence prevails in our garden whereavel o pt nat ur e 6 s uging adiversepahge aft i
plants from across the world
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We are equal opportunity gardeners happy to accept wild flpagrh asGeranium robertainium, provided they
do not outcompete the ther plants. Heréhe gentle Geranium growing in the new bed bedside the pond where |

alsogrow some of my favourite smaller Trilliums and bulbs all of which have finished flowétmg they are
appreciating the light shade provided by the leaveseoféinaniunwhich also help retain moisture

Geranium robertainium
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| enjoywalking round the garden findg unusual plantsuchas thisParis sp..

All plants are wild plans somewhere agrdw many less common ones such_ii'ﬂu mackliniae which raher
than being challenged by growing with and through the maasesmlly grow better.
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| am less excited to spot the bright red Lily Beetlbave founda few of thesaround this timever the last three

years orexactly thesame plants. | know isiwidespread further south and has taken longer to reasblugow
that the handful | find and destroy each year is just them starting to get a hold in the colder north.
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Other pests that appear at this time of yeaAptads shown here oa Fritilla ria camschatensis€urasian form.
We do not use chemicals preferring to leave nature to be the main control. The first sign of aphids coincides
perfectly with the birds breeding season and | watch the birds collecting aphids to fiegduhg In a garden
with good biodiversitynature strives to achievebalance and indeed the birds and other predators do control the
aphidswith a bit of help from me as after taking this picture | rubbed out this outbreak.




| had not
noticed the

pointed

shoots

| appearing
so it was
only this
week that |
' spotted tle
well

& advanced
4 growth of
Arisaema
wilsonii
peeking
through the
dense
planting.




Shortia soldanelloides
I should correct my statement O weasgardenerswdnaedtodnd b

conditions and a habitat that are compatible for the plants.




Haberlea rhodopensisgrows well in a nmber of habitats in our gardenich as planted between the rocks of a
vertical wall and in the shaded side of the rock garden bed below.
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Ramonda nathaliaealso thrives in a rocky crevice type habitat.




~ Rhododendron yakushimanumy b r i d @3 nt age R
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