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The cover image is a
snapshotilustrating
thetype andrange of
plants inour garden
wherelarge and
small,unusual to
common all mingle
togdher to create a
rather chaotic
landscape.

The pink
Rhododendron

60 Al b ehwditza8
growing alongside
the orange red
Embothrium
coccineummay
offend some peopis
colour senses but |
love this kind of
juxtaposition in both
art and the garden
and no colours clash
in nature.

Embothrium coccineumis a relatively recent introduction tbe gardenplanted as a small plant about 20cms tall.
Whenwe get a new plantlike to learn how it growsol can formit into a suitable shape | have bgenningthis
shrub/small tree every year and watching how it responded. | am delighted to seadibyit buds back into old
wood giving me the confidence to cut it back quite Israuld | need tavith the insurancéhatl haveseveral other
plants in reservéfom cuttingsrootedfrom some ofthe prunings




| get glimpses of another strong colour contrastghotine foliage in the SE corner of the garden and have to clim
into the compost heaps to gkepicture of the flowershown below




Some of the plants we grow are a challenge and | am constantl habitat in our garde
that they can tolerate but alongsidedbwe encouragethersthat selfseed around choosing their own habitats.
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ill seed rougmbwingln hrmony withits more fuss

ours
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To keepRamonda myconigrowin

Once the seed has been set | will split the largest ¢lpaling it gpart andplanting the individual rosettes, which
will have some rootdyack into a suitable spti furtherextendthis expanding colony.

The smaller
Daphne do not
take to our
conditions
through many
yearswe have
tried many
without any
long term
success Until a

agowe were
givena tiny
newly grafted
plant ofthis
small white
Daphne,
remember the
name but ithas
been growing
quite well
alongside
Petrophytum
hendersonii
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Looking at the srall white aphnaNith its white flowers peekg out of the new foliage r
shrub that has a similar look only omaichlarger scale.
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Raised from seed collected in the HimaIthsddendrosp. we think this majiRhododendron aff. @®rum
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Rhododendron aff
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a strategy employed by plathist have evolved twithstand harslexposed envanments andf
you search you wilfind thatmost full size plants will have a smaller rock garden equivéleweverthis
Laburnumstarted as a normal seet is small becauskehavealways growrit in a potas a bonsai.
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While clearing some old foliagfrom the rock garden bgdoefore the Roscoea appghiind the evidence of a
previous wave of flowers from last autumn in the form of Crocus and Cyclaeeeis pod&hich have protected
their precious contents through the winfeme Crocusapsule emainsundergrounanly pushing up when it is

readyrelease their valuable contents while the Cyclasieon the surfaceall winterand will open in July/August
just ahead of the nesv e a sflowels s

Strawberries through the summer.




Mimicry and disguiseanallow someplantstﬁat we mg'h't prefer not to have growing in the garden get establishe
Here the growth oGalium aparingCleavers or Sticky Willyis pretty obvioustanding outigainst the different
types of foliageso itis quickly removedy the gardendnowever it isa differentmatter in other areas.
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It is much more difficult to spdbalium aparine growing among plants with similar foliage such as here where it
doing a very good job of mimicking thedagrowth and
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Meconopsis baileyi andCentaurea montana
The Meconopsis suffered in the unusualty summer last yeand as a resulhey ardessvigorouswith fewer
flowers stem$iowever recent rain haseantthat there igjood growth of leavelsom thenon-flowering growths
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Papaver cambricumformally calledMeconopsis cambrica adelightful platthatseeds freely arund however it
is very easy to limit the spread by removing the flowering $tefare thg shed their seed.



